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Item #8 
June 3, 2008  

 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
 

MINUTES - BOARD MEETING 
April 1, 2008 

 
 A meeting of the Illinois Board of Higher Education was called to order at 9:08 a.m. in the Old 
Main Room located on the First Floor of the Bone Student Center, Illinois State University, Normal, 
Illinois.  

 Carrie J. Hightman, Chairwoman, presided. 
 Linda Oseland was Secretary for the meeting. 
 
 The following Board Members were present: 
 
  Jay D. Bergman    Proshanta Nandi 

Frances G. Carroll   Robert J. Ruiz  
Ashley Dearborn   Gilbert L. Rutman 
Matt DeRosa    Lucy A. Sloan 
Alice Hayes    Elmer L. Washington 
Donald McNeil    Addison E. Woodward, Jr. 
           

         
 Also present by invitation of the Board were: 
 
 Judy Erwin, Executive Director, Illinois Board of Higher Education 
 Joyce Karon, Board Member, Illinois State Board of Education  
 Andy Davis, Executive Director, Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
 
                                                             Presidents and Chancellors 

 
Al Bowman               William Perry 
Alvin Goldfarb               John Peters 
Sharon Hahs                
Elaine Maimon     
 

Advisory Committee Chairpersons 
 

Jerry Dill, Proprietary Advisory Committee                           Jason Wallace, Student Advisory Committee 
Terry Bruce, Community College Council of Presidents                       Curtis White, Faculty Advisory Council   
Dave Tretter, Private College and University Advisory Committee 

 



 

4 
 
 

I.          Call Meeting to Order, Chairwoman Carrie J. Hightman  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman called the meeting to order.  A quorum was present. 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “All of us are familiar with the tragic events of February 14th at 
Northern Illinois University.  We mourn the loss and share the pain of the Northern Illinois University 
family, even as we celebrate the courage and the resolute spirit displayed by the students, families, 
faculty, administration and staff, particularly those emergency responders whose quick action, 
professionalism, and efficiency, without a doubt, saved lives on that horrific day.  
 

“At this point I would ask that we observe a moment of silence in honor of those who were 
impacted by the shootings at NIU.   Thank you. 

 
  “I would like to express our appreciation to Illinois State University and in particular to President 
Bowman for his exceptional hospitality last night and for hosting the Board meeting today.”  

 
II. Welcome, Illinois State University President Al Bowman 
 

President Al Bowman made his welcoming remarks. 
 

III.   Remarks by Northern Illinois University President John Peters 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “On behalf of the Board of Higher Education, I would like to extend 
our heartfelt sympathies to the Northern Illinois University community and the families of those who lost 
their lives or were wounded in body and spirit.  
 
 “On behalf of the Board, I would like to extend our gratitude and our collective best wishes to 
John Peters, President of the Northern Illinois University, for his leadership, for his compassion, and for 
his strength of character.  
 
 President John Peters thanked the higher education community for expressions of sympathy for 
the entire Northern Illinois University family.  
 
 After his remarks, the following comment was made:  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “Thank you.  Your remarks are the perfect segue to the rest of this 
portion of the meeting.  When an event of the magnitude of the February 14 event happens to you, it 
happens to everybody in this room.  Aside from being an opportunity to remember those who were 
impacted by the event, we see this as a moment of opportunity to learn and a chance for us to step back, to 
take stock, and to thoroughly examine what we learned from the experience, and what those lessons can 
tell us about the future, as you said so well.” 
 
IV. Introduction of Campus Security Task Force Panel, Chairwoman Hightman 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “We are fortunate to have a panel of experts here today who are 
very ably positioned to help us think through these questions.  As President Peters mentioned, Governor 
Blagojevich formed the Campus Security Task Force last spring after the shootings at Virginia Tech.  The 
Task Force has encompassed a broad-based group of nearly 50 individuals representing various 
constituencies and stakeholders, including law enforcement, mental health services, the Office of the 
Attorney General, emergency response agencies, and higher education agencies and institutions. 
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“To address the various issues related to campus security, the Task Force was subdivided into 

three subcommittees.  Today, we are fortunate to have with us the directors of those three subcommittees 
and a law enforcement veteran with significant security expertise, who has worked closely with the Task 
Force this past year.” 

 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “I would like to mention the Task Force’s role and responsibility.  
  
“The Illinois Board of Higher Education’s role:  Last fall, the Illinois Board of Higher Education 

staff, on behalf of the Campus Security Task Force and the Illinois Terrorism Task Force, coordinated a 
series of regional training sessions to help Illinois colleges and universities prepare for and respond to 
crisis situations of all types.  Overall, 199 individuals representing 90 colleges and universities and seven 
agencies across the state participated in the training sessions.  The Illinois Board of Higher Education also 
helped develop and administer the mental health survey that went to schools this winter. 

 
“The schools’ roles:  Over the past year, colleges and universities have been involved with the 

Task Force in security-related activities as they have served on Task Force committees, attended 
emergency planning regional training sessions, and participated in the mental health survey, an IBHE 
expenditure and security needs analysis, and a soon-to-be-released, Southern Illinois University incident 
preparedness survey.  The results of the expenditure and security needs survey will likely be discussed in 
a subject matter hearing for the House Higher Education Appropriations Committee in the near future.  
So, hopefully, President Peters, that will help address some of the concerns that you raised.   

 
“I would also like to mention that the Illinois Community College Board is hosting a Homeland 

Security Emergency and Response Institute in Bloomington at the Doubletree Hotel later this week and 
that several of our speakers today will be serving as speakers at that important event.”       
 
V. Campus Security Task Force Panel Presentation: 
  

Michael Chamness, Chairman, Illinois Terrorism Task Force  
 Jennifer Welch, Policy Director, Illinois Attorney General’s Office  
 Lorrie Rickman Jones, Director, DHS/Division of Mental Health  
 Ron Ellis, Security Training & Emergency Planning Instructor  
 
 At the conclusion of the Task Force Panel Members’ presentations, the following discussion took 
place: 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “What is the future of the Task Force?” 
 
