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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report contains information on students experiencing homelessness and youth in care as required by the 
Illinois Board of Education (IBHE) under the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act (110 ILCS 131/10). 
This is the third annual report which covers FY 2025 (July 1, 2024, through June 30, 2025). The report includes 
information on the implementation of the law by IBHE as well as public and private degree-granting institutions 
of higher education, except for community colleges. Under the law, the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) 
is charged with overseeing this reporting for community colleges.  
 
Under the Act, after three years of data collection, IBHE and ICCB are required to identify which institutions 
have student populations comprised of at least two percent of total enrollment identified as homeless students 
or youth in care. Institutions meeting the two percent threshold are required to have a dedicated staff member 
whose primary function is to carry out the duties outlined in subsection (b) of the Act. The FY 2025 annual 
HOUSE Liaison report is the third year of data collection and IBHE has determined that Quincy University, with 
2.07percent, and Southern Illinois University Carbondale, with 2.34 percent, both meet this criterion. Please 
see page 9 for further discussion on how the threshold was calculated.  

 
KEY FINDINGS  

• About 74 percent of institutions (95 institutions) completed the required annual HOUSE Liaison reporting 
template for this period, down from 77percent in FY 2024, and up from 68 percent in FY 20231. There 
were five institutions that submitted the report after the deadline and after data analysis was completed. 
These institutions are considered in compliance with the Act, but the information was not included in this 
report. A list of institutions that completed reporting are listed in Appendix A.  

• 47 institutions reported a total of 1,737 homeless students enrolled in their institutions in FY 2025. This is 
an 18 percent increase in the number of homeless students reported in FY 2024 by 46 institutions. This is a 
31 percent increase in the number of homeless students reported in FY 2023. 

• 29 institutions reported a total of 529 youth in care2 enrolled in FY 2025. This is a 16 percent increase in 
institutions reporting youth in care on their campus and a 36 percent increase in the number of students 
reported in FY 2024.  

• Over half of institutions still record having no students experiencing homelessness or youth in care enrolled. 
• In FY 2025, 116 institutions out of 129 required to report to IBHE designated a HOUSE Liaison, and 98 of 

those institutions’ HOUSE Liaisons returned their required annual training certification to IBHE. HOUSE 
Liaisons completed training at a rate nine percent higher in FY 2025 compared to FY 2024. 

• During the third year of implementation of the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act, institutions 
are struggling with identifying homeless and youth in care students, consistent data tracking, and lack of 
financial resources.  

 
Over the past three years, there has been progress in supporting students experiencing homelessness and youth 
in care, but there is more work to do. IBHE is committed to supporting the work taking place at the institutional 
level by: 

• Hiring IBHE staff dedicated to student success and other student-focused initiatives. 
• Continuing to host a state-wide HOUSE Liaison Summit with ICCB and including HOUSE Liaisons in 

appropriate “Communities of Practice” meetings to share ideas and best practices among HOUSE 
Liaisons across Illinois. 

• Increasing awareness of the law and its requirements by communicating with HOUSE Liaisons, the State 
Coordinator for McKinney-Vento Homeless Education, and ICCB as well as maintaining a website of 
resources for HOUSE Liaisons.  

 
1 Throughout this report, “FY 2023” refers to August 1, 2022-June 30, 2023, which is the period covered by the first annual report. The first annual 
report does not cover an entire fiscal year because the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act did not take effect until August 1, 2022.  
2 In this report, “youth in care” refers to any person that has been under the care and legal custody of the Department of Children and Family 
Services. This includes youth who have aged out of care as well as youth formerly under care that have been adopted or placed in a private or 
subsidized guardianship. Also referred to as “students in care.” 
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OVERVIEW OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION HOUSING AND OPPORTUNITIES ACT 
 
In 2021, the Illinois General Assembly passed P.A. 102-0083 (110 ILCS 131/), the Higher Education Housing 
and Opportunities Act, to address rising homelessness among college-age students and youth in care. The law 
required each institution of higher education to designate a Housing and Opportunities that are Useful for 
Students’ Excellence (HOUSE) Liaison beginning August 1, 2022.  
 
The main goal of the HOUSE Liaison program is to have a dedicated person on campus to address students’ 
housing and other related needs. Under the law, HOUSE liaisons have the following duties:  
 

1. To understand provisions pertaining to the financial aid eligibility of homeless students, including 
eligibility as an independent student under the federal Higher Education Act of 1965. 

