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	Applicant Information

	Institution
	

	Contact Information

	Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Department
	

	Street Address


	

	
	

	City, State,  & Zip Code
	

	Phone Number
	

	Fax Number
	

	Email Address
	


	Eligibility Verification

	Only answer the questions that are applicable to the nursing program in your proposal.

	If your proposal is for an ADN program, answer questions 1-4.  

	1) 
	Is the program approved by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation? 
	Yes
	[image: image1.wmf]
	No
	[image: image2.wmf]

	2)
	Is the program accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) (previously the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission)? 

Provide a copy of the current accreditation letter.
	Yes
	[image: image3.wmf]
	No
	[image: image4.wmf]

	3)


	Does the institution have an articulation agreement with at least one institution of higher learning that offers baccalaureate degrees for registered nurses?

Provide a copy of a current articulation agreement.
	Yes
	[image: image5.wmf]
	No
	[image: image6.wmf]

	4)


	Does the program meet ONE of the following criteria? 

 (i)  Is the NCLEX-RN pass rate for first-time applicants less than the national pass rate in 2013 (83 percent)?  

Number of Candidates

Number Pass

Pass Rate (%)

Total

 (ii)  Is the program attrition rate greater than 15 percent during the most recent academic year?  

Solely for the purposes of this grant, attrition rate is defined as the number of nursing students who do not complete a program expressed as a percentage of the total number of nursing students who entered the program in the same academic year as a cohort.  For example, 100 students started the ADN program in the fall and 15 students dropped or failed the ADN program during the academic year, expressed as 15 divided by 100 = 15%.  

Provide the calculation.


	Yes
	[image: image7.wmf]
	No
	[image: image8.wmf]

	If your proposal is for an RN-BSN completion program, answer questions 5 and 6.

	5)
	Is the program accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) (previously the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission) or the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)?  

Provide a copy of the current accreditation letter.
	Yes
	[image: image9.wmf]
	No
	[image: image10.wmf]

	6)
	Is the program attrition rate greater than 15 percent during the most recent academic year?   

Solely for the purposes of this grant, attrition rate is defined as the number of nursing students who do not complete a program expressed as a percentage of the total number of nursing students who entered the program in the same academic year as a cohort.  
For example, if 20 students started the RN-BSN completion program in the fall and 3 students dropped or failed the RN-BSN completion program during the academic year, the attrition rate would be expressed as 3 divided by 20 = 15%.  

Provide the calculation  


	Yes
	[image: image11.wmf]
	No
	[image: image12.wmf]

	If your proposal is for a BSN and/or ABSN program, answer questions 7-9.

	7)
	Is the program approved by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation? 
	Yes
	[image: image13.wmf]
	No
	[image: image14.wmf]

	8)


	Is the program accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) (previously the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission) or the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)?  

Provide a copy of the current accreditation letter.      
	Yes
	[image: image15.wmf]
	No
	[image: image16.wmf]

	9)
	Does the program meet ONE of the following criteria? 

(i)  Is the NCLEX-RN pass rate for first-time applicants less than the national pass rate in 2013 (83 percent)?  

Number of Candidates

Number Pass

Pass Rate (%)

Total

(ii)  Is the program attrition rate greater than 15 percent during the most recent academic year?  

Solely for the purposes of this grant, attrition rate is defined as the number of nursing students who do not complete a program expressed as a percentage of the total number of nursing students who entered the program in the same academic year as a cohort.  
For example, if 50 students started the BSN program in the fall and 7 students dropped or failed the BSN program during the academic year, the attrition rate would be expressed as 7 divided by 50 = 14%.  

Provide the calculation.


	Yes
	[image: image17.wmf]
	No
	[image: image18.wmf]


	Grant Proposal

	Traditionally, the grant period will start in early February 2015 and end in late May 2016.  However, in fiscal year 2015 you have options.  If the project will need more than 16 months to implement and to evaluate, you may select a longer grant period of 19 months, 23 months, or 24 months.  