 Mr. Chamness said, “We always understood that if there were new emerging threats or new 
situations we had not addressed, that we would get the same group of experts together, and by that, I 
mean the people who make up the three committees from all over the state of Illinois because it is a good 
working relationship.  We now have a foundation to work from.  Given what has happened at Northern 
Illinois University, the threat at Western Illinois University, and the things that have happened, including 
a tornado warning during a basketball game at Southern Illinois University Carbondale about a month ago 
that required evacuation of people in the stands down to the lower level, I think it will be a working 
group.  I do not think that we plan on continuing to meet monthly or weekly like we have, but that we will 
meet on an as-needed basis. 
 
 Dr. Carroll said, “I just want a clarification on the ability of staff, professors, etc. to report 
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particular incidents where the student might be involved.  Does that apply also to incidents where students 
post on MySpace certain unkind remarks about staff?”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “The question is concerning the posting of threats, or hate speech, or other 
unkind comments on the Internet and how that can be reported.  The Attorney General’s Office focuses a 
great deal of time and attention on Internet safety issues, and it did not really come up in the Campus 
Security Task Force, but it is an important issue.  Unfortunately, it is an emerging body of law, so I do not 
think our Campus Safety Task Force recommendations address it in any way, and I am not sure that we 
are prepared to.  Until the law catches up a little bit more with the technology, I am afraid I do not have 
any recommendations.” 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “Is this an issue that will be looked into in the future in light of the 
relevancy of it?” 
 
 Ms. Welch said, “I would say that the Attorney General’s Office, perhaps separate from the 
Campus Security Task Force, continues to look at Internet safety issues and will always try to develop 
recommendations on those.” 
 
 Dr. Carroll said, “How is that related then to posting of graffiti?  If we can respond to graffiti 
posting, is that seen as posting even when we know the student that is doing it?”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “It depends.” 
 
 Ms. Sloan said, “My concern is for the student who is enrolled and then drops out, therefore 
losing access to counseling and healthcare.  If they were once enrolled, I do not know how long their 
healthcare lasts if they drop out and are not currently taking classes.”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “I think in those instances, it is important, again, to make sure that universities 
have a clear understanding of what the community resources are, and there are resources in the 
community throughout the state for folks that are uninsured, and so they can get services through 
community-based providers, even if they are not actively on the university campus or insured.”  
 
 
 Dr. Nandi said, “Thank you for your very brilliant presentation.  But I am still thirsty and hungry 
for answers because I do not think it goes far enough.  Nobody addressed the issue of the instrument of 
death and violence, and the ideology of the ownership of this instrument of death goes begging for 
answers.  I am not familiar with guns; I do not know anything about guns; I have never touched a gun.  
So, this is a wild suggestion.  You experts should dwell upon it, and tell me if this is really wild.  Maybe 
all the campuses should have a system where the guns would be jammed.  In other words, no matter what 
you have, nothing ballistic will work.  It is like your cell phones will not work under certain conditions.  
Your guns will not work, and the only guns that will work would belong to a policeman or law 
enforcement officer.  Is this such a wild imagination because, thanks to National Rifle Association, thanks 
to the history and culture of gun ownership, and thanks to the fact that there will always be problems 
among people, why do we have to live with this kind of condition and then dwell upon the response rather 
than prevention.  So, I would like to know if you have thought about it at all to make guns inoperative on 
college campuses.” 
 
 Mr. Ellis said, “We have continued to monitor the reaction of various states and higher education 
institutions in response to firearms on campus.  Virginia Tech was very pointed about prohibiting 
firearms on campus.  Some campuses encourage police officers off duty to carry weapons on campus 
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where others say that is prohibited.  We have seen some really wild recommendations to arm professors 
and others on campus, which I, personally, am adamantly against.  The instruments of death, as you 
referred to them, whether it is a firearm, a gun, or a bomb, if you did away with all the guns, if you could, 
which we cannot, then they will find something else.  There is no easy answer to respond to you.  Each 
individual campus is going to have to examine allowing firearms on campus through concealed carry by 
those who are trained and authorized to have them, such as the campus police and the off-duty officers 
that are hired back or that are students themselves.  Beyond the trained professional, I would not advocate 
firearms on campuses.”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “Lori referred to a new law that is effective June 1, and it is about access to 
weapons and legal ownership.  Guns are what they are in the state of Illinois, and all we can do is address 
legal ownership of them, and the law is consistently being updated on that.”  
 
 Dr. Washington said, “As I listened to your presentation, it reminded me of a study that I recall 
from 15 years ago, and my recollection is that Johns Hopkins University did a 40-year longitudinal study 
to determine why their doctors were dysfunctional at such a high rate, looking at divorce rates, suicide 
issues, and mental health problems.  The expectation was that the study would show that there was a 
correlation with the specialty of the doctor.  The final results showed that the correlation existed, as I 
recall, with the person’s childhood experiences.  If the person had a happy childhood, however you want 
to define it, the person was less apt to be dysfunctional as a doctor, and the issue that I would raise then in 
this context is what if there is some correlation with experiences in youth that, of course, do not manifest 
themselves until 15 to 24 years of age.  Is there something that can be done with youth that could be 
useful before we get into a crisis situation?  Obviously, based on the data that we have, it is surprising that 
we do not have more crises, and of course, is there something that we can do to deal with younger people 
to mitigate this issue?” 
 

Dr. Rickman Jones said, “I think that is a very good question and an astute observation in 
relationship to the earlier study.  Obviously, there is a relationship between individuals’ childhood 
experiences, their genetic makeup, and the manifestation of illness in later life.  What we are learning 
now, as a mental health community, is that the more we understand the causes of mental illness and study 
the promise of earlier intervention, the more we understand the importance of funneling resources and 
directing our attention and focus as public policymakers to earlier intervention, intervening in children’s 
lives early.  There is more research that is emerging.  Our great challenge is to bridge the gap between 
science, if you will, service, and public policy, but it certainly is a goal of mine, as the director of mental 
health in this state, to do more to shepherd resources to earlier intervention so that we can get on the front 
end of things, if you will, parenting, and there is an emerging body of literature, best practices, and 
promising practices for early childhood development that we are now trying to infuse across the system 
with providers of mental health care and providers who work with young children.  So, I agree with you.  
It is a promising practice.  In Illinois, we are trying to divert more resources to that very issue.” 
 