2. To identify services and resources that are available to and appropriate for a homeless student. 
3. To assist a homeless student or student in care in applying for and receiving federal and State financial 

aid and available services. 
4. To track and monitor the graduation rate and retention rate of homeless students and students in care 

enrolled at the institution. 
5. To report annually to the Board of Higher Education or the Illinois Community College Board, as 

appropriate, the number of homeless students and students in care enrolled at the institution. The report 
must include the number of students who received assistance or services through the liaison and the type 
of service or assistance received by the student. If the information is available, the report may describe 
the outcome for the student as a result of the services or assistance he or she received through the 
liaison. 

6. To act as an intermediary between a homeless student or student in care and the office of financial 
aid, student support services, and campus housing services. 

7. To connect a homeless student or student in care to a local continuum of care program. 
8. To publish on the institution’s website information about the services and resources available through 

the institution’s liaison, as well as contact information for local, State, and federal services. 
9. To develop a plan to provide access to on-campus housing or to suitable off-campus housing between 

academic breaks to homeless students or students in care enrolled at the institution. 
10. To train the institution’s employees to identify students experiencing homelessness and to refer those 

students to the liaison.3 
 
In addition to HOUSE Liaison’s duties, the law states that institutions providing on-campus housing must grant 
students experiencing homelessness and youth in care priority access to on-campus housing, including housing 
that remains open during academic breaks. Any fees for on-campus housing during academic breaks for such 
students must be waived. Finally, the law requires institutions of higher education to allow part-time students 
who are experiencing homelessness or are youth in care access to on-campus housing, provide information 
about the availability of housing, and include homelessness services and assistance offered to students in 
admissions and financial aid packets and on the institution’s website.4 
 
As noted above, HOUSE Liaisons are required to annually report to IBHE or ICCB; this report serves as the 
record of the third annual report to IBHE. This being the third academic year of reporting, IBHE identified which 
institutions reached the two percent threshold for student enrollment for those experiencing homelessness or are 
youth in care. Discussion of the requirements of the annual report and findings begin on page 6 and the 
explanation of how the two percent threshold determinations were calculated starts on page 9.  
  

 
3 110 ILCS 131/10 (b).  
4 110 ILCS 131/10 (e). 
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OVERVIEW OF IBHE ACTIVITIES UNDER THE HIGHER EDUCATION HOUSING AND OPPORTUNITIES ACT 
 

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Under the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act, IBHE is required to: 

1. Provide access to a training program developed by a homeless advocacy organization. 
2. Require a liaison to receive training on an annual basis. 
3. Collaborate with the State Coordinator for McKinney-Vento Homeless Education and the contact liaisons 

designated under Section 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii) of Title 42 of the United States Code to facilitate the 
efficient transition of homeless students from secondary to postsecondary education and provide 
homeless students and students in care information about support services, including financial aid, on-
campus and off-campus housing, food and meal plan programs, and counseling services, and other 
resources and any other relevant information to assist these students. 

4. Issue annual reports about students experiencing homelessness and students in care enrolled at 
academic institutions, including calculating whether an institution meets the two percent threshold of 
homeless students or youth in care in its population beginning in FY 2025. 

 
IBHE ACTIVITIES 

HOUSE Liaison Contact List 
 
Since P.A. 102-0083 became law, IBHE has worked to meet its statutorily mandated duties and to assist HOUSE 
Liaisons and institutions in addressing the root causes of homelessness among college-aged youth. IBHE 
maintains a directory of HOUSE Liaisons on its website, which can be found at IBHE HOUSE Liaisons. This list is 
publicly available and is shared with the State Coordinator for McKinney-Vento Homeless Education.  
 
In FY 2025, the number of institutions required to report to IBHE increased to 129 with the inclusion of Beck 
School of Practical Nursing. Out of the 129 institutions that report to IBHE, 116, or 90 percent, have designated 
a HOUSE Liaison and provided contact information. Appendix B lists the institutions that did not designate a 
HOUSE Liaison by the end of FY 2025. The HOUSE Liaison list is updated frequently, and institutions are 
encouraged to submit a form on IBHE’s website when a new HOUSE Liaison is designated.  
 

