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Item #1b 
August 10, 2010 

 
 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION, PUBLIC SERVICE, 
AND RESEARCH AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

 
 
Submitted for: Action. 
 
 
Summary: This item requests approval of two degree programs at two public 

universities.    
 
 
Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approve the following:   
 

Illinois State University 
• Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in Education in 

Elementary Education in the Chicago Region 
 

Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
• Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary Education in the 

Southwestern Region 
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Item #1b 
August 10, 2010 

 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION, PUBLIC SERVICE, 
AND RESEARCH AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

 
 
 By statute, the Illinois Board of Higher Education is responsible for approving new on-
campus and off-campus units of instruction, organized research, and public service, and units of 
administration proposed by public university governing boards.   The Board’s approval criteria, 
defined in rules adopted for administering the statute, address university mission, academic 
control, faculty and staff, support services, financial resources, student demand, curriculum, 
statewide need, and congruence with Board policies and priorities.   In addition to the approval 
criteria in rules, each new program was reviewed for its contributions to the goals of the Illinois 
Public Agenda for College and Career Success, which sets forth new priorities to guide Illinois 
higher education in the first decade of the new millennium.   Staff recommendations are based on 
analyses of application materials and responses to staff questions, and, for advanced degree 
programs, recommendations of external consultants. 
 
Illinois State University 
 
Proposed Program Titles:  Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in Education in 
Elementary Education in the Chicago Region. 
 

Projected Enrollments:  Illinois State University has projected an enrollment figure of 10 
students in the proposed B.S., B.S. in Education in Elementary Education in the first year, 
which will grow to 30 by the fifth year.    

 
Background 
 

Illinois State University (the University) requests for authority to offer the Bachelor of 
Science (B.S.), and Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S. Ed.) in Elementary Education in the 
Chicago Region.  The program is driven by the need to fulfill the vision of the state of Illinois’ 
Grow Your Own (GYO) initiative.  The goal of the Grow Your Own program is to help alleviate 
the shortage of teachers in certain academic subjects, including English Language Learners.  The 
University has identified the Little Village, Kenwood, and Oakland Communities as a target area 
where the educational needs of English Language Learners would be met through its proposed 
program.  The project will support recruitment, training, and retention of elementary teachers 
with bilingual approval which is identified by the Illinois State Board of Education as a critical 
area of teacher shortage in the state.  Students in the proposed programs will be parents, 
community members, and paraprofessionals employed throughout the schools in both 
communities (Kenwood Oakland/Little Village).  Statistically, the impact of growing the teachers 
in both communities will increase the median income of both neighborhoods.  The Grow Your 
Own teachers will increase the number of residents from these communities in respect to the 
number of residents with degrees in higher education.  The statistics will decrease the number of 
turnovers in high-need schools in both communities. 
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Need 
 
1050.30(a)(6): A)  The unit of instruction, research, or public service is educationally and 
economically justified based on the educational priorities and needs of the citizens of Illinois; B) 
The unit of instruction, research, or public service meets a need that is not currently met by 
existing institutions and units of instruction, research, or public service. 
 

The goal of the Grow Your Own program is to help alleviate the shortage of teachers of 
English Language Learners within the Little Village, Kenwood, and Oakland Communities so 
that the educational needs of English Language Learners are met.  The project proposes to 
support recruitment, training, and retention of elementary teachers with bilingual approval which 
is identified by the Illinois State Board of Education as a critical area of teacher shortage in the 
state.   The Little Village community consists primarily of Latino residents where income and 
educational levels are low and crime and gang membership are high.  The population in Little 
Village is 91,071 according to the 2000 census.  Although the area is not a separate city, it is a 
large urban population comprised of a majority of Latino and some African American residents.  
The median income for Little Village families is significantly lower than the Chicago median and 
the majority of families with children under the age of five live in poverty.  The Kenwood 
Oakland Community has a substantial number of low income residents in North Kenwood and 
Oakland.  According to the 2000 census, 52 percent of Oakland residents earn incomes that are 
beneath the poverty line.  Oakland has a median income of $10,739 and experienced a 25 precent 
decrease in population, from 8,197 residents in 1990 to 6,110 in 2000.  The statistics for North 
Kenwood require a deeper analysis because of the disparity that exists within the Kenwood 
boundaries.  While the median income of Kenwood is $36,612, this figure also includes the South 
Kenwood community, which has been historically upper middle class.  The 24 percent of 
Kenwood’s residents who earn incomes below the poverty line reside in North Kenwood.  The 
median income for North Kenwood and Oakland is drastically beneath the median income for the 
Chicago region, which is $75,480.  The residents of Kenwood are 76 percent African American; 
residents of Oakland are 98 percent African American.  Therefore, the need for the program in the 
Chicago region is real. 