 Ms. Karon said, “To that end, you should all know that the social and emotional policies that the 
State Board has adopted are infused into our pre-K and early childhood programs already recognizing 
that, and it is also spread to the social and emotional health issue to the K-12 schools.  So, we are trying.”  
 
 Ms. Dearborn said, “My question is for Dr. Rickman.  You said 67 percent of the colleges and 
universities have mental health services.  Does that include community colleges also?”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “Yes.  I think it was 61 percent, and yes, it does include community 
colleges.  We sent the survey to 183 colleges and universities, and it was a wide range of public and 
private institutions, community colleges, and so forth.”  
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 Ms. Dearborn said, “Do you have separate numbers for community colleges only?”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “I am sure that we could scrub the data and look at that, but we are also 
very concerned about protecting the anonymity of the respondents.”  
 
 Ms. Dearborn said, “I ask because at our last meeting, one of the things that came out is that a lot 
of the students in the state start at community colleges; so, if some of these problems could be identified 
at that level before they go to the four-year universities.” 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “That is a good point.”  
 
 Dr. Rutman said, “From the point of view of gathering information, there is a conflict between 
privacy and security.  As a faculty member, I would not know when to report it or not to report it.  It 
would be cloudy, and the tendency on my part would be to duck – do not get involved; I do not want a 
lawsuit.  I had a feeling from your remarks, Jennifer, that this is something you are wrestling with, and 
trying to cope with.”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “My point would not be that I should have an answer for you.  This surprises no 
one.  My point would be that I would recommend that your campus have an answer for you that works for 
your campus, so that the answer at UIC is different than the answer at Governors State University, and is 
different than the answer at Blackhawk College, so that you should have an answer to that question.  Your 
campus should be able to give you some indication of what is the line between security and privacy.  
They should say in this type of instance we would want you to tell, and they should tell you who to tell.  
So, I really think that that is a decision for your campus, to develop a response policy that is appropriate at 
your institution, and it might be different for every institution that is represented here.  I am going to say 
there should be a policy.  I will not say what it will be.”  
 
 Dr. Rutman said, “What prevents my legal counsel from saying:  It depends?” 
 
 Ms. Welch said, “If you are at an institution where you have an in-house legal counsel – and what 
we found is that the vast majority of colleges and universities do not have in-house legal counsel because 
most small community colleges share counsel among an association, so, more do not have than do have.  
But if you are at an institution where you have an in-house counsel, then they would probably recommend 
that you talk to them about it, that you say, is this a report situation, who do I tell?”  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “So, is the take-away here that each institution of higher education 
should have a policy?  We are not going to dictate what the policy should be, but at least then people will 
be clear as to how to deal with issues such as apparently unstable students, faculty, or whatever.”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “Yes.  That is why we went with a menu of recommended policies rather than a 
sample policy.” 
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “It makes sense to me.”  
 
 Dr. Hayes said, “There needs to be some follow-up to that as well because I recall that at Virginia 
Tech, there was a professor who noted the young man’s strange papers and reported it, but there was no 
mechanism in place for going from that report to some kind of counseling or observation.”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “We were recommending a couple things for consideration, and that is 
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the threat assessment team, ongoing behavioral intervention teams, and we know that some universities 
already have those kinds of structures in place, and that kind of team would be the repository of that 
information ongoing.  It would make sure that appropriate referrals are taking place.  There are a number 
of different vehicles that you can look at.  I think Jennifer’s point is that you determine what works for 
your college or university campus, and develop a policy pursuant to that.”  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “Also, I think the Faculty Advisory Council can help in that regard 
as well, and I believe that they have been involved with this Task Force.” 
 
 Dr. White said, “We had a representative on that Task Force, and, as you know, in the last year 
we issued our own paper and set of recommendations about student mental health, which is available, I 
think, on your website as well as our own.”  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “So, we are all working together here.” 
 
 Ms. Dearborn said, “My concern as a student is that many institutions probably have policies, and 
the policies tend to lean to protect the institution.  I will give you a personal incident.  There was a student 
that came to me that was pre-suicidal.  I reported this to who I thought was the proper authorities at my 
school.  At that time, they told me that they could not do anything because she had shared this 
information with me in confidence.  The student eventually attempted to commit suicide, and luckily, it 
was an attempt.  It was only at that time that she was able to get help, but it was because she had made the 
attempt.  My thing was, I wanted to prevent it before.”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “It seems like that might have been an opportunity where this individual 
could have gotten some kind of assistance before she actually registered an attempt.  I think that in my 
remarks, I was trying to suggest that it is important for colleges and universities to be nondiscriminatory 
in their policies and practices toward persons who have emerging difficulties or are in distress, and very 
often the approach can be punitive if you find out that you have got a young person who is in distress that 
you may want to remove them from the dormitory immediately or dismiss them from school.  You have 
to always weigh the concerns with this individual and the safety of the campus, but you also need to make 
sure that your policies are nondiscriminatory, because otherwise you will have the ADA to contend with.  
So, again, it is a very thin line that you must follow, but it is important to bring principles around the 
table, discuss these issues, and again, decide what is useful and important for your campus.”  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “Jennifer, is there a difference under the law between someone 
threatening harm to themselves verses someone threatening harm to others?”  
 