HOUSE Liaison Training 
 
IBHE and ICCB reviewed the expanded training from FY 2024 and determined that the content remained 
relevant, except for the information regarding financial aid. IBHE and ICCB agreed to use the FY 2024 training 
recording as the official training for FY 2025 and include an updated financial aid section from the Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission. This allowed the training to remain roughly three and a half hours while 
remaining easily accessible to HOUSE Liaisons. The topics for the FY 2025 HOUSE liaison training were: 
 

• The Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act by the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless. 
• The specialized needs of foster by the Department of Children and Family Services and Foster Progress 

(a nonprofit organization working to help foster youth attain college degrees). 
• Financial aid for homeless students and youth in care by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission 

(updated in fall 2024 to cover the changes to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid). 
• Best practices for homeless higher education liaisons from across the United States by SchoolHouse 

Connection (a national nonprofit working to overcome student homelessness). 
 
The training was made available to all HOUSE Liaisons on IBHE’s website. As in previous fiscal years, IBHE 
required HOUSE Liaisons to return a certification form testifying that they have completed training. In FY 2025, 
the HOUSE Liaisons at 94 institutions returned certification verifications by the deadline.  
 

  

https://www.ibhe.org/HOUSE_Liaisons.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ai-Vk2Sj-Umsym_kS5bxwIe0_fWxPEFCkoF78mVvhrhUMllYSTk2Q01UUEVBWlFLMURZUE40UEpDMCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.ibhe.org/HOUSE_Liaisons.html
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HOUSE Liaison Summit 
 
IBHE co-hosted the second state-wide HOUSE Liaison Summit with ICCB in May 2025 at Illinois State University 
in Bloomington, Illinois. The Summit was a free, full day conference for HOUSE Liaisons that had three plenary 
sessions and 12 unique breakout sessions, many of which focused on mental health and the needs of historically 
underrepresented groups, such as undocumented students or student parents. For the first time at a HOUSE 
Summit, one plenary session was a panel discussion with students who had lived experience with homelessness, 
allowing HOUSE Liaisons to receive greater insight into the needs of this population. The 2025 HOUSE Summit 
was attended by over 125 HOUSE Liaisons, Benefits Navigators, and other staff from across the state.  
 
Since its inception, the goal of the HOUSE Liaison Summit has been to supplement the required annual training 
by providing HOUSE Liaisons with an opportunity to engage with peer liaisons, learn emerging and best 
practices, and bring new ideas back to their individual campuses. The feedback from the Summit was 
overwhelmingly positive with 96 percent of post-conference surveys indicating that the Summit was engaging. 
One area of need noted by survey respondents for future Summits was  increased time for HOUSE Liaisons to 
connect with each other. Participants wanted to discuss and work on solutions to the issues on their campuses. 
The 2026 Summit is designed to have a collaborative roundtable event that will allow HOUSE Liaisons to 
connect and discuss relevant topics. The 2026 Summit results will be addressed in next year’s annual report.  
 

End Student Housing Insecurity (ESHI) Grants 
 
In FY 2025, IBHE received $2 million in funding from the General Assembly for the End Student Housing 
Insecurity (ESHI) Grants, which supports institutions’ efforts to address student homelessness and basic needs 
insecurity. Through a competitive selection process, IBHE awarded 11 ESHI grants of up to $200,000 per 
institution. In FY 2025, IBHE revised the ESHI grant to put increased focus on institutional efforts to smooth the 
transition from high school to college for former McKinney-Vento students and youth in care. (McKinney-Vento 
students have been designated as homeless while attending a K-12 school district.) Both populations of students 
arrive at college facing housing insecurities, and IBHE encouraged and supported ESHI grantees to build the 
necessary infrastructure and find creative solutions to fit this population’s particular needs. Greater detail on 
the ESHI grants is shared on page 22 of this report. 
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ANNUAL HOUSE LIAISON REPORTING TO IBHE 
 
For FY 2025, IBHE modified the HOUSE Liaison Reporting template from FY 2024 to further streamline the 
questions to more accurately capture HOUSE Liaison activities, resulting in the survey decreasing from 58 to 
53 questions. As in previous fiscal years, the reporting template asked about the HOUSE Liaison’s performance 
of statutorily mandated duties as well as other services provided to students. The reporting template was open 
for institutions to complete from September 29 until October 31, 2025. Designated HOUSE Liaisons were 
notified via the provided email addresses that the reporting template was available. IBHE staff hosted an 
informational webinar on October 8, 2025, to discuss the changes made to the reporting template and provide 
opportunity for HOUSE Liaisons to ask questions.  
 
