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Item #14 
June 3, 2008 

 
 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
 
Submitted for: Action. 
 
 
Summary: This item requests approval of six new associate degree programs to be 

offered at five community colleges. 
 
 
Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approves the following 

programs at the colleges indicated: 
 

Black Hawk College 
• Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education 

 
College of Lake County 

• Associate of Arts in Teaching in Early Childhood Education 
 

Kaskaskia College 
• Associate of Applied Science in Medical Laboratory Technology 
• Associate of Applied Science in Occupational Therapy Assistant 

 
Moraine Valley Community College 

• Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education 
 

Triton College 
• Associate of Applied Science in Emergency Management 
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Item #14 
         June 3, 2008 

 
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

 
 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 
 
 By statute, the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) is responsible for approving 
new associate degree programs proposed by public community colleges.  The Board’s approval 
criteria, defined in administrative rules, address relevance to college mission, academic control, 
faculty and staff, support services, financial resources, student demand, employer demand, 
curriculum, and congruence with IBHE policies and priorities.  Before a recommendation for 
approval of an associate degree program is submitted to the IBHE for approval, staffs of the 
IBHE and the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) review the proposal.  Once agreement is 
reached on a proposal having met the approval criteria, a recommendation for approval is 
presented to each board. 
 
Black Hawk College 
6600 34th Avenue 
Moline, Illinois  61265 
President:  Keith Miller 
 
Proposed Program Title:  Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education, Statewide Model 
Curriculum 
 

Projected Enrollments:  The College projects enrollments of 15 full-time students in the 
proposed program. 
 
Black Hawk College requests approval to offer a 61-62 semester credit hour Associate of 

Arts in Teaching (A.A.T.) in Special Education.  To acquire the A.A.T. degree in Special 
Education, students must complete 40-44 credits of general education courses in 
composition/speech, mathematics, physical/life sciences, humanities/fine arts, and 
social/behavioral sciences.  Professional education/major area coursework consists of 18 semester 
hours and includes:  Introduction to Education, Introduction to Educational Computing, 
Educational Psychology, Survey of Children with Special Needs, Growth and Development of 
Young Children, and Diversity of Schools and Society.  The College’s proposal meets the model 
guidelines endorsed by the Illinois Community College Board and the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  Black Hawk College and its proposed program meet the criteria to implement 
the Board of Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 Illinois 
Administrative Code, Ch. II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education policies 
pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
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College of Lake County  
19351 West Washington St. 
Grayslake, IL  60030-1198 
Interim President:  James Rock 
 
Proposed Program Title:  Associate of Arts in Teaching in Early Childhood Education, 
Statewide Model Curriculum 
 

Projected Enrollments:  The College projects enrollments of 25 to 30 full-time students 
in the proposed program. 
 
College of Lake County requests approval to offer a 63 semester hour Associate of Arts 

in Teaching (A.A.T.) in Early Childhood Education.  To acquire the A.A.T. in Early Childhood 
Education, students must complete 42 semester hours in general education courses in 
composition/speech, mathematics, physical/life sciences, humanities/fine arts, and 
social/behavioral sciences.  Professional education coursework consists of 6 semester hours that 
include Introduction to Teaching and Child Growth and Development.  Fifteen semester hours in 
major area courses include:  Introduction to Early Childhood, Child, Family, and Community, 
Music Activities for Young Children, Language Development and Early Literacy, and Math and 
Science for Young Children.  The College’s proposal meets the model guidelines endorsed by the 
ICCB and the IBHE. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  The College of Lake County and its proposed program meet the criteria to 
implement the Board of Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 Illinois 
Administrative Code, Ch. II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education policies 
pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
 
 
Kaskaskia College 
27210 College Road 
Centralia, IL  62801-9285 
President:  Tom Choice 
 
Proposed Program Title:  Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Medical Laboratory 
Technology 
 

Projected Enrollments:  The College projects enrollment of five full-time students in the 
proposed program. 