 Ms. Welch said, “I am not sure.”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “Persons that are either at harm to themselves or to others can both be 
subject to civil commitment, and that is the change in the confidentiality act that is upon us for June.  It is 
a person who can reasonably be expected to engage in dangerous conduct either to self or to others, and 
they can then be civilly committed under the statute.  It used to be that they had to present a clear and 
present danger.  So, the standard has been reduced now to if they are deemed to be likely to engage in a 
dangerous conduct, again, toward self or others, they can be subject to a civil commitment law.”  
 
 Chairwoman Hightman said, “So, maybe that addresses Ashley’s question in part.”  
 
 Dr. Rickman Jones said, “Exactly, so she could have gotten help.” 
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Dr. Washington said, “I would like to make another point, just a note of interest.  We have 
focused in this meeting on the idea of security, and also, we have dealt with the privacy issue.  But I think 
there is a third component that should override all of these, and that is the educational component.  The 
institutions are there to function as educational institutions, and therefore, we have to balance all three of 
these things, but primarily, we are concerned with being effective in educating students and engaging 
students, and it makes our lives a lot more complicated having to deal with security as well as the privacy 
issue, but I want to just underscore the fact that we should not forget the major issue that we are dealing 
with.”  

 
Dr. Nandi said, “Riding on Elmer’s suggestion, I strongly suggest that those who are specially 

assigned to discuss and address this problem may look at shifting their paradigm a little bit because if you 
are looking from the same paradigm, you will find what you are expected to find.  So, what happens is 
one day it is Columbine, another day it is Virginia, and another day it is Northern Illinois University.  
Then we grieve, and we pass on, and the problem stays with us without having addressed it.  Now, let me 
mention one specific instance in my career.  I was a visiting professor in China, and we heard a discussion 
about drugs.  The overwhelming conclusion of this entire group was when there is an issue of drug abuse, 
there is no question of human rights, and you know how China works.  There are no discussions, and the 
party makes a position, and it is done.  But there are times that call for a drastic measure where small, 
individual liberties are sacrificed in favor of larger public good.  So, my words to you are please look at 
this issue from multiple paradigms where you keep open possible suggestions and solutions from ways 
you have not thought about before.  Thank you.” 

 
Mr. McNeil said, “As you know, I have a national labor and employment practice, and since at 

least 1990 in the case of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and for longer than that under state statutes, 
we have had to deal with the tension between privacy rights and discrimination laws and keeping a place 
safe.  So, when you say how can we deal with this, it is not a new issue.  For employment lawyers, it is an 
issue that has been around for a long time.  In California, you have to have a workplace violence policy as 
part of your safety and health policy.  These are very difficult issues.  We had a situation at a university 
that I represent which a tenured faculty member came back from Iraq sufficiently concerned or disturbed 
that he did, in the view of university, create a health or safety risk to the students and to his colleagues.  
Those situations are very difficult to deal with.  Decisions have to be made between the risk of liability 
and the risk that some harm will come to students or to fellow faculty members or administrators.  We 
generally err on the side of keeping people safe because a lawsuit against a professor for disclosing 
something that is arguably private, and Illinois does not have very well developed privacy protection to 
begin with, but a lawsuit against a faculty member or the administration for saying something bad pales in 
comparison to the harm that is done in situations like what happened at Northern.”  

 
Dr. Rutman said, “I was wondering about the cost.  As a faculty member, suppose I was going to 

report a safety concern that is on campus, but I will bear the total responsibility of invasion of privacy.  Is 
an individual likely to do that?”  

 
Mr. McNeil said, “Let us say that you have a situation where you are walking out of class one day 

and a student walks up to you and says, if I get another ‘C’ on a paper, you are going to hear from me, or 
if I do not pass your course, it will be the last course you ever teach.  Why would you have any concern 
about reporting that to the administration?  You are not called upon to make the mental health judgment at 
that point in time.  You are simply reporting a fact, and you are not lying about the fact, so no one is 
going to be able to sue you successfully for defamation.  I think most campuses have immunity policies in 
place so that faculty members can carry out their responsibilities.  So, it is often a difficult situation.  And 
the situation I described, the tenured professor was taken out of class forever.  He is no longer teaching at 
the university because he was unable to continue to perform the essential functions of his teaching 
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position because he was too ill to do that, but as a faculty member, if you witnessed an incident that led to 
that result, you do not need to be concerned about reporting the incident because all you are doing is 
passing on the truth.  The hard judgments that have to be made by the administration are there, and they 
can result in potential liability.  There was a lawsuit in the case, and it was resolved, but the resolution 
included the teacher not being there any longer.” 

 
Mr. DeRosa said, “There again, I think the issue goes back to follow-up as has been mentioned 

earlier, because if Gil reports a student who said it is the last course he will ever teach, understandably so 
he would, but I believe on my campus, they would then go through three sessions of mental health 
counseling or maybe it is not necessarily sessions, but a certain amount of hours of mental health 
counseling.  After that they believe they are better.  If they think they need additional counseling, they 
only refer them, I believe.  I do not think there is anything mandated that they have to.  That, again, might 
go back to the privacy issue, but theoretically, someone could just put on a happy face and say sorry, I 
was just really mad that day.  Now, Gil is in even worse trouble because now that student went to anger 
therapy, and got reported, so he might be worse off now.”  

 
Mr. McNeil said, “Those difficult issues mentioned include issues of accommodation.  Let us say 

the individual has a mental disability.  You have to assess a direct threat potential.  Essentially, it is an 
equation that multiplies the possibility of something bad happening times the impact of that bad thing.  
So, to give a simpler example, if you are talking about someone who cannot see very well who is an 
airline pilot, it is a more difficult disability to accommodate than it is for someone who is a clerk.  In a 
situation like that, you oftentimes have to make a difficult decision between the rights of the individual 
and the safety of the campus, but it is not an impossible task, and no one should ever let the risk of a 
lawsuit, being sued for disclosing something, stand in the way of the reporting procedure.  Then there 
would have to be procedures put in place on the campus for what happens next.  And sometimes that will 
involve offering the person counseling and sometimes not.”  