Of 125 institutions required to report to IBHE at the time of the report, 90 or 72 percent, completed the 
reporting template by the deadline, with five institutions responding after. This is a slight decrease from FY 
2024 when the response rate was 76.5 percent. Of these, all 12 public universities and 78 independent 
institutions responded, including non-profit independent, for-profit independent, and graduate-only institutions 
of higher education. This report does not include information received from the five institutions that submitted 
at the end of January 2026 after data analysis for this report had already begun. A list of all institutions that 
completed the survey is in Appendix A. 
 

KEY FINDINGS 
 

HOUSE Liaison Employment Characteristics 
 
The HOUSE Liaison Reporting template asked about staff employment status and the scope of duties. Results 
indicated that in FY 2025, 97 percent of 87 HOUSE Liaisons were full-time institutional employees, while only 
three were part-time institutional employees.  
 

Homeless Student and Youth in Care Population at Illinois Colleges and Universities 
 
In FY 2025, 1,737 homeless students were reported by 47 institutions of higher education that report to IBHE. 
This is an increase of almost 300 percent from FY 2023, and an 18 percent increase from FY 2024. See Figure 
1 below for a comparison of all three fiscal years. The schools reporting the highest number of homeless students 
in FY 2025 were National Louis University (256), Southern Illinois University Carbondale (193), and Governors 
State University (100).  
 
Enrollment of youth in care was reported by 29 institutions, totaling 529 students. This is an increase of 
approximately 94 percent from FY 2023, and over 35 percent increase from FY 2024. See Figure 1 below 
for a comparison of all three fiscal years. The schools reporting the most enrolled youth in care in FY 2025 
were National Louis University (88), Southern Illinois University Carbondale (72), and Northen Illinois University 
(63). 
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Figure 1. Total Number of Homeless Students and Youth in Care Reported  
in Fiscal Years 2023, 2024, and 2025 

 

 
 
Figure 1 shows the number of students who were homeless at any point during the reporting periods. The 
number of students experiencing homelessness increased significantly from fiscal years 2023 to 2025; however, 
43 institutions still reported zero homeless students in FY 2025. As stated in previous annual reports, IBHE 
attributes the large increase in homeless students between FY 2023 and FY 2024 to more institutions fully 
implementing the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act and improving their student identification, 
data collection, and tracking procedures. However, the 18 percent increase in reported homelessness reported 
between FY 2024 and FY 2025 may have more nuanced causes. While some institutions are still implementing 
the Act and improving identification and tracking efforts, as seen in the significant portion of the institutions 
reporting zero homeless students, there was also a rise in the number of homeless students reported by 
institutions who have fully implemented the Act. This indicates that there may be some marginal increases in 
housing insecurity in the college student population and warrants additional research.  
 
The number of students identified as youth in care has steadily increased each year, with  significant growth 
between FY 2024 and FY 2025. However, considering that the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
for Children in Illinois5 reported 2,365 youth in care ages 18 through 21 in 2025, continued efforts are needed 
to ensure all eligible students are identified. For this period, 61 institutions reported zero youth in care, which 
is an improvement from 73 institutions reporting zero youth in care in FY 2024.  
 

Two Percent Threshold Determination 
 
The Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act requires that if, after three years, a higher education 
institutions reports that two percent or more of its student body is experiencing homelessness or is identified as 
a youth in care, the institution must create a position whose primary function is to provide the duties required 
of the HOUSE Liaison. Fiscal year 2025 marked the end of the third year of annual HOUSE Liaison reporting, 
launching the review process. 
 
IBHE identified institutions reaching the threshold by applying a separate three-year rolling average for 
students experiencing homelessness as well as students classified as being youth in care. The annual percentages 

 
5 Court Appointed Special Advocates for Children, “Illinois Child Welfare Statistics at a Glance,” Illinois Child Welfare Statistics at a Glance : Who 
We Are : Illinois CASA.  
 

https://illinoiscasa.org/who-we-are/illinois-child-welfare-statistics-at-a-glance.html
https://illinoiscasa.org/who-we-are/illinois-child-welfare-statistics-at-a-glance.html
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were calculated based on the reported count of homeless students or youth in care for each year, using that 
year's fall census enrollment data reported by the institution to IBHE. 
 
