Each ADP Network State is Unique

State Leaders share a common commitment but
use different approaches

« Align high school standards and assessments with knowledge and
skills required for success in college and career.

« Require all graduates to take rigorous courses — aligned to college
and career ready standards — that prepare them for their next steps
after high school.
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« Streamline the assessment system so that tests students take in
high school also can serve as placement tests for college.

« Hold high schools accountable for graduating students who are
ready for college or careers and hold postsecondary institutions
accountable for students’ success once enrolled.
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A Growing Number of States have

Policies That help Prepare HS
Graduates for College and Careers

|
Aligning Standards 11 13
Aligning Graduation
: 13
Requirements
@
®  Aligning Assessments 8 23
Aligning Data SystemsI_ 36
Aligning Accountability 7
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However, Individual Policies Standing

Alone Will Not Close the Expectations Gap

= Each of the ADP recommended policies will need to be

Integrated into a comprehensive strategy for closing the
Expectations Gap.

e Standards and assessments must be in alignment

+ Both must be aligned with college- and career-ready
expectations,

e Curriculum requirements must be aligned with standards

+ Course-level standards, model curricula, credit-bearing college
coursework
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e Assessments must be able to adequately measure whether students
have learned the curriculum and are ready for college and careers.

e Data & accountability systems must work in tandem to support
these goals
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Achieve Review of Illinois’ English,

Mathematics, and Science Standards
Recommendations

1. Rework the Illinois standards in English, science and mathematics
so they fully embody 21st century knowledge and skills and more
closely align with the expectations for success in college and
career.
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2. Revise the Illinois descriptors in English, science and
mathematics to achieve greater precision in coverage, clarity, and
progression between grade spans.
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The Alignment Institute: Next Stage

in the Evolution of Illinois’ Standards

1. Designed to help lllinois identify College and Career Ready Standards
that are co-owned and mutually endorsed by K-12, postsecondary, and
business. (19 states have joined the Alignment Institute - most
completing the process in 12-24 months)
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2. Customized for the Illinois team to identify English and mathematics

expectations that are most critical for high school graduates to:
«  Enter into credit-bearing coursework in two- or four-year colleges,
without the need for remediation and with a strong chance for earning
credit toward their program or degree; and

«  Gain entry-level positions in quality job and career pathways, which
often require further education and training.
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For more information on Achieve and

the ADP Network,
please visit Achieve at
http://www.achieve.org
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