 
Dr. Carroll said, “My comment is to the panel to just thank them for such a stimulating 

presentation.  It was excellent.”  
 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “I would like to do something that we do not normally do, but given 

the importance of this issue and the fact that we have such esteemed experts here with us today, is to open 
it up to anybody in the audience who wants to ask any questions of the panel.”  

 
Mr. Albert Fades Fernandez, Professor of Cultural, from Shimer College said, “I want to know if 

the text of the new standard for involuntary commitment is available on the Internet or elsewhere?”  
 
Ms. Rickman Jones said, “It should be.  I do not have the exact citation.” 
 
Ms. Welch said, “It would be available on the Illinois General Assembly website.”  
 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “We can put it on the IBHE website to make it even easier.” 
 

 “This has been a very special meeting, and we truly appreciate the comments you have made, the 
time you have devoted, the fact that you were willing to be here, and the work that you are going to do 
going forward to improve the health and safety of campuses throughout the state of Illinois.  I also want to 
thank President Peters for his interesting and thoughtful remarks.  Again, when something like this 
happens to one of us, it happens to all of us here in Illinois, and that is why we wanted to devote a good 
portion of this meeting to discuss the issues.  Hopefully, we will not have to come here again to talk about 
a particular bad incident, but I am looking forward to maybe in the future having you all come back and 
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talk about some of the changes that have taken place throughout the state of Illinois in the higher 
education system.  I think that would also keep it at the forefront of our thoughts so that we make the 
necessary changes as events warrant and as new conclusions are drawn from the facts on circumstances 
that are around us.  So, I really appreciate it.  Again, thank you all very much.”                

    
VI. Other Board Agenda Items 
 
1. Board Agenda Remarks and Announcements, Carrie J. Hightman  
 

Chairwoman Hightman said, “I would like to welcome our special guests for today’s meeting:  
Dennis Jones and Aims McGuinness of the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems 
(NCHEMS) will address us momentarily regarding the Public Agenda initiative. 
 

“Members of the Faculty Advisory Council and the Chair, Curtis White, will make a special 
presentation as the featured advisory committee for this meeting. 
 

“This is Jason Wallace’s last meeting as chair of the Student Advisory Committee, so I want to 
thank him for his outstanding service and his advocacy on behalf of students.  We wish him well in his 
future endeavors.  
 

“The Task Force for creation of a Public Agenda for Illinois higher education held its first 
meeting last week at DePaul University in Chicago.  We had about 80 people in attendance, and we 
believe that this was a very successful kickoff for the Task Force’s activities.  Dennis Jones and Aims 
McGuinness gave a comprehensive presentation of the public needs for education, which provoked a 
lively and informative discussion. 
 

“The meeting demonstrated to me that we are indeed learning things.  We are learning much 
about the state of Illinois -- its strengths, its shortcomings, its successes and challenges.  The research 
NCHEMS has done and will do lay a solid foundation of evidence on which we can build a Public 
Agenda.  The consultants also are learning, in some cases, about gaps in data, or the peculiar role of each 
sector of higher education in Illinois, as well as some nuances of what makes our system as robust as it is.  
 

“The Board had a productive session with the NCHEMS consultants at its work session 
yesterday, and Dennis and Aims also met with the university presidents and chancellors.  They are very 
good listeners.  Their meetings and briefings to date have really been part of a listening tour to gather 
feedback about the data, their findings, and their preliminary conclusions. 
  

“In fact, they have been virtual Illinois residents over the past few weeks, meeting with a variety 
of stakeholders, including:  legislative committees, community college presidents and trustees, the 
Federation of Independent Illinois Colleges and Universities, state agency officials, nonprofit groups, 
institutional representatives, and the Governor’s Economic Development Subcabinet. 
 

“And their travels are far from over.  They will be meeting with researchers at the University of 
Chicago, and visiting City Colleges of Chicago, suburban community college executives, and the Chicago 
public schools in coming weeks.  
 

“In May and June, they plan a series of regional forums that will be an opportunity to hear from 
local leaders -- business, labor, civic, and education leaders -- in every nook and cranny of Illinois, again, 
to test the data and their understanding of it. 
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“All of which underscores our intent to make this planning process as inclusive, collaborative, 
and transparent as possible. 
 

“I want to renew my invitation to everyone in this room -- please get involved.  We want and 
need your participation to build a strong, lasting, relevant, dynamic Public Agenda for Illinois higher 
education.  That is the goal here, and we are going to achieve it.”  
 
2. Remarks by Judy Erwin, Executive Director 
 
 Ms. Erwin said, “Recently the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget called all of the 
state agency boards and commissioned budget directors and fiscal officers together, and requested, 
because of a $750 million shortfall in the current budget, that all grants that have not been released be 
held until the state’s fiscal situation in this fiscal year is resolved.  Because of that, the Board will not be 
voting on the Cooperative Work Study Grant Program, which was on the agenda today.  We will certainly 
keep you informed.  We will be holding it until we are sure there is the money to actually pay for it.  
 
 “Many of you will be and are participating in IllinoisWorks, a coalition to try to improve a capital 
bill.  Wednesday evening from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., President Poshard is hosting an event at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale at the Civic Center, and Lucy Sloan will be representing the Board.” 
 
3. Presentation by Dennis Jones, President, National Center for Higher Education Management 

Systems 
 

Dennis Jones gave a presentation entitled A Public Agenda for College and Career Success.  
Following the presentation, the following comment was made:  

 
Ms. Erwin said, “There is an advisory group to the public agenda, and many of you are on it.  If 

there are folks you think we are missing or have other suggestions, please let us know through our 
website or by calling our office.  We are trying to be inclusive as possible.”    
 
4. Board Meeting Minutes – February 5, 2008  
 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Dr. Nandi and seconded by Dr. 
Woodward, unanimously approved the minutes of the February 5, 2008 meeting.   
 
5. Financial Report  
 
 The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Dr. Hayes and seconded by Mr. Ruiz, 
unanimously approved the financial report as of February 29, 2008.      
 