Institutions meeting the threshold were Quincy University (2.07%) and Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
(2.43%). IBHE will reevaluate each three-year average each academic year, as illustrated in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1. Two Percent Threshold Review Schedule 
 

Report Year Fiscal Years Reviewed 
May 2026 2025, 2024, 2023 
May 2027 2026, 2025, 2024 
May 2028 2027, 2026, 2025 

  
IBHE and ICCB created a joint guidance document for institutions that provides a more detailed explanation 
on the two percent threshold calculation. This was released to institutions in May 2026 and can be found on 
the IBHE website. 
 

Retention and Graduation Rates 
 
In FY 2025 reporting, institutions were again asked to report the retention rates for homeless students and 
youth in care. Out of 90 reporting institutions, 48 provided retention rates, graduation rates, or both (53 
percent). This is an increase from 32 institutions in FY 2024 (32.6 percent). Figures 2 and 3 below show how 
many institutions report retention and graduation rates of at least 50 percent, 75 percent, and 90 percent in 
FY 2025. 
 

Figure 2.  Number of Institutions by Homeless Student Retention and Graduate Rates, FY 2025 
 

 
 
Figure 2 shows that retention rates are highest for the 2024 cohort with 39 out of 48 institutions reporting at 
least a 50 percent one-year retention rate of homeless students. The six-year graduation rate was much lower, 
with only 22 institutions reporting at least a 50 percent graduation rate. However, this is a significant increase 
from FY 2024 when 11 institutions reported meeting this metric. 
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Figure 3.  Number of Institutions by Youth in Care Retention and Graduate Rates, FY 2025 
 

 
 
Figure 3 illustrates that the institutions reporting fall-to-fall, freshman to sophomore retention rates and 
graduation rates for youth in care are still much lower than those able to report on homeless students. As noted 
above, institutions are steadily improving how to identify these students. With continual guidance from IBHE, 
cross-campus data sharing, and collaboration among institutions continue, there are expectations for more 
institutions to report on both graduation and retention rates for homeless students and youth in care in future 
reports.  
 
In the FY 2023 report, HOUSE Liaisons were asked if they were tracking graduation and retention rates, but 
no numerical data was requested. In FY 2024, HOUSE Liaisons were asked for the first time to provide the 
actual numerical retention and graduation rates. The Fall 2023 cohort is the first cohort to have comparable 
retention data, reported in FYs 2024 and 2025. Figure 4 illustrates the number of institutions reporting a 50 
percent retention rate for homeless students or youth in care for the Fall 2023 cohort as reported in the FYs 
2024 and 2025 annual reports. 
 

Figure 4. Number of Institutions Reporting 50% or Greater Retention Rate in Fall 2023 Cohorts 
 

 
 
The fall-to-fall, freshman-to-sophomore retention rates for the fall 2023 cohort improved from FY 2024 to FY 
2025. The number of institutions reporting more than a 50 percent retention rate increased by nine for homeless 
students, and 16 for youth in care. This increase can be attributed to campuses learning how to provide more 
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targeted, robust services and aid to these students, and better collaborating with partners on campus, like 
financial aid and housing.  
 
Figure 5 below provides a comparison of the number of institutions reporting at least 50 percent graduation 
rates for students experiencing homelessness and youth in care for the 2018 and 2019 cohorts.  
 

Figure 5. Number of Institutions Reporting 50% or Greater Graduation Rates in Fall Cohorts 
 

 
 
Institutions reporting a 50 percent graduation rate or greater have also increased from the fall 2018 cohort 
(FY 2024) to the 2019 fall cohort (FY 2025). 
 

Other Statutory Duties of House Liaisons 
 
As noted on page 5, there are ten duties for HOUSE Liaisons outlined in the Higher Education Housing and 
Opportunities Act. The previous section of this report focuses on two duties, the number of homeless and youth 
in care students and corresponding graduation and retention rates. Below, discusses the other quantifiable 
HOUSE Liaison duties. Figure 6 below lists the remaining quantifiable duties required of HOUSE Liaisons and 
the number of institutions reporting that their HOUSE Liaison had fulfilled the duty in the first three years of 
implementation of the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act. 
 
