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Item #C-7 

December 6, 2011 

 

 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 

 

Submitted for: Action. 

 

 

Summary: This item requests approval of two new associate degree programs to be 

offered at two community colleges. 

 

 

Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approves the following 

programs at the colleges indicated: 

 

Joliet Junior College  

 Associate in Applied Science in Digital Media Production 

    

   Sauk Valley Community College 

 Associate in Applied Science in Computer Information 

Specialist: Server Specialist 
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Item #C-7  

December 6, 2011 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

 

NEW UNITS OF INSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
 

 

 By statute, the Illinois Board of Higher Education is responsible for approving new 

associate degree programs proposed by public community colleges.  The Board’s approval 

criteria, defined in administrative rules, address relevance to college mission, academic control, 

faculty and staff, support services, financial resources, student demand, employer demand, 

curriculum, and congruence with IBHE policies and priorities.  Before a recommendation for 

approval of an associate degree program is submitted to the IBHE for approval, staffs of the 

IBHE and the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) review the proposal.  Once agreement is 

reached on a proposal having met the approval criteria, a recommendation for approval is 

presented to each board. 

 

Joliet Junior College 

1215 Houbolt Road 

Joliet, IL 60431-8938 

Interim President: Frank Zeller 

 

Proposed Program Title:  Associate in Applied Science degree in Digital Media Production 

 

Projected Enrollments:  Joliet Junior College anticipates an enrollment of 20 full-time 

and 30 part-time students the first year, increasing to 30 full-time and 40 part-time 

students by the third year.  

 

Introduction, Curriculum, and Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 

  

Joliet Junior College (the College) is seeking approval to offer a 68 credit hour Associate in 

Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in Digital Media Production.  Graduates of the program will be 

prepared for entry-level employment in sound, video, and film production.  The program is 

designed to provide individuals with an understanding of the field and skills useful in all media 

production technologies.  The program builds upon this foundation to include a specialization and 

an opportunity for an internship.  The degree curriculum includes 15 credit hours of required 

general education coursework and 53 credit hours of career and technical education coursework. 

The career and technical component includes instruction in concepts of digital media, graphic 

design, animation, motion graphics, digital audio production, beginning and advanced digital 

video editing and manipulation, 3D Modeling, introductory and advanced image manipulation, 

introductory visual illustration, digital media project production, and technical electives that 

would allow students to specialize in sound, video, or film production.  

  

Assessment of student learning in the program will be achieved through evaluation of a student 

portfolio by program faculty.   
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Labor Market Information 

 

 Labor market information provided by the College supports the interest in and the need 

for individuals with skills in digital media technology.  According to the Illinois Department of 

Employment Security (IDES), employment growth for related occupations across all industries, 

such as Multi-media Artists and Animators is expected to increase by 10.3 percent, employment 

of Audio and Video Equipment Technicians is expected to increase by 11.5 percent, employment 

of Sound Engineering Technicians is expected to increase by 9.1percent, and employment of Film 

and Video Editors is expected to increase by 9.4 percent statewide through 2018. Locally the 

College has seen a significant increase in the interest of their community and student population 

for a program of this nature.   

 

Resources: Faculty, Staff, etc. 

 

 The program will require one existing full-time and two existing part-time faculty the 

first year to implement the program.   Qualified faculty will hold a minimum of a Master’s degree 

in Digital Media, Multi-media or a closely related field, three years related occupational 

experience, and three years teaching experience.   The College plans to purchase equipment and 

software necessary to implement the program, while existing facilities are adequate to support the 

program.  Cost to implement the program will be approximately $5,200 during the first year, 

$46,500 during the second year, and $1,700 during the third year.  Higher second year costs 

reflect the addition of a full-time faculty coordinator for the program.  The program will 

otherwise be supported through student tuition and fees.  

 

Staff Conclusion.  The staff concludes that Joliet Junior College and its proposed degree 

program meets the criteria in Sections 1030.30 and 1030.60 of the rules to implement the Private 

College Act (110 ILCS 1005) and The Academic Degree Act (110 ILCS 1010) and the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation for licensure.   

 

Sauk Valley Community College 

173 IL Rt. 2 

Dixon, IL 61021 

President: Dr. George Mihel 

 

Proposed Program Title:  Associate in Applied Science degree in Computer Information 

Specialist: Server Specialist 

 

Projected Enrollments:  Sauk Valley Community College anticipates an enrollment of 10 

full-time and 15 part-time students the first year increasing to 15 full-time and 20 part-

time by the third year.  

 

Introduction, Curriculum, and Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes 

 

 Sauk Valley Community College (the College) is seeking approval to offer a 64 credit 

hour Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree program titled Computer Information 

Specialist: Server Specialist.  This program will prepare individuals for employment as computer 

client/server network administrators in a variety of business, industrial, and public environments. 

The program consists of 19 credit hours of required general education and 45 credit hours of 

career and technical education.  The career and technical component includes instruction in 

introductory computer information systems, Windows Server fundamentals, Windows Active 
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Directory, Windows Operating Systems, Windows Server Application infrastructure, Windows 

Enterprise Administration, Windows Network infrastructure, Network + Certification, A+ 

Certification, and related technical electives.  Several individual courses or course sequences will 

prepare students for Microsoft Certifications including the Microsoft Certified IT Professional 

(MCITP): Server Administrator and Enterprise Administrator credentials.  

 

 Assessment of student learning will be achieved through evaluation of the student’s 

performance on a comprehensive pre-test for the Microsoft Certification MCITP exam, as well as 

the completion of a hands-on project requiring the installation, set-up, and configuration of a 

Windows Server.   

 

Labor Market Information 

 

 Labor market information provided by the College supports the interest in and the need 

for a training program in this field of study. Currently the College offers related programs in 

networking and has found a significant need for additional offerings in Microsoft Windows 

Servers. According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES), employment of 

Computer and Network Systems Administrators is expected to increase by 15.4 percent statewide 

through 2018.  

 

Resources: Faculty, Staff, etc. 

 

 One existing full-time faculty and three existing part-time faculty will be required to 

implement this program.  Qualified faculty hold a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, 

Information Technology or closely related field, a minimum of one year occupational experience, 

and one year teaching experience, as well as MCITP certification. Because the College already 

has related programs in place, all facilities and major equipment are currently in place to 

adequately support the program.  Cost to implement the program will be approximately $7,200 

the first year and $14,400 each year during the second and third years. The program will 

otherwise be supported through student tuition and fees.  

 

Staff Conclusion.  The staff concludes that Sauk Valley Community College and its proposed 

degree program meets the criteria in Sections 1030.30 and 1030.60 of the rules to implement the 

Private College Act (110 ILCS 1005) and The Academic Degree Act (110 ILCS 1010) and the 

Illinois Board of Higher Education policies pertaining to assessment and accreditation for 

licensure.   

 

 The staff recommends adoption of the following resolutions:  

 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants to Joliet Junior College 

Authorization to grant the Associate in Applied Science in Digital Media Production subject to 

the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions that were presented in its 

applications and that form the basis upon which these authorizations are granted. 

 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby grants to Sauk Valley Community College 

Authorization to grant the Associate in Applied Science in Computer Information Specialist: 

Server Specialist subject to the institution’s implementation and maintenance of the conditions 

that were presented in its applications and that form the basis upon which these authorizations 

are granted. 
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