Place an “X” next to the proposed length of the grant period:  

February 2015 through May 2016 – 16 months

February 2015 through August 2016 – 19 months

February 2015 through December 2016 – 23 months

February 2015 to February 2017 – 24 months

In your proposal, describe the proposed use of grant funds including:  (1) evidence of current research and best practices to support your proposed strategies; (2) an evaluation plan to identify the expected outcomes and how you will measure success; and (3) explain projected institutional support and sustainability of grant-funded activities. 

Prepare your proposal in a separate file and include with the application.



	Performance Measures

	Answer the following questions for the nursing program(s) included in your grant proposal.

	1)
	What is the first year retention rate(s) for the nursing program(s) included in your proposal?

Solely for the purposes of this grant, retention rate is defined as the number of nursing students who complete a program expressed as a percentage of the total number of nursing students who entered the program as a cohort.  For example, if 100 students started the program in the fall and 80 students completed the first academic year, the retention rate would be expressed as 80 divided by 100 = 80%.

Provide the calculation.

	
	Academic Year

2013-14
ADN           ___ % 

RN-BSN     ___ % 

BSN            ___ %

ABSN         ___ %


	

	
	
	
	
	

	2)
	What is the job placement rate within the first 6 months of graduation from the nursing program(s) included in your proposal?  Use only job placements that require an associate or baccalaureate degree in nursing. 

For example, a 100 percent job placement rate is when 20 of the 20 graduates in an academic year are employed in nursing within the first 6 months after graduation.   
	
	Academic Year

2012-13
ADN           ___ % 

RN-BSN     ___ % 

BSN            ___ %

ABSN         ___ %

 
	

	3)  


	How many associate and baccalaureate degrees in nursing did your institution confer during the past three academic years?

	
	
	Academic Year

2011-12
	Academic Year

2012-13
	Academic Year

2013-14
	

	
	
	ADN
	
	ADN
	
	ADN
	
	

	
	
	RN-BSN
	
	RN-BSN
	
	RN-BSN
	
	

	
	
	BSN
	
	BSN
	
	BSN
	
	

	
	
	ABSN
	
	ABSN
	
	ABSN
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Proposed Budget

	Use the following categories to describe your proposed budget.   
Categories are adapted from the Statewide Accounting Management System (SAMS) Manual.

	Personal Services: 
	Use only for expenditures as compensation made for an employee’s personal services rendered on behalf of the grant project.  Improvement Grants may not be used to hire faculty but may be used to hire non-faculty support staff.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Benefits:  
	Additions to the total compensation package that may include group insurance, social security, retirement, and other items.  Improvement Grants may not be used to hire faculty but may be used to hire non-faculty support staff.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Contractual Services:  
	Expenditures for professional or technical services and transportation charges exclusive of “Travel” and “Audit.”  Also expenditures incident to the grant project operation for postage, publications, subscriptions, and services exclusive of commodities.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Commodities:
	Expenditures in connection with current operation for the purchase of articles of a consumable nature which show a material change or appreciable depreciation with first usage and equipment having a unit value not in any instance exceeding $100.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Travel: 
	Expenditures directly incident to official travel by employees of the grant project or direct payment to private agencies providing transportation or related services.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Printing:  
	Expenditures for printing, printing paper, stationery, pamphlets, and envelopes.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Equipment:  
	Visible tangible property of a non-consumable nature with a unit value exceeding $100. [Regardless of value, all equipment must be clearly marked with the institution’s inventory decal and the institution must maintain adequate control over all property, regardless of cost.]
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	Telecom-

munications:  
	Expenditures for lease, rental or purchase of telecommunications equipment, supplies, maintenance, and service, which include telephone, radio and other voice, data, or video interconnection systems.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________


	Program Audit:
	The independent examination verifying grant expenditures and compliance with the terms of the grant agreement and applicable statutes and rules.  Expenditures for audit services should be reported on this line instead of contractual services.  

A program audit is due within 120 days of termination or end of the Nursing School grant period.  You may use grant funds to pay for the program audit.
	

	
	Describe


	$_________

	TOTAL
	It is anticipated that the IBHE will award four Improvement grants in fiscal year 2015.  The amount of each grant will not exceed $42,500. Your budget total may be less than but not greater than $42,500.   
	$_________
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