 
The Illinois Public Agenda 
 

The program will address Goals 1, 2, and 3 of The Illinois Public Agenda for College and 
Career Success to address the achievement gap in the state by increasing the number of degrees 
and the educational attainment of Illinois residents, particularly African American and 
Latino/Latina residents, who will enroll in this program and who will earn the baccalaureate 
degree.   The program will address the shortage of certified bilingual educators.  Program 
participants commit to working in a high-need school for five years post-graduation.  Indeed, the 
program provides an incentive for participants to complete their degrees and stay in their local 
community where they will teach once they have earned their degrees.  Additionally, the program 
will address Goal 2 to ensure college affordability by providing opportunities to students to 
participate in the Grow Your Own grant program.  It will also address Goal 3 by enhancing the 
economic development needs of the state in producing individuals with high quality post-
secondary credentials who will contribute their expertise to the education of the citizens of 
Illinois. 
 



27 

Comparable Programs in Illinois 
 
 The University emphasizes that while there are other institutions that have traditional 
programs for bilingual/bicultural endorsement, no institution offers the program in the Little 
Village, Kenwood, or Oakland communities.  It also believes that there should be no negative 
impact on other programs as this program provides an opportunity for a specific cohort of 
students who would not otherwise be able to enroll in a degree program.    
 
Mission and Objectives 

Criterion 1050.30(a)(1): A) The objectives of the unit of instruction, research, or public services 
are consistent with the mission of the college or university; B) The objectives of the unit of 
instruction, research, or public service are consistent with what the unit title implies.  
 
 The proposed B.S., B.S. in Education in Elementary Education is consistent with the 
University’s mission to deliver to teachers in the Chicago Region high quality, accessible, and 
affordable undergraduate degree programs for which there is demonstrated demand by students 
and their current or prospective employers.   Illinois State University was founded as a state 
teacher training institution and teacher education is still among the largest categories of 
graduating seniors.  The University mission statement and its strategic plan, Educating Illinois 
2008-2014, stress the University’s mission to serve the citizens of Illinois and beyond.  The 
University’s core value of “Public Opportunity” assures students access to educational 
opportunities through a wide range of educational programs.  Illinois State serves a statewide 
mission in the preparation of certified teachers.  In the last decade, the need for certified bilingual 
teachers has reached a critical proportion in areas with a critical mass of Spanish language 
speakers.  This particular section of the Chicago region, which is specifically targeted for this 
GYO program is one of those areas. 
 
  Upon completion of this program, participants will have the knowledge and skills to 
become certified in elementary education with an option of a bilingual endorsement.  The off-
campus program will incorporate performance outcomes identical to those of the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) - approved Illinois State University 
teacher education program provided on campus.    
 

In addition to exhibiting competency in basic skills such as written and oral 
communication, critical thinking, and technology use, students in the program will be 
expected to demonstrate the ability to perform 12 special functions, the first four being 
the following: 

 
• Know, understand, and use the major concepts, principles, theories, and research related 

to development of children and young adolescents to construct learning opportunities that 
support individual students’ development, acquisition of knowledge and motivation.   

• Know, understand, and use the major concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of content 
for students across the K-6 grades and can create meaningful learning experiences that 
develop students’ competence in subject matter and skills for various developmental 
levels.   

•  Demonstrate a high level of competence in use of English language arts and they know, 
understand, and use concepts from reading, language, and child development, to teach 
reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening, and thinking skills and to help students 
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successfully apply their developing skills to many difference situations, materials, and 
ideas.   

• Know, understand, and use fundamental concepts in the subject matters of science and 
the inquiry processes scientists use in discovery of new knowledge to build a base for 
scientific and technical literacy.   

 
Each of the Program’s learning objectives is aligned to standards set by the NCATE-

approved Specialty Professional Association, the Educational Leadership Constituents Council 
(ELCC). 
 
Curriculum and Assessment 
 
Criterion 1050.30(b)(1): A) The caliber and content of the curriculum assure that the objectives 
of the unit of instruction will be achieved; B) The breadth and depth of the curriculum and 
consistent with what the title of the unit of instruction implies; C) The admission and graduation 
requirements for the unit of instruction are consistent with stated objectives of the unit of 
instruction; D) Provision is made for guidance and counseling of students, evaluations of student 
performance, continuous monitoring of progress of students toward their degree objectives, and 
appropriate academic record keeping.   
 
1050.30(a)(2): the design, conduct, and evaluation of the unit of instruction, research, or public 
service are under the direct and continuous control of the sponsoring institution’s established 
processes for academic planning and quality maintenance.   
 
Admission 
 
  Prospective candidates for this program will be parents, community members, and 
paraprofessionals in Chicago Public Schools (CPS), high-needs schools with diverse student 
populations.  They are required to have completed 60 credit hours or have obtained an associate 
degree from an accredited college.   
 