The same number of institutions completed the required annual report in both FYs 2023 and 2025, with FY 
2024 having the highest completion year. Though less institutions completed required annual reporting in FY 
2025 compared to FY 2024 (90 versus 98 institutions), more institutions reported that their HOUSE Liaisons 
connected more students to the local continuum of care and assisted more students in applying for federal and 
state financial aid. However, FY 2023 showed the highest number of HOUSE Liaisons connecting students to 
those services. The number of HOUSE Liaisons connecting students to other institutional departments was 
comparable across the three reporting years. Overall, the number of HOUSE Liaisons publishing services, 
contact information, and a plan for housing during academic breaks has increased each reporting year with 
FY 2024 to FY 2025 having the largest increase in compliance. Since the last annual report, IBHE staff have 
worked to increase institutional knowledge of the statutory requirements in these areas, putting special 
emphasis on the information institutions should publish on their websites.  
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Figure 6. Total Number of Institutions Reporting Fulfilling Duties as Outlined  
in the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act in Fiscal Years  2023, 2024, and 2025 

 

 
 
Figure 7 below uses the same information reported in Figure 6 to compare the compliance rate for each 
statutorily required duty assigned to HOUSE Liaisons.  
 
Figure 7. Comparison of FYs 2023, 2024, and 2025 Institutional Completion Rates of HOUSE Liaison Duties 
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As shown in Figure 7, from FY 2024 to FY 2025, compliance rates improved for nearly all the statutorily 
required HOUSE Liaison duties, except for Liaisons acting as an intermediary between students and other 
institutional departments. The largest three-year compliance improvement was Liaisons publishing required 
information on the institution’s website, with acting as an intermediary between students and other institutional 
departments and assisting students in applying for federal and state financial aid decreasing slightly over the 
same period.  
 

Housing During Academic Breaks 
 
The Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act requires all institutions with on-campus housing to grant 
priority access to such housing to students experiencing homelessness and youth in care, which includes on-
campus housing that remains open during academic breaks. Institutions also must waive any fees associated 
with housing for such students during academic breaks. 
 
The FY 2025 annual HOUSE Liaison reporting template required institutions to disclose student housing numbers 
during academic breaks, both on and off campus, along with any associated costs. In FY 2025, 35 institutions 
reported providing on-campus housing to 292 students during academic breaks. While only 27 institutions 
reported any costs associated with housing students on campus during academic breaks, these institutions 
reported $335,034 in costs, less than the previous year.  
 
Table 2 below compares the on-campus housing results from each reporting period. IBHE cannot provide a 
year-to-year comparison for off-campus housing because too few institutions utilized the service. 
 
Table 2. Comparison of 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25 On-Campus Housing During Academic Breaks 

 

 
Total 

Number of 
Institutions 

Total 
Number of 
Students 

Total Number  
of Institutions 

Reporting Costs 

Total Cost to Offer  
On- Campus Housing  

During Academic Breaks 

Aug 1, 2022-June 30, 2023 25 141 10 $121, 290 
July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 34 262 24 $354,844 
July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025 35 292 27 $335,034 

 
Table 2 shows an increase of 107 percent from FY 2023 to FY 2025 in the number of students experiencing 
homelessness and youth in care that utilized on-campus housing during academic breaks, with a 12 percent 
increase from FY 2024 to FY 2025. However, costs for institutions to offer on campus housing during academic 
breaks were slightly lower in FY 2025 than FY 2024. This decrease in cost could suggest that institutions 
proactively integrated these expenses into annual budgets or found alternative funding to house students over 
academic breaks. 
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STUDENT SERVICES RESULTS FROM ANNUAL HOUSE LIAISON REPORTING 
 
In the annual HOUSE Liaison reporting template, IBHE also asked about services that an institution may be 
offering to students through the HOUSE Liaison, such as food and basic needs assistance and referrals to 
counseling services, among others. Institutions were asked to provide the number of students receiving the service 
through the HOUSE Liaison and, for some services, an estimated cost to the institution to provide the service. Of 
the 90 respondents to the survey, 52 institutions reported students receiving at least one of the services listed, 
down from 55 institutions in FY 2024, and up from 46 in FY 2023. The other 38 institutions reported zero 
students for all the services listed and are excluded from Figure 8 below.  
 
Figure 8 below compares the total number of institutions reporting a service to students in FYs 2023 through 
2025. Please note that fewer institutions completed the required annual reporting in FYs 2023 and 2025 (90 
each) than FY 2024 (98). Also, IBHE’s data collection only captures services provided by the HOUSE Liaison. It 
does not capture any services or assistance that students receive from other departments on campus, such as a 
financial aid office. As Figure 8 illustrates, in FY 2025, more institutions offered services than the previous two 
years, with referrals to counseling or wellness services being offered the most frequently.  
 

