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Item #11 
April 1, 2008 

 
 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITY 
NONINSTRUCTIONAL CAPITAL PROJECT APPROVAL 

 
 

Submitted for: Action. 
 
 
Summary: This item recommends approval of the following public university 

noninstructional capital project: 
  
 
 University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign   
 Artificial Turf – Campus Recreation Fields $   1,824,400 
           
  
 
  
 
Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approve the 

noninstructional capital project described in this item. 
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Item #11 
April 1, 2008 

 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITY 
 NONINSTRUCTIONAL CAPITAL PROJECT APPROVAL 

 
 The University of Illinois requests approval of a noninstructional capital project that will 
install artificial turf on two recreation fields on the Urbana/Champaign campus.  The project, 
which has been approved by the University of Illinois Board of Trustees, will enhance student 
services by improving the quality of athletic and recreational facilities and by allowing the 
university to expand programmatic use of the recreation fields to nearly a year-around basis.    
 
                      
             Institution/Project                       Total Estimated Cost 
   
University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign    
  Artificial Turf- Campus Recreation Fields      $   1,824,400 
   

                        
 Project Scope 
  

                  The University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign plans to install artificial turf on two 
campus recreation fields located at Stadium Drive and First Street in Urbana, Illinois.  The 
Division of Campus Recreation provides facilities and programs for the over 42,000 students on 
the Urbana/Champaign campus.  The Campus Outdoor Center and recreation area consists of a 
building that houses the outdoor adventures program and outdoor facilities that include four 
lighted football fields, three lighted sand volleyball courts, three lighted basketball courts, an 
inline skating rink, six lighted tennis courts, and two lighted soccer fields.   
 

This project will replace the existing natural turf at two lighted soccer fields with an 
artificial or synthetic surface.  Each field is approximately 360’ by 240’, or 86,400 square feet.  
The grass on these two sand-based fields becomes damaged quickly and requires a long recovery 
time. Once this project is completed, the Division of Campus Recreation will be able to expand 
programming into the spring and summer seasons providing more recreational opportunities for 
students.  The project consists of construction layout, erosion control, site preparation, earthwork, 
storm sewers, concrete curbing, synthetic turf, irrigation and landscaping.   
 

The project cost is estimated to be $1,824,400.  Approximately $1,500,000 of the project 
cost will pay for field construction, synthetic turf, and related contingencies.  The remaining 
amount, approximately $324,400, will be spent on Architect and Engineering (A/E) fees, 
commissioning fees, and other costs.  This project requires no increase in existing fees, and the 
university will use Division of Campus Recreation operating budget funds to pay for the project 
and ongoing expenses.  The new synthetic surface is expected to reduce significantly current 
maintenance costs. The installation of an artificial playing surface will eliminate the standard 
maintenance requirements of a natural grass surface including watering, mowing, and the cost of 
supplies such as sod, seed, fertilizer, and dirt. The University of Illinois Board of Trustees 
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approved this project at its January 17, 2008 meeting; construction is scheduled to begin 
immediately with project completion expected by the summer of 2008. 

  
Recommendation 

 
Staff has reviewed this project and found it to be in accordance with the Board’s 

Noninstructional Capital Project Guidelines, approved by the Illinois Board of Higher Education 
in August 2002, and administrative rules.  The project is consistent with the mission and scope of 
the institution; provides needed additional, replacement, or more efficiently utilized space; and is 
economically feasible, as required by administrative rules. 
 
 The staff recommends adoption of the following resolution: 
 
 The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby approves the noninstructional capital 
project included in this item. 