  The target population must also meet the following criteria: 
 

• Knowledgeable about the schools in their respective communities; 
• Have two or more years of experience as a school paraprofessional; 
• Have a two year degree (or its equivalent) that meets Illinois State University’s 

general education requirements; 
• Agree to complete four pre-requisite courses relevant to teacher education at Illinois 

State (Foundations in Literature for Children, Exceptional Learner, Structure of 
Number Systems II, and Explaining Human Behavior); and 

• Agree to teach for a minimum of five years in a high-needs school in a high-needs 
school district. 
 

Curriculum 
 

The curriculum is based on the required curriculum for Elementary Education Type 03 
certification and the required courses with optional endorsements in Bilingual and English as a 
Second Language (ESL).  The courses will be offered in a central Chicago location.   
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All Elementary Education majors are required to complete 18 semester hours in a 
discipline from one of the following areas: General Science, Social Science, Language Arts, 
Foreign Language, or Mathematics.  Also, all Elementary Education majors are required to 
complete 12 semester hours of science from the areas of Biological Sciences, Chemistry, 
Geology, and/or Physics.  There are 24 hours of required C & I courses; 20 hours of major 
adjunct courses; and 12 hours of Professional Education – a semester long student teaching 
experience.  In addition, there is a bilingual/bicultural education sequence because an Elementary 
Education major who completes the requirements for a B.S. or B.S. in Education degree and who 
completes the proposed required courses listed may be certified as an elementary school teacher 
with bilingual/bicultural approval.  In addition to the courses required for the Elementary 
Education major, other courses include five from C & I, two from English, three from Language, 
Literature and Culture, one from History, one from Anthropology. 

  
Assessment of Student Learning 
 
  The Assessment Plan for the B.S., B.S. in Education in Elementary Education has been 
identified by the University.  They will serve as indicators of student success in learning.  They 
include a successful implementation of the following components:  

 
• Illinois State Content Tests; 
• Content assessment of General Education grades; 
• Pedagogy assessment of an integrated units designed by students; 
• Assessment of student teaching experiences; 
• Literacy Performance-Based Assessments; 
• Teaching Cycle Performance-Based Assessments; and 
• Clinical Reflective Papers.     

 
Program Assessment 
 

The off-campus program plan is the same as the assessment plan used for students in the 
on-campus program.  The Program in Elementary Education utilizes a variety of assessment 
measures to ensure that students achieve the learning objectives identified above, including direct 
measures such as successful implementation of curriculum plans, demonstration of relevant 
language competence, simulations of activities, practicum evaluations, and the culminating 
licensure exam, as well as indirect measures such as student surveys.   Such assessments are 
reliable indicators of students’ level of preparation regardless of whether they complete the 
program on campus or in an off-campus cohort.   The licensure exam, for instance, is always 
completed in a secure testing environment.  Success of students in such testing plus all other 
assessment measures is an empirical indicator of program success. 
 
Facilities (space, equipment, instructional materials) 
 
Criterion 1050.30(a)(4):A)  Facilities, equipment, and instructional resources (e.g., laboratory 
supplies and equipment, instructional materials, computational equipment) necessary to support 
high academic work in the unit of instruction, research, or public service are available and 
maintained; B) Clinical sites necessary to meet the objectives of the unit of instruction, research, 
or public service; C) Library holdings and acquisitions, owned or contracted for by the 
institution, that are necessary to support high quality instruction and scholarship in the unit of 
instruction, research, and public service, are conveniently available and accessible, and can be 
maintained. 
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In its proposed program, Illinois State University has given the assurance of having made 

provision for facilities suitable for instruction in terms of space and safety.  It further indicates 
that classes will be offered at a central location in CPS District 299 and online.  All CPS 
classrooms are equipped with necessary electronic equipment.   Online resources for GYO 
candidates include the use of LiveText, Blackboard, and University accounts. 
 
Library 
 
 The full range of services available to students in the program includes on-campus library 
resources, as well as online access to the Illinois State University Milner Library.   In addition, 
students will have access to the College of Education’s Thomas Metcalf and University High 
School resources (http://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/library/Recommended%20Sites/Teachers.htm).  
New students will be provided an extensive orientation to computer and technology skills 
necessary to be successful in the program. 
 
Faculty and Staff 
 
Criterion 1050.30(a)(3): A) The academic preparation and experience of faculty and staff ensure 
that the objectives of the unit of instruction, research, or public service are met; B) The academic 
preparation and experience of faculty and staff, as evidenced by level of degrees held, 
professional experience in the field of study and demonstrated knowledge of the field, ensure that   
they are able to fulfill their academic responsibilities; C) The involvement of faculty in the  unit of 
instruction, research, or public service is sufficient to cover the various fields of knowledge 
encompassed by the unit, to sustain scholarship appropriate to the unit, and to assure curricular  
continuity and consistency in student evaluation; D) Support personnel, including but not limited 
to counselors, administrators, clinical supervisors, and technical staff, which are directly 
assigned to the unit of instruction, research, or public service, have the educational background 
and experience necessary to carry out their assigned responsibilities. 
 

