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Item #V-16 

December 10, 2013 

 

 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITY 

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL CAPITAL PROJECT APPROVAL 
 

 

Submitted for: Action. 

 

 

Summary: This item recommends approval of the following public university 

non-instructional capital project: 

  

 

 University of Illinois Urbana Champaign   

      Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls Restroom Renovations   

 $ 5,000,000 

  

 

  

   

Action Requested: That the Illinois Board of Higher Education approve the non-

instructional capital project described in this item. 
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Item #V-16 

December 10, 2013 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITY 

 NON-INSTRUCTIONAL CAPITAL PROJECT APPROVAL 

 

 
 The University of Illinois is seeking Illinois Board of Higher Education approval of a 

residence hall restroom renovation project on the Urbana/Champaign campus.  This item provides 

details regarding the project’s background, scope, financing, and schedule.        
 

                      

             Institution/Project                          Total Estimated Cost 

   

1)  University of Illinois Urbana Champaign 

                

           Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls Restroom Renovation $5,000,000 

               

 

 

 

1) University of Illinois Urbana Champaign 

 

 Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls Restroom Renovation 

 

Project Background & Scope 

 

  The University of Illinois is seeking IBHE approval to proceed with a non-instructional 

capital project at the University of Illinois Urbana/Champaign (UIUC) campus.  The project 

submitted for consideration is the restroom renovation of the Pennsylvania Avenue Residence 

Halls.  The Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls (PAR) is made up of four buildings similar in 

design and size that were constructed in the early 1960’s.  These four buildings – Babcock, 

Saunders, Carr and Blaisdell Halls – anchor the southeast portion of the main campus and were 

the first coeducational undergraduate dorms on the UIUC campus.  Consisting of four floors per 

building, each building has between 53,000 and 55,000 gross square feet of space. 

 

  This project will renovate existing toilet/ shower facilities that are multi user in nature on 

each floor of two buildings, those being Babcock and Saunders Halls.  The goal is to convert the 

multi user restroom concept into groupings of eight single use restrooms.  With the proposed 

design a user will have access to a private toilet and shower with the common area containing 

sinks for use by all occupants.  In aggregate the restroom facilities in each building comprise 

2,934 square feet and provide 124 fixtures.  With this remodel, an estimated square footage for 

restrooms will be 2,460 and will provide 136 fixtures.  On July 25, 2013, the University Of 

Illinois Board Of Trustees approved renovations of the PAR restroom facilities and a $5.0 million 

budget.  The University is seeking approval from the IBHE at its December 10, 2013 meeting. 
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Project Rationale 

 

 The PAR restroom renovation project will provide University Housing with the 

flexibility to assign floors on a coeducational basis.  The renovation will also provide students 

with vastly improved privacy, comfort, and accessibility that is currently lacking.  This project 

promotes the non-instructional objectives of the University of Illinois as well as the goals of the 

Public Agenda.  On campus student housing plays an important role in recruiting and retaining 

students and enhancing the student college experience. 

 

 

Project Cost & Financing 

 

The total estimated cost of the Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls restroom 

renovation project is $5.0 million.  The estimated costs for the various improvements and 

renovations are shown in Table 1.   Funding for the project will be financed from institutional 

funds with reimbursement coming from the auxiliary facility system repair and replacement 

funds.  
  

Table 1 

Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls Restroom Renovations 

Estimated Project Costs 

 

Construction Budget         $3.8 million 

 Bid Contingency              190,000 

 Construction Contingency         380,000 

Owner’s Cost/Professional Services        630,000 

 

  Total        $ 5.0 million 

 

 

Constituency Input/Decision-Making 

 

 Bathroom privacy ranks at or near the top of concerns for students each year and has for 

some time based on housing surveys and feedback.  Given these concerns, on July 25, 2013, the 

University of Illinois Trustees unanimously approved the renovation project and the $5.0 million 

budget.  

 

 

Project Schedule 
 

  The construction phase of the restroom renovation project will begin in Mid-May 2015 

with an expected completion date in early August 2015 in time for fall 2015 occupancy.   

 

July 25, 2013   UI Board of Trustees Approval  

December 10, 2013  IBHE Consideration  

Late 2014   BOT Award Contracts   

May 2015 - August 2015 Construction Phase 
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Recommendation 

 

Staff has reviewed this project and found it to be in accordance with the Board’s 

Noninstructional Capital Project Guidelines, approved by the Illinois Board of Higher Education 

in August 2002, and administrative rules.  The project is consistent with the mission and scope of 

the institution; provides needed additional, replacement, or more efficiently utilized space; and is 

economically feasible, as required by administrative rules. 

 

 The staff recommends adoption of the following resolution: 

 

 The Illinois Board of Higher Education hereby approves the non-instructional capital 

project included in this item. 
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