 
Kaskaskia College is seeking approval to offer a 67 semester credit hour Associate of 

Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree program in Medical Laboratory Technology.  This program will 
prepare individuals for employment as medical laboratory technicians.  The curriculum consists 
of 34 credit hours of required general education coursework and 33 credit hours of required 
career and technical education coursework.  The career and technical education component of the 
curriculum includes instruction in introductory clinical laboratory technology, serology, clinical 
microscopy, phlebotomy, immunogematology, hematology and hematosis, clinical chemistry, 
applied clinical microbiology, and a clinical practical experience in medical laboratory 
technology.  Assessment of student learning objectives will be achieved through observation of 
the student’s performance during their required clinical rotation.  Graduates of this program will 
be prepared for optional certifications through the Board of Registry of the American Society of 
Clinical Pathologists (ASCP), the American Board of Bioanalysis (ABB), and the American 
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Medical Technologists (AMT). 
 

Labor market information supports interest in and the need for more trained medical 
laboratory technicians within the College’s district, as well as regionally and across the state.  
According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security, the demand for “medical and 
clinical laboratory technicians” is expected to increase by about 14 percent statewide through 
2014.  This program is currently being offered collaboratively through the Southern Illinois 
Collegiate Common Market (SICCM).  Students will complete all required general education 
through their home institution and will complete the required career and technical education 
through the SICCM Regional Instructional Center and clinical sites located throughout the 
Southern Illinois area.  Because the program is currently being offered by four other community 
colleges within the regional collaborative, no new faculty will be required and existing facilities 
and equipment are considered adequate.  The College anticipates utilizing one existing full-time 
and two existing part-time faculty the first year.  Costs associated with this program include 
administrative expenses and the cost of the College’s share of supplies and are estimated at 
$26,300 per year during the first three years. 
 
 
Proposed Program Title:  Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Occupational Therapy 
Assistant 
 

Projected Enrollments:  The College projects enrollment of five full-time students in the 
proposed program. 

 
Kaskaskia College is seeking approval to offer a 71 semester credit hour Associate of 

Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in Occupational Therapy Assistant.  This program will prepare 
individuals for employment as occupational therapy assistants.  The curriculum consists of 23 
credit hours of required general education coursework and 48 credit hours of required career and 
technical education coursework.  The career and technical education component of the curriculum 
includes instruction in introductory occupational therapy, occupational therapy theory, 
occupational therapy group process, occupational therapeutic media, occupational development, 
activities of daily living, occupational therapy in physical disabilities, occupational therapy in 
pediatrics, aging and impact on occupation, disease and impact on occupation, occupational 
therapy administration, and required clinical practical and field work experience in occupational 
therapy assisting.  Assessment of student learning objectives will be achieved through 
observation of the student’s performance during their required work-based learning experience.  
This program was developed according to standards established for program accreditation 
through the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the 
American Occupational Therapy Association.  Graduates of this program will be prepared for the 
National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) certification examination.  
Successful candidates for certification will be qualified for required licensure in the State of 
Illinois as occupational therapy assistants through the Illinois Department of Finance and 
Professional Regulation (IDFPR).  
 

Labor market information supports interest in this program and the need for occupational 
therapy assistants within the College’s district, as well as regionally and across the state.  
According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security, the demand for “occupational 
therapy assistants” is expected to increase by about twice the average employment increase for all 
occupations statewide through 2014.  This program is currently being offered collaboratively 
through the Southern Illinois Collegiate Common Market (SICCM).  Students will complete all 
required general education through their home institution and will complete the required career 
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and technical education through the SICCM Regional Instructional Center and clinical sites 
located throughout the Southern Illinois area.  Because the program is currently being offered by 
four other community colleges within the regional collaborative, no new faculty will be required 
and all existing facilities and equipment are considered adequate.  The College anticipates 
utilizing two existing full-time and three existing part-time faculty the first year.  Costs associated 
with this program include administrative expenses and the cost of the College’s share of supplies 
and are estimated at $26,300 per year during the first three years. 
 
Staff Conclusion.  Kaskaskia College and its proposed programs meet the criteria to implement 
the Board of Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 Illinois 
Administrative Code, Ch. II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education policies 
pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
 
 
Moraine Valley Community College 
9000 West College Parkway 
Palos Hills, Illinois  60465 
President:  Vernon O. Crawley 
 
Proposed Program Title:  Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education, Statewide Model 
Curriculum 

 
Projected Enrollments: The College projects enrollments of 20 full-time students in the 
proposed program. 