Illinois State University has identified policies that ensure faculty and other academic 
professionals hired for the proposed program have the appropriate training, credentials, and other 
related qualifications to support its proposed B.S., B.S.  in Ed in Elementary Education program.   
These individuals have earned terminal degrees in the field, as well as experience in classroom 
practices. 

 
Faculty members of the program are very active in research and scholarship in the field 

of curriculum and instruction, teacher education, and bilingual/bicultural education.  They have 
published many journal articles, books, and book chapters.  In addition, several members serve in 
leadership capacities on professional associations in the discipline, including on editorial boards.  
All these indicate the number and qualifications of the existing faculty members are sufficient to 
support the proposed program.   
 
Fiscal and Personnel Resources 
 
Criterion 1050.30(a)(5): A) The financial commitments to support the unit of instruction, 
research, or public service are sufficient to ensure that the faculty, staff and support services 
necessary to offer the unit of instruction, research, or public service can be acquired and 
maintained; B) Projections of revenues necessary to support the unit of instruction, research, or 
public service are based upon supportable estimates of state appropriations, local tax support, 
student tuition and fees, private gifts, and/or government grants and contracts.   

http://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/library/Recommended%20Sites/Teachers.htm�
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No new state appropriations are required to support the delivery of the B.S., B.S.  in 

Education in Elementary Education program in the Chicago Region.   As the budget tables 
indicate, existing departmental resources, the GYO funds, and anticipated tuition income will be 
sufficient to offset expenses.   The University has given an assurance that an estimated income 
from fees, and other incomes accruing to $155,000 the first year of the program, to $203,500 by 
its fourth year, will be sufficient to run the program effectively and efficiently. 

  
Accreditation/Licensure 
 
1050.30(b)(3): Appropriate steps shall be taken to assure that professional accreditation needed 
for licensure or entry into a  professional as specified in the objectives of the unit of instruction is 
maintained or will be granted in a reasonable period of time. 
 
1050.50(a)(1) Three years after approval of a new program, the institution shall provide a 
program progress report to the Board as part of the institution’s annual report.  The third year 
progress report shall describe the institution’s performance in meeting program objectives and 
show where any improvements are necessary.  The placement of a program in voluntary 
temporary suspension will not negate the requirement of submitting a third year progress report. 
 
1050.50(a)(2)(c) Requirement for programs in which State Licensure is Required for Employment 
in the Field: In the case of a program in which State licensure is required for employment in the 
field, a program can be found to be in good standing if the institution is able to provide evidence 
that program graduates are eligible to take the appropriate licensure examination and pass rates 
are maintained as specified in the objectives of the unit of instruction.  If there is no such 
evidence, the institution shall report the program as flagged for review.     
 
  As demonstrated in its application, Illinois State University has given assurances of its 
adequate provision for accreditation and licensure where needed in its program in Elementary 
Education.  Upon completion of this program of study, graduates would have taken the required 
coursework for Elementary Education Type 03 certification and required coursework for 
bilingual approval.  The elementary education program currently offered on campus is accredited 
by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).  The accreditation 
will cover the proposed program.   
 
Program Information 
 
Criterion 1050.30(b)(2)(A) The information the institution provides for students and the public 
shall include the following: (i) An accurate description of the unit of instruction, including its 
objectives, length, and residency requirements if any; (ii) Schedule of tuition, fees, and all other  
charges and expenses necessary for completion of the unit of instruction, and cancellation and 
refund policies; (iii) Student rights and responsibilities; (iv) A statement regarding the 
transferability of college credits, including the fact that the decision to accept transfer credits is 
determined by the receiving institutions; (v) A statement as to how the institution will advise 
students on the nature of the transfer process, including the importance of consulting with 
institutions to which the student may seek to transfer; (vi) Evidence of arrangements for the 
transfer of courses of credits or both to institutional counterparts, when these arrangements 
exist; these arrangements are also known as articulation agreements; (vii) A statement of the 
institution’s most recent graduation rates as provided by the institution to the Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS; and (viii) Other material facts concerning the 
institution and the unit of instruction as are likely to affect the decision of the student to enroll.  
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(B) The information listed in the subsection (b)(2 )(A) shall be available to prospective students 
prior to enrollment and shall be included in the institution’s catalog of programs.   
 

Illinois State University has published material available for students that provide 
information on degree programs, program requirements, and other information on the completion 
of degrees within the University.  The University’s cancellation and refund policies are fair and 
reasonable, and its publications include accurate statements about its accreditation and about 
limitations on transferability of earned credits to other institutions.  Information regarding the 
program and any other matters relating to the undergraduate programs has been on the program’s 
website: http://www.coe.ilstu.edu/ci/undergraduate/programs/elem.shtml).   
 
