
 
 

 

 
 

 

December 2, 2013  
 

Illinois’ research universities play essential role in contributing to the 

State’s economic growth and job creation 
 

University of Illinois and Northern Illinois University to showcase research 

resulting in new companies, new jobs, and new community development. 

 

 
Springfield – Investment in basic scientific research at higher education institutions supports economic 

development through technological innovations, entrepreneurship, and new business start-ups. The return 

on investment from federal and state support for research activities on university campuses is evidenced in 

the economic growth of states and regions where universities play a key role in the development of new 

products that lead to new jobs and  workforce development. The fourth goal of the State’s educational and 

economic development plan, The Illinois Public Agenda for College and Career Success, calls on Illinois 

to “better integrate Illinois’ educational, research, and innovation assets to meet economic needs of the 

State and its regions.” At its December 10 Board meeting, the Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE) 

will hear reports from two Illinois public research universities that exemplify the crucial roles universities 

play in the State and their communities by integrating academic research and preparing students to enter the 

workforce of new businesses created as a result of their research activities. 

 

Dr. Lawrence B. Schook, Vice President for Research at the University of Illinois, and Northern Illinois 

University’s Dr. Anne Kaplan, Vice President for Outreach, Engagement, and Information Technologies, 

and Dr. Lisa Freeman, Interim Vice President and Provost, will discuss how their research communities 

have collaborated with the business community to meet Illinois’ economic needs. The University of 

Illinois (U of I) annual research funding totals nearly $900 million from federal, state, and private sources 

fueling innovation and economic growth across the State. Northern Illinois University (NIU) recently was 

recognized with the Economic Prosperity University Award from the Association of Public and Land-Grant 

Universities. As one of four national winners, NIU received the “Place” Award for excelling in community 

development work, including an expansion of broadband internet access throughout the region, maximizing 

off-campus P-20 STEM outreach educational activities by faculty and staff, and supporting  an expanded 

aerospace job cluster in Rockford. 

 

“Illinois’ academic research universities are essential partners with our State’s economic development 

leaders in government and industry to improve Illinois’ economy and prepare our college students for the 

jobs of today and the future,” stated Lindsay Anderson, IBHE chair. “I am very pleased the Board will 

receive an informative report on how two of our public universities are developing cutting–edge research 

and academic activities that address the goals of the Illinois Public Agenda to help grow Illinois’ economy 

while boosting the careers of Illinois’ college graduates.” 

 

The IBHE will meet Tuesday, December 10, 2013, at 8:30 a.m. at Governors State University, 1 University 

Parkway, University Park. The Board will immediately convene in executive session, and will reconvene in 

open session at approximately 2:00 p.m. when the Public Agenda Showcase on Research Universities and 

Job Creation will be presented, and action items will be addressed by the Board.  
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