 
Moraine Valley Community College requests approval to offer a 63 semester credit hour 

Associate of Arts in Teaching (A.A.T) in Special Education.  To acquire the A.A.T. in Special 
Education, students must complete 45 semester hours in general education coursework consisting 
of composition/speech, mathematics, physical/life sciences, humanities/fine arts, and 
social/behavioral sciences.  Eighteen hours of professional education/major area coursework 
include:  Introduction to Education, Technology for Educators, Students with Disabilities in 
Schools, Child Psychology, Educational Psychology, and one course chosen from Introduction to 
the Foundations of Reading, Language Development, or Diversity of Schools and Society. ,The 
College’s proposal meets the model guidelines endorsed by the Illinois Community College 
Board and the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  Moraine Valley Community College and its proposed program meet the 
criteria to implement the Board of Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 
Illinois Administrative Code, Ch. II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education 
policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure. 
 
 
Triton College 
2000 Fifth Avenue 
River Grove, Illinois  60171-1995 
President:  Patricia Granados 
 
Proposed Program Title: Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Emergency Management 
 

Projected Enrollments:  The College projects enrollment of 20 part-time students in the 
first year, rising to 40 part-time students in the proposed program by the third year. 
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Triton College is seeking approval to offer a 64 semester credit hour Associate of 
Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in Emergency Management.  This program will prepare 
individuals for employment in emergency management.  The degree is designed to meet the 
needs of individuals new to the field and will prepare graduates for entry-level occupations.  The 
proposed program builds on the career and technical requirements of the College’s 39-hour 
Certificate in Emergency Management program to include an additional 3 credit hour course in 
computer information systems, seven credit hours of related technical electives and 15 credit 
hours of required general education coursework.  Assessment of student learning objectives will 
be accomplished through an evaluation of the student’s performance during a mock 
emergency/disaster scenario.  The career and technical component of the curricula were 
developed according to guidelines established by the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
prototype curriculum for two-year degree programs in emergency management.   
 

Labor market information supports interest in and the need for a formalized training 
program for emergency management personnel within the college’s district, as well as across the 
state.  According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security, growth in the employment 
of individuals in related emergency management occupations is expected to increase by about 13 
percent statewide through 2014.  This is higher than the average growth expected for all 
occupations over the same time period.  Because the college plans to offer the proposed program 
primarily through internet-based courses, existing facilities are considered adequate.  The degree 
program and the related certificate program will require two new part-time and one existing part-
time faculty the first year.  Costs of implementing these programs will be approximately $17,175 
the first year and $30,000 per year the second and third years.  Additional second and third year 
costs reflect the addition of a full-time program coordinator and the purchase of additional library 
resource materials.  
 
Staff Conclusion.  Triton and its proposed program meet the criteria to implement the Board of 
Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 Illinois Administrative Code, Ch. 
II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education policies pertaining to assessment 
and accreditation for licensure. 
 
 
 The staff recommends that the Illinois Board of Higher Education adopt the following 
resolutions: 
 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Black Hawk College 
to offer the Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education subject to the institution’s 
implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that 
form the basis upon which this authorization is granted.  

 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to College of Lake 

County to offer the Associate of Arts in Teaching in Early Childhood Education subject to the 
institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its 
application and that form the basis upon which this authorization is granted.  

 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Kaskaskia College to 

offer the Associate of Applied Science in Medical Laboratory Technology and the Associate of 
Applied Science in Occupational Therapy Assistant subject to the institution’s implementation 
and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis 
upon which these authorizations are granted.  

 



 34

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Moraine Valley 
Community College to offer the Associate of Arts in Teaching in Special Education subject to the 
institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its 
application and that form the basis upon which this authorization is granted.  

 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants authority to Triton College to offer 

the Associate of Applied Science in Emergency Management subject to the institution’s 
implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that 
form the basis upon which this authorization is granted.  
 