Staff Conclusion: The staff concludes that Illinois State University and its proposed Bachelor of 
Science, and Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary Education program meet the criteria 
in Sections 1030.30 and 1030.60 of the rules to implement “The Private College Act” (110 ILCS 
205) and “The Academic Degree Act” (110 ILCS 1010) and the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation or licensure. 
 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale   
 
Proposed Program Title: Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary Education in the 
Southwestern Region 
 

Projected Enrollments:  Southern Illinois University Carbondale has projected that about 
15 students will enroll in the first year of the proposed Bachelor of Science in Education 
in Elementary Education and it will enroll approximately 40 students by the fifth year of 
operation.   The students will come primarily from the Kaskaskia College, Centralia 
campus area and the Southwestern Illinois College, Red Bud Campus area.  It is 
estimated that approximately 15 degrees will be awarded at the end of the second year 
increasing to about 36 degrees in the fifth year. 

 
Background 
 

Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC or University) requests authority to offer 
and grant the Bachelor of Science in Education (B.S.Ed.) in Elementary Education in the 
Southwestern Region.   The same program is currently offered by SIUC in the Southern Region 
(on campus) and in the North Suburban Region.  The two programs enrolled 483 students in fall 
2008.   The two programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE) programs.   As with the existing programs, the proposed program will focus 
on teacher preparation with emphasis on graduates of the program being competent, reflective, 
and inquiry-oriented.   Faculty of the program, in collaboration with their colleagues in area 
elementary school teachers and administrators, will prepare students admitted to this program as 
elementary teachers for a global, yet diverse 21st century learning community.   The Reflective 
Teaching Model focuses on three components for effective teaching: basic technical skills and 
knowledge; critical analysis of personal attitudes, behaviors, and performances for active 
decision-making; and the developing and nurturing of a mature perspective on the social milieu. 

 
The Elementary Education program's objectives and curricular standards are drawn from 

the Illinois Core Professional Teaching Standards based on the Interstate New Teacher 
Assessment and Support Consortium Standards for Beginning Teachers, the Association for 
Childhood Education International Standards for Elementary Education, the Illinois Core 
Professional Teaching Standards, and the Illinois Elementary Education Content Standards for 

http://www.coe.ilstu.edu/ci/undergraduate/programs/elem.shtml�
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Teachers.   Pre-service elementary school teachers that will be prepared by this program are 
expected not only to have the appropriate knowledge of English language arts/reading, 
mathematics, social sciences, physical development/health, and fine arts, but also an effective set 
of skills for teaching a diverse group of students.   In addition, students in the program will 
expand their knowledge and skills in many general areas such as human growth and development, 
instructional planning and delivery, communication, assessment, collaborative relationships, and 
reflection and professional growth.    

 
The proposed program will provide needed elementary and middle school teachers for the 

region served by Kaskaskia College within the Southwestern Higher Education Region.    
 
Need 
 
1050.30(a)(6):  A) The unit of instruction, research or public service is educationally and 
economically justified based on the educational priorities and needs of the citizens of Illinois; B) 
The unit of instruction, research or public service meets a need that is not currently met by 
existing institutions and units of instruction, research or public service. 
 

SIUC’s application has amply documented the need for this program is the region.   For 
example, the program will provide additional elementary/middle school teachers for the region 
served by Kaskaskia College and Southwestern Illinois College.   By taking this program to those 
two areas and offering it as a cost-recovery program on evenings and weekends, diverse students 
will be more able to participate while still maintaining their current employment.   Recent 
occupational demand projections of the Illinois Department of Employment Security for the 
Kaskaskia College area indicates significant increase of 14 percent to 20 percent between 2006 
and 2016 of kindergarten, elementary and middle school teachers which comprises eight 
kindergarten teachers, 94 elementary teachers and 35 middle school teachers.   For the same 
period, a higher increase in occupational demand is projected for the Southwestern Illinois 
College area with 17 percent to 23 percent growth.  The growth comprises 47 kindergarten 
teachers, 578 elementary teachers, and 219 middle school teachers.   It is expected that students 
enrolled in this program would be placed for their field experiences in schools in the two 
community college districts to facilitate their employment in the region upon graduation. 
 
The Illinois Public Agenda 
 
 The proposed B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education is designed to address Goals 1, 2, and 3 
of The Illinois Public Agenda.   Goal1: Increase educational attainment to match best-performing 
states would be addressed by eliminating or reducing the achievement gaps by recruiting students 
from diverse backgrounds, including ethnic minorities, urban and rural students, as well as 
students with disabilities.  Goal 2: Ensure college affordability for students, families, and 
taxpayers would be addressed because the program’s cost per credit hours is $250, one of the 
lowest costs among public universities.   Also, by offering the program close to where students 
live in the two community college districts, the students’ cost of travel would be minimized.   
Goal 3: Increase the number of high-quality post-secondary credentials to meet the demands of 
the economy and an increasing global society would be addressed through the awarding high 
quality degrees a teacher education department accredited by NCATE. 
 