   6. Advisory Committee Reports 
 

Jason Wallace, representing the Student Advisory Committee, presented his report to the Board.  
There was no discussion following his report.  

 
Jerry Dill, representing the Proprietary Advisory Committee, presented his report to the Board.  

There was no discussion following his report. 
 

Terry Bruce, representing the Illinois Community College Council of Presidents, presented his 
report to the Board.  There was no discussion following his report. 
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Dave Tretter, representing the Private College and University Advisory Committee, presented his 

report to the Board (see attached).  There was no discussion following his report.  
 

  7. Presentation by Curtis White, Faculty Advisory Council:  The High Cost of Efficiency:  
Appropriate Investment in Illinois’ Intellectual Infrastructure  

 
 After Dr. White’s presentation, the Board had the following discussion:  
 

Mr. Bergman said, “On the proposed New York state plan, the higher education endowment, how 
would the initial endowment funds, or the funds to be put into the endowment, be acquired?”  

 
Dr. White said, “That was something they were debating, and they came nowhere near an answer 

to that question.  I think they were considering a one-time sale of the state asset like we considered selling 
the lottery, or gaming rights, or something like that, but in order to create a very substantial endowment 
because, frankly, public universities are really functioning at a disadvantage with the major privates now as 
has been reported in the news in some detail.  Most of the larger, more prestigious American private 
universities have enormous endowments that the federal government has succeeded in pressuring them to 
turning them into the form of tuition grants to their students.  There are billions and billions of dollars; even 
the University of Illinois has a multibillion dollar endowment.  So, for those of us, especially those public 
institutions that did not get into the endowment business until really the last ten or 15 years, we are way 
behind the game, even though we are frantically working at it.  The best thing would be for the state to do 
right thing and pay for what it needs.  But if we have to do a kind of end around to get the state to pay in 
another form, especially in order to mitigate the effects on poorer and minority students, it is not as if we 
are just doing them a favor.  As the NCHEMS report makes really clear, this state is going to be really 
dependent upon those people getting college educations and being prepared for the workforce in the near 
future.” 

 
  8. New Units of Instruction at Public Community Colleges 
 
  Dr. Pearce said, “Since these figures were last reported to the Board in February, the IBHE staff 

has received 35 new inquiries and 10 new applications.  There are 85 current applications on hand.” 
 
  Dr. Pearce briefly outlined the contents of this item.  After his presentation, the Board had the 

following discussion:  
 
  Mr. Bergman said, “On the Northern Illinois Online Initiative for Nursing on page 44, I believe I 

understand what they are trying to accomplish here, but nursing is something that sometimes takes on-site 
learning in addition to what you can do online.  How are they going to handle what normally would be 
considered lab courses or lab time?”  

 
  Dr. Pearce said, “Each of participating institutions already has an approved nursing program on 

their campus, and what they are basically doing is allowing the non-clinical and non-laboratory courses to 
be offered in an online format.  The other courses would be offered in the traditional format on campus.”  

 
  Mr. Bergman said, “Do we know how many hours of laboratory courses are going to be required 

for someone to graduate because it does not indicate it here?”  
 
  Dr. Pearce said, “I can get that information for you.  It is a standard accepted curriculum.” 
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  Mr. Bergman said, “OK, but there will be lab time?”  
 
  Dr. Pearce said, “Definitely.  It is exactly the same program that would be offered through the 

campuses.”  
 
  Mr. Bergman said, “How about clinical time?  It says something here about six required credits.  

Well, six credit hours, if that is what they are, six hours of clinical time is really not sufficient in my mind 
anyway.”  

 
  Dr. Pearce said, “The curriculum is the standard curriculum that is offered by the other campuses 

and approved by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation for nursing.”  
 
  Mr. Bergman said, “Maybe it is approved by them, but this is a different Board.  Are you saying 

that there is going to be as much clinical time, say, in hospitals and such for these students, as there would 
be for a full-time student on campus taking nursing curricula?”  

 
  Dr. Pearce said, “I can check to verify that, but that was the assurance we were given that these 

were the identical programs offered through the campuses.”   
 
  Chairwoman Hightman said, “Is there anybody here from the school that would be able to 

definitively answer that?”  
 
  Dr. Elaine Johnson said, “This program -- the hybrid mix of this -- is for classroom purposes 

only.  The clinicals will be exactly the same, and so will any other laboratory work they are doing.  They 
are doing this to try to enhance the ability for faculty for the classroom.  Throughout this whole process, 
we have worked with the Department of Nursing, and what we go through with the Department of 
Nursing is that discussions are made, we agree upon what needs to be done, and then after you approve 
this program, it will go to the Department of Nursing to be approved next.  So, they have to approve it 
next.” 

 
  Mr. Bergman said, “That is fine, and that is somebody else, but if you are telling me that they are 

going to have as much lab time and as much clinical time as full-time, on-campus students, that answers 
my question.”  

 
  Dr. Johnson said, “That is correct.”  
 
  Dr. Carroll said, “The University of Illinois also has an online program for nursing, and nursing 

lends itself best to online courses, so I can assure you, if they go through the Department of Nursing, all 
of your clinical concern, that the patient will get the best, will be dealt with.”  

 
  Dr. Johnson said, “I assure you that all of this conversation has taken place and that that will 

occur as they do with the programs that are on the campuses.”  
 
  Mr. Bergman said, “That is fine.  That answers my question.” 
 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Ms. Sloan and seconded by Dr. 
Carroll, unanimously granted authority to College of DuPage to offer the Associate of Applied Science in 
Diagnostic Medical Imaging Sonography subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of 
the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these 
authorizations are granted.   
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And granted authority to College of Lake County to offer the Associate of Applied Science in 

Automotive Collision Repair subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the 
conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations 
are granted.   

 
And granted authority to Highland Community College to offer the Associate of Applied Science 

Wind Turbine Technician subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions 
that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are 
granted.   