Figure 8. Total Number of Institutions Offering Student Support Services through HOUSE Liaison  
in Fiscal Years 2023, 2024, and 2025. 

 

 
 
 

Table 3 below lists the total number of students utilizing each service and the reported costs to the institutions 
for providing the services to students in all reporting years. In all three reporting years, the top three services 
remain roughly the same: referrals to counseling or student wellness; food and basic needs assistance; and 
referrals to career services. However, in FY 2025, at least 25 institutions reported offering on campus 
emergency housing and referrals to academic supports, making them among the most common services 
provided by HOUSE liaisons. In FY 2025, institutions reported that 6,039 students received food and basic 
needs assistance (up from 3,500 students in the last report); 1,351 students received referrals to counseling 
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(up from 961). Note that the student numbers are totaled across all institutions reporting on this service and 
that individual students may be counted in more than one service.  

 
Table 3. Comparison of 2022-23, 2023-24, and 2024-25 Students Receiving Services and Costs 

 

Service 

Total Number 
of Institutions 

Reporting 
Offering the 

Service 

Total Number 
of Students 

Utilizing 
Service 

Total Number 
of Institutions 
Reporting Cost 

Total Cost to 
Offer the 

Service to All 
Institutions 
Reported 
Offering 

July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025     
Emergency rent and/or utilities assistance 23 767 21 $563,782 
Food and basic needs assistance 45 6,039 26 $350,331 
Off campus emergency housing 8 40 7 $132,416 
On campus emergency housing 25 119 23 $275,023 
Referrals to academic supports 25 351 N/A N/A 
Referrals to counseling or student wellness 45 1,351 N/A N/A 
Referrals to student career services 32 350 N/A N/A 
Textbook and/or school supplies assistance 20 502 17 $47,113 

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024     
Emergency rent and/or utilities assistance 19 603 18 $417,304 
Food and basic needs assistance 43 3,555 20 $165,749 
Off campus emergency housing 7 68 6 $36,810 
On campus emergency housing 22 143 17 $397,881 
Referrals to academic supports 23 172 N/A N/A 
Referrals to counseling or student wellness 42 961 N/A N/A 
Referrals to student career services 28 424 N/A N/A 
Textbook and/or school supplies assistance 18 235 14 $70,155 

August 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023     
Emergency rent and/or utilities assistance 16 464 15 $354,074 
Food and basic needs assistance 34 2,101 18 $193,836 
Off campus emergency housing 9 29 7 $23,308 
On campus emergency housing 23 131 18 $397,881 
Referrals to academic supports 24 164 N/A N/A 
Referrals to counseling or student wellness 36 1,345 N/A N/A 
Referrals to student career services 25 497 N/A N/A 
Textbook and/or school supplies assistance 18 198 16 $72,170 

 
The data presented above provides a general picture of the student services offered at institutions and used 
by students. While there was a modest increase in institutions offering these services from FY 2024 to 2025, 
there was a significant increase in the total number of students receiving services, in particular, referrals to 
counseling or wellness services, and academic supports. Several institutions reported an increase in student 
awareness surrounding programming and available supports on campus.  
  



ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION  17 

REPORTED BARRIERS TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACT AND STUDENT OUTCOMES 
 
BARRIERS TO IMPLEMENTING THE HIGHER EDUCATION HOUSING AND OPPORTUNITIES ACT 

 
In the 2025 HOUSE Liaison annual reporting template, IBHE asked about barriers or challenges the institution 
faced in implementing the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act. Similar to the previous fiscal year, 
over 50 institutions reported facing some barriers to implementation. The most common barriers cited were:  

1. Financial issues, including lack of funding to support students’ basic needs, and needing to rely on 
community funding  

2. Identification of students who are experiencing homelessness or who are youth in care. This includes 
students being unaware of programs and services 

3. Data tracking, primarily communicating between campus partners to track qualifying students 
4. Institutions reporting that they do not have any students that are homeless or youth in care 
5. Online institutions struggling to interpret the Act 

 
IBHE plans to address and provide educational opportunities on many of these barriers at the 2026 HOUSE 
Liaison Summit, which will be shared in the next annual report.  
 
Additionally, 38 institutions responded that they did not face any challenges or barriers with implementation. 
About half of HOUSE Liaisons indicated that their institution did not have any homeless students or youth in care 
enrolled, which means that the institution could not fully implement the Higher Education Housing and 
Opportunities Act. It is unclear if institutions are reporting zero homeless