Comparable Programs in Illinois  
 

All public universities, except the University of Illinois at Springfield, offer bachelor’s 
degree programs in elementary education.  Thirty-two not-for-profit colleges and universities also 
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offer similar programs in the state.  SIUC proposes to offer the program in the Southwestern 
Region in response to requests from Kaskaskia College, Southwestern Illinois College, and the 
Regional Office of Education in the region.    
 
Mission and Objectives 
 
1050.30(a)(1):  A) The objectives of the unit of instruction, research or public service are 
consistent with the mission of the college or university; B) The objectives of the unit of 
instruction, research or public service are consistent with what the unit title implies.    
 
 The knowledge base of the B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education provides prospective 
teachers with an intellectual anchor and professional demeanor from which to become competent 
reflective practitioners in elementary education.   Objectives of the program are drawn from the 
Illinois Core Professional Teaching Standards that are based on the Interstate New Teacher 
Assessment and Support Consortium Standards for Beginning Teachers, the Association for 
Childhood Education International Standards for Elementary Education, the Illinois Core 
Professional Teaching Standards for Elementary Education, and the Illinois Elementary 
Education Content Standards for Teachers.   The student learning objectives of the program are 
the same as the objectives of the existing bachelor’s program in elementary education and they 
are based on the Illinois Core Professional Teaching Standards and the Illinois Content Standards 
for Elementary Teachers.    
 

Students in the program would acquire their broad knowledge base through a) the core 
curriculum drawn from a number of disciplines such as humanities, arts, social sciences, and 
sciences, b) professional courses and field based courses, c) the curriculum and instructional 
methods courses, and d) courses in the student’s selected concentration and elective courses.   
SIUC’s Reflective Teaching Model to be used in this program focuses on three components for 
effective teaching: basic technical knowledge, critical analysis of personal attitudes, behaviors 
and performances for active decision-making, and the developing and nurturing of a mature 
perspective of the social milieu.   The curriculum is designed for pre-service students to expand 
their knowledge and skills in areas such as human growth and communication, assessment, 
collaborative relationships, reflection, and professional growth.    

 
The Goals of the B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education program are compatible with the 

mission and priorities of the University. 
 
Curriculum and Assessment 
 
1050.30(b)(1)  [applicable only to units of instruction]:  A) The caliber and content of the 
curriculum assure that the objectives of the unit of instruction will be achieved; B) The breadth 
and depth of the curriculum are consistent with what the title of the unit of instruction implies; C) 
The admission and graduation requirements for the unit of instruction are consistent with the 
stated objectives of the unit of instruction; D) Provision is made for guidance and counseling of 
students, evaluations of student performance, continuous monitoring of progress of students 
toward their degree objectives and appropriate academic record keeping. 
 
1050.30(a)(2):  The design, conduct, and evaluation of the unit of instruction, research or public 
service are under the direct and continuous control of the sponsoring institution’s established 
processes for academic planning and quality maintenance. 
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Admission Requirements 
 

Admissions to the Elementary Education major are to be handled by the Department of 
Curriculum and Instruction’s advisor for off-campus programs.   Admission to the program 
includes passing the Illinois Test of Basic Skills, an overall GPA of 2.75 or higher, and 
completion of the appropriate associate degree from the two community colleges in the 
Southwestern Region or other community colleges.    

 
Curriculum 
 

The knowledge base for Elementary Education focuses on the knowledge, skills, and 
dispositions required for effective, reflective teaching.  The elementary education majors (K-9) in 
this program would primarily acquire their broad knowledge base through (1) the core 
curriculum, including humanities, arts, social sciences and science; (2) courses taken as electives 
from other departments including the student's chosen concentration; (3) the professional core 
courses, including field-based courses; and (4) the curriculum and instruction methods courses.   
The knowledge base for the program is outlined by the Illinois Core Professional Teaching 
Standards and the Illinois Content Standards for Elementary Teachers.  Pre-service Elementary 
teachers are expected not only to have the appropriate knowledge of English Language 
Arts/Reading, Science, Mathematics, Social Science, Physical Development/Health, and Fine 
Arts, but also an effective repertoire of skills with which to teach a diverse student population.  In 
addition, majors in the program are expected to expand their knowledge and skills in areas such 
as human growth and development, instructional planning and delivery, learning environments, 
communication, assessment, collaborative relationships, reflection, and professional growth.  The 
Elementary Education knowledge base provides prospective teachers with an intellectual anchor 
from which to become more reflective practitioners. 
  
 The curriculum of the Elementary Education program has 128 semester credit hours of 
instruction consisting of general education courses, courses for the major, including hours for a 
concentration, and teacher education courses.  General education courses for the program consist 
of 41 hours including English composition, speech communication, history, psychology and 
science.  The major itself requires 45 credit hours, including 15 hours for methodology in areas 
such as mathematics, reading, language arts, science, health education, music and children’s 
literature.  In addition, students take an introductory course in music and a course in children’s 
literature.  Within courses for the major, students are expected to complete at least one 18-hour 
concentration to be selected from fields such as mathematics, science, English, social science, 
foreign language, art, music, or theater.  The professional teacher education component 
encompasses 28 credit hours of which 15 hours are for both formal classroom instruction and 
related field experiences teaching in schools.  Courses for this section of the curriculum cover 
several areas such as educational history, an introduction to reflective teaching practice; human 
growth, development, and learning; characteristics and methods for teaching exceptional children; 
classroom planning, organization and management; and evaluation of learning and teaching.   
Also, students complete elective courses. 
 
Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 
 

SIUC has developed and implemented for the existing B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education 
program offered on campus and the North Suburban Region, a comprehensive, formative, and 
summative assessment program for evaluating student learning outcomes.   The same assessment 
tools will be used to evaluate student learning outcomes in the proposed off-campus program.   
The assessment tools will examine and rate many components of the proposed program, including 
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student performance in tests and examinations in the program, the quality of supervised teaching 
practice completed by graduates, student competence in the selected area of teaching 
concentration, the results of student course evaluations, and the proportion of students in this 
program who have taken and passed the teacher certification examinations.  Any serious 
limitation of the program will be addressed before or as a part of the University’s periodic eight-
year program review of the elementary education program to strengthen the program.   

 
  Formal feedback from students completing the Elementary Education Program would be 
obtained via the program evaluation, to be completed after the capstone presentation of students 
in the program.  Additional assessment information would be acquired informally in class 
discussions, during the capstone presentation itself, and in focus group interviews of program 
completers by appropriate faculty.  Participating partner school faculty will provide feedback 
related to students’ efforts during field experiences and to program graduates who serve as 
colleagues in subsequent years.   Also additional feedback would be obtained during the spring 
Teacher Education Roundtable, where partner school faculty and administration will come 
together to critique the whole program.   Individual University faculty members will facilitate the 
discussion and serve as note takers during the event. 
 
Program Assessment 
 

Consistent with the IBHE staff requirements, the University will submit to the IBHE a 
progress report on the B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education program at the end of the third year of 
operation. The report will summarize key areas of accomplishments by the program and 
remaining challenges. In addition, the program faculty will participate in SIUC’s eight-year 
program review process to assess the program using multiple measures including evaluation of 
faculty teaching in the program by students, the level of faculty research and scholarship, awards 
and honors, retention and graduation rate of students in this program, the level of alumni and 
employer satisfaction with the program, the number of graduates admitted to post baccalaureate 
programs.  A summary of the program review, including the program’s strengths and weaknesses, 
as well as steps to be taken to improve the program, will be submitted by the University to the 
IBHE with summaries of other program reviewed in the same cycle.    
 
  Annual faculty meetings with program assessment on the agenda are held both on and off 
campus to ascertain needs, adjust goals and objectives, and provide feedback concerning the 
condition and direction of this program.  Faculty from the off-campus sites will meet regularly 
with the program coordinator and periodically with the on-campus faculty to share insights and 
verify program consistency across sites, and to address any problems that affect all sites. 
 
Facilities (space, equipment, instructional materials) 
 
1050.30(a)(4):  A) Facilities, equipment and instructional resources (e.g., laboratory supplies 
and equipment, instructional materials, computational equipment) necessary to support the high 
quality academic work in the unit of instruction, research or public service are available and 
maintained; B) Clinical sites necessary to meet the objectives of the unit of instruction, research 
or public service; C) Library holdings and acquisitions, owned or contracted for by the 
institution, that are necessary to support high quality instruction and scholarship in the unit of 
instruction, research and public service, are conveniently available and accessible, and can be 
maintained. 
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Library 
 
 Library resources for the program, including text books, text and electronic journals, and 
instructional materials will be the same as those used successfully for the existing programs on 
campus and in the North Suburban Region.  Students enrolled in the off-campus program will 
have access to the same resources with assistance of the University’s online resources and the 
Internet as students in the program offered in the North Suburban Region already do.   Each 
student will have access to the University’s library resources and the Illinois State Library System 
resources which consist of 71 academic libraries statewide.    
 
Technology and Instructional Resources 
 

Students in the proposed off-campus program are able to access the resources of Morris 
Library at Carbondale electronically.  In addition, they would have access to the library facilities 
of either Kaskaskia College or the Southwestern Illinois College.  Needed academic support 
services, such as computer labs, are available at the off-campus sites.  Students in programs 
located at community colleges are eligible to utilize the writing centers at those colleges.   

 
The University makes technology and technology training available to all its off-campus 

students to ensure that they can use the technology effectively.  The services include online 
tutorials as well as a 24-hour Helpline.   In addition to online student support services, with the 
assistance from Kaskaskia College and Southwestern Illinois College, and the local school 
districts in the region, the University has indicated that it will provide additional needed services 
at the local communities closer to where students live. 
 