 
And granted authority to John A. Logan College to offer the Associate of Applied Science in 

Radiologic Technology subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that 
were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   

 
And granted authority to Kankakee Community College to offer the Associate of Applied Science 

Horticulture Technician subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions 
that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are 
granted.   
 

And granted authority to McHenry County College to offer the Associate of Applied Science in 
Network Security subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were 
presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted authority to Moraine Valley Community College to offer the Associate of Applied 
Science Stationary Engineer subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions 
that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are 
granted.   
 

And granted authority to Morton College to offer the Associate of Applied Science in Massage 
Therapy subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were 
presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted authority to Highland Community College, Kishwaukee College, Rock Valley 
College, and Sauk Valley Community College, as the Northern Illinois Online Initiative for Nursing 
(NION) to offer the Associate of Applied Science in Nursing subject to the institutions’ implementation 
and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon 
which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted authority to Prairie State College to offer the Associate of Applied Science in Music 
Production subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were 
presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted authority to Richland Community College to offer the Associate of Applied Science 
in Culinary Arts subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were 
presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted authority to Spoon River Community College to offer the Associate of Arts in 
Teaching in Early Childhood Education subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of 
the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these 
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authorizations are granted.   
 
And granted authority to Triton Community College to offer the Associate of Arts in Teaching in 

Early Childhood Education subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions 
that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are 
granted.   

 
  9. New Operating and/or Degree-Granting Authority for Independent Institutions 
  
  Dr. Pearce briefly outlined the contents of this item.  After his presentation, the Board had the 

following discussion:  
 
  Chairwoman Hightman said, “For Ellis University on page 61, it seems like it is just a name 

change, and I do not understand why approval is needed.” 
 
  Dr. Pearce said, “Ellis is moving from a for-profit status to a not-for-profit status, and that change 

in corporation entity requires approval.”  
 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Mr. Ruiz and seconded by Dr. 
Carroll, unanimously hereby grants to Benedictine University Authorization to Grant the Doctor of 
Philosophy in Organization Development in the Central Region subject to the institution’s 
implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form 
the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   

 
And granted to Columbia College of Columbia, Missouri Authorization to Grant the Bachelor of 

Arts in Human Services in the North Suburban, Fox Valley, and Western Regions and the Bachelor of 
Science in Management Information Systems in the North Suburban Region subject to the institution’s 
implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form 
the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted to Ellis University Authorization to Operate and to Grant the Bachelor of Science in 
Information and Technology, the Bachelor of Science in Electronics and Information Security, the 
Bachelor of Arts in English, the Bachelor of Science in Behavioral Science, the Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, the Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies, the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies in Interdisciplinary Studies, the Master of Business Administration, the Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration, the Bachelor of Science in Accounting, the Master of Arts in 
Communication Arts, the Master of Science in Instructional Technology, and the Bachelor of Professional 
Studies in Hospitality Management in the Chicago Region subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which 
these authorizations are granted.  
 

And granted to Illinois Institute of Art – Schaumburg Authorization to Grant the Bachelor of 
Science in Audio Production and the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Fashion Design in the North Suburban 
Region subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented 
in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted to Kendall Holdings LLC a Certificate of Approval and Authorization to Operate 
and to Grant the Associate of Arts in Business and Technology, Associate of Arts in Human Services, 
Associate of Arts in Liberal Studies, Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice Management, Bachelor of Arts 
in Early Childhood Education Leadership and Advocacy, Bachelor of Arts in Human Services, Bachelor 
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of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies, Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences, Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 
Associate of Applied Science in Baking and Pastry, Associate of Applied Science in Culinary Arts, 
Bachelor of Arts in Culinary Arts, Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Education, Bachelor of Arts in 
Business and Technology, and Bachelor of Arts in Hospitality Management in the Chicago Region 
contingent upon the transfer of the existing assets of Kendall College as outlined in the application and 
contingent further upon the successful re-accreditation of the existing programs being offered by Kendall 
College by Kendall Holdings LLC and further subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the other conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon 
which this certificate and these authorizations are granted.  
 

And granted to Northwestern Business College – Southwestern Campus Authorization to Grant 
the Associate of Applied Science in Radiologic Technology in the South Metropolitan Region subject to 
the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application 
and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted.   
 

And granted to Quincy University Authorization to Grant the Bachelor of Science in Education 
and the Master of Science in Education in the North Suburban, Fox Valley, West Suburban, South 
Metropolitan, and Chicago regions subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the 
conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which these authorizations 
are granted.   

 
And granted to Roosevelt University Authorization to Grant the Doctor of Education in 

Educational Leadership in the South Metropolitan Region subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which 
these authorizations are granted.   

 
  10. New Units of Instruction, Public Service, and Research at Public Universities 
 
  Dr. Pearce briefly outlined the contents of this item.  There was no discussion following his 

report.  
 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Dr. Washington and seconded by Dr. 
Hayes, unanimously hereby grants to Governors State University Authorization to Grant the Master of 
Arts in Educational Administration in the Fox Valley, West Suburban, Central, and Chicago regions, the 
Master of Arts in Education in the Chicago Region, the Bachelor of Health Administration in the Chicago 
Region, and the Master of Arts in Multi-Categorical Special Education in the West Suburban and 
Chicago regions subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were 
presented in its application and that form the basis upon which this authorization is granted. 
 

And granted to the Northern Illinois University Authorization to Grant the Bachelor of Science in 
Technology in the West Suburban Region subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of 
the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which this authorization 
is granted. 
 

And granted to the Northern Illinois University Authorization to create the Northern Illinois 
Center for Accelerator and Detector Development subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which 
this authorization is granted: 
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And granted to the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Authorization to Grant the Master 
of Science in Industrial Engineering subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the 
conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which this authorization is 
granted. 
 

And granted to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Authorization to Grant the 
Master of Science in Technology Management subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon which 
this authorization is granted. 
 

  11. Public University Noninstructional Capital Project Approval 
 
Dr. Baumgartner briefly outlined the contents of this item.  Following his presentation, the Board 

had the following discussion: 
 
Mr. McNeil said, “The rationale for this is that we are going to be saving maintenance costs.”  
 
Dr. Baumgartner said, “There are two rationales.  One is the maintenance cost; one is the ability 

to use the fields year-round rather than just in the fall.” 
 
Mr. McNeil said, “Why, if the field is natural grass, can it be used only in the fall?” 
 
Dr. Baumgartner said, “Our understanding from the university is that it is torn up so badly after a 

couple months of hard use, that they have to let it lie, reseed, roll it, and carry out the maintenance 
functions.” 

 
Mr. McNeil said, “Do you know the annual maintenance costs now?” 
 
Dr. Baumgartner said, “No, I do not.” 
 
Mr. McNeil said, “The reason for the question is that Northern Illinois University is having 

difficulty finding money for medical packs to be put around the campus, and then we are going to spend 
$1,800,000 to change a field from natural turf to artificial turf.  Even if the rationale is articulated or 
supported, which it is not, I cannot see spending the money that way.  That is 300 full MAP 
scholarships.”  

 
Dr. Baumgartner said, “This project has been reviewed by the students on campus who review 

every project that uses student fees, and it has also been reviewed and approved by the Board of 
Trustees.”  

 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “So, is there a separate fee that each student will pay to support this 

improvement?”  
 
Dr. Baumgartner said, “This is not a separate fee, it is an ongoing fee, but the students review 

how those funds are expended from the fee.”  
 
Dr. Carroll said, “Then it is not coming out of the state’s money.” 
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Mr. Bergman said, “I think it is the same at all state universities.  You cannot use state money or 
tuitions, essentially, for noninstructional purposes.  There is a separate set of fees that go into a separate 
pot of money, and I believe that is where this is coming from.” 

 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “I think the Board is aware of that.”  
 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Dr. Nandi and seconded by Dr. 

Washington, approved the noninstructional capital project described in this item.  Mr. McNeil voted no 
on this item. 
 

12. Illinois Cooperative Work Study Program Fiscal Year 2008 Grant Allocation   
  

Item No. 12 was not presented to the Board for approval at this time.  
 

13. Diversifying Higher Education Faculty In Illinois Program Board Appointment 
 

 The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Dr. Carroll and seconded by Dr. 
Nandi, unanimously hereby approves the appointment of Ms. Leticia Peralta Davis and Dr. Mrinalini 
(Meena) C. Rao and reappoints Dr. Elizabeth Ortiz and Dr. Michael Toney to the DFI Program Board. 
 

14. Appropriation Transfers for Fiscal Year 2008   
  
 The Illinois Board of Higher Education, on motion made by Mr. DeRosa and seconded by Dr. 
Woodward, hereby approves the appropriation transfers listed in this item.  
 

15. Legislative Update  
 

A written Legislative Update Report was submitted to the Board.  
 

16. Other Matters/Public Comment Period  
 

Ms. Sloan said, “I want to address the issue that Jason spoke to us about -- returning veterans and 
their needs.  Southern Illinois University Carbondale has developed a new transition program which, I 
think, would provide a good model to any other institution.  I am sure if you go online you can find it.  It 
has been funded by an Illinois Board of Higher Education HECA grant, and I attended a conference, and I 
think it is an excellent program.” 

 
Chairwoman Hightman said, “The Diversity magazine is focusing on diversity in higher 

education in Illinois.  A lot of the institutions represented here, as well as the DFI program, are discussed 
in the magazine. 

 
 “Our next Illinois Board of Higher Education meeting is June 3 in Springfield, and will be hosted 
by St. John’s College of Nursing.  The featured advisory committee meeting will be the Independent 
College Presidents.”  
 
 Ms. Dearborn said, “As a student member of the Board of Higher Education, I would like to 
thank Jason Wallace for his service to the Student Advisory Council.  He has not only been our executive 
chair for the last year, but prior to that, he was our executive secretary, and I would like to wish him the 
best.”  
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 Chairwoman Hightman said, “We all second that.” 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairwoman Hightman adjourned the 
meeting at 12:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Oseland, Secretary to the Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:  Copies of all items referred to in the minutes (i.e., letters, statements, reports, etc.) are on file with 
the official minutes of the April 1, 2008 meeting.  
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Submitted Remarks of David W. Tretter, President  
The Federation of Independent Illinois Colleges and Universities 
Illinois Board of Higher Education Meeting – April 1, 2008 
 
 
Chairwoman Hightman, Director Erwin and members of the board, thank you for the opportunity to offer 
some brief comments on today’s meeting. 
 
On behalf of the state’s private colleges and universities, I offer my sincere condolences to the families, 
faculty and administration at Northern Illinois University. The tragedy reminded all of us in the Illinois 
higher education community of the special social and learning environment that exists on a college 
campus, and the need to preserve and protect those qualities to further the education of tomorrow’s 
students. 
 
I commend the work and counsel of the Campus Security Task Force, and appreciated their presentation 
today. The collaborative and inclusive process that they have helped develop around campus security, 
most visibly in an outpouring of communication and sharing among all sectors of higher education, is be 
a good lesson to remember as we plan over the next few months and chart the course for what Illinois 
higher education will look like in the future. 
 
Let me also take this chance to thank the IBHE board staff, and the Public Agenda consultants who 
recently met with the Federation’s executive committee to lay out the background research showing how 
Illinois stacks up to the rest of the country in terms of our commitment to higher education. Additionally, 
we continue to work with IBHE staff on efforts to streamline the board’s program approval process, 
which is critically important as institutions, both public and private, seek to meet the educational needs of 
Illinois’ citizens. 
 
Lastly, it’s always great to be back on the campus of Illinois State University, where I received my 
undergraduate degree over 20 years ago. I was encouraged by the remarks of President Bowman, and his 
commitment to improving academic standards on campus. 
 
Thank You. 
 