Faculty and Staff 
 
1050.30(a)(3):  A) The academic preparation and experience of faculty and staff ensure that the 
objectives of the unit of instruction, research or public service are met; B) The academic 
preparation and experience of faculty and staff, as evidenced by level of degrees held, 
professional experience in the field of study and demonstrated knowledge of the field, ensure that 
they are able to fulfill their academic responsibilities; C) The involvement of faculty in the unit of 
instruction, research or public service is sufficient to cover the various fields of knowledge 
encompassed by the unit, to sustain scholarship appropriate to the unit, and to assure curricular 
continuity and consistency in student evaluation; D) Support personnel, including but not limited 
to counselors, administrators, clinical supervisors, and technical staff, which are directly 
assigned to the unit of instruction, research or public service, have the educational background 
and experience necessary to carry out their assigned responsibilities. 

The University has indicated that there will be sufficient qualified faculty to support the 
proposed program.   Some faculty currently teaching in the existing program at the home campus 
may also teach at the off-campus locations. 

 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale will ensure that its faculty and staff are 

appropriately prepared and credentialed to serve the proposed program by using only those 
faculty approved by the pertinent academic departments based on their requirements for hiring, 
promotion, and tenure decisions.    
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Fiscal and Personnel Resources 
 
1050.30(a)(5):  A) The financial commitments to support the unit of instruction, research or 
public service are sufficient to ensure that the faculty and staff and support services necessary to 
offer the unit of instruction, research or public service can be acquired and maintained; B) 
Projections of revenues necessary to support the unit of instruction, research or public service 
are based on supportable estimates of state appropriations, local tax support, student tuition and 
fees, private gifts, and/or governmental grants and contracts. 
 

No new state resources are requested to establish the B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education in 
the Southwestern Higher Education Region.   The program will be funded by tuition and fees of 
students enrolled in the program, reallocated resources, and resources from Kaskaskia College 
and Southwestern Illinois Colleges in the region.  The budget of the program is projected to grow 
from $42,962 in the first year to $68,518 in the fourth year.  This budget is relatively low because 
significant resources for the program including facilities and equipment would be provided by the 
two community colleges (Kaskaskia and Southwestern) where the program would be offered.   
Also, some of the faculty members that currently support the elementary education program on 
campus and in the North Suburban Region and the courses they teach will support this program.   
Any additional funding needs will be met by internal reallocation of University funds.    
 
Accreditation and Licensure 
 
1050.30(b)(3)  [applicable only to units of instruction]:  Appropriate steps have been taken to 
assure that professional accreditation needed for licensure or entry into a profession as specified 
in the objectives of the unit of instruction is maintained or will be granted in a reasonable period 
of time. 
 
Reporting Requirement (Board Policy, April 2002):  Programs in which state licensure requires 
specialized accreditation for students to obtain professional licensure, but which have not yet 
achieved accreditation, will undergo full review and report to IBHE every three years until 
accreditation is achieved. 
 
 The existing B.S.Ed. in Elementary Education offered by SIUC on campus and in the 
North Suburban Region is currently accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE).   It is expected that if this proposal is approved by the IBHE, the 
program also would be covered by the NCATE accreditation.  The proposed program is designed 
for its students to get certification to teach in K-9 grades. 
 
Program Information  
 
1050.30(b)(2):  [applicable only to units of instruction]:  The information which the institution 
provides for students and the public accurately describes the unit of instruction, including its 
objectives, length, residency requirements if any, schedule of tuition, fees, and all other charges 
and expenses necessary for completion of the unit of instruction, cancellation and refund policies, 
student rights and responsibilities, and such other material facts concerning the institution and 
the unit of instruction as are likely to affect the decision of the student to enroll.   Such 
information shall be available to prospective students prior to enrollment. 
 

Information about Southern Illinois University Carbondale’s Bachelor of Science in 
Education in Elementary Education, including a detailed description of the curriculum, admission 
requirements, tuition, fees, and other cost information as well as university and undergraduate 
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school policies, will be published on the University’s website, www.siuc.edu.   Comparable 
information about the program will be published in hard copy in the University’s Undergraduate 
Catalog.  Similar information may be available from the College of Education and Human 
Services, and the Department of Curriculum and Instruction.    
 
Staff Conclusion.   The staff concludes that the Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary 
Education program proposed by Southern Illinois University Carbondale meets the criteria to 
implement the Board of Higher Education Act (110 ILCS 205/et.seq.) as set forth in 23 Illinois 
Administrative Code, Ch.  II, Section 1050.30, and the Illinois Board of Higher Education 
policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation or licensure. 
 
 The staff recommends adoption of the following resolutions: 
 
 The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants to Illinois State University, 
authorization to establish the Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in Education in 
Elementary Education in the Chicago Region subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon 
which this authorization is granted. 
 
 The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants to Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, authorization to establish the Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary 
Education in the Southwestern Region subject to the institution’s implementation and 
maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its application and that form the basis upon 
which this authorization is granted. 

http://www.siuc.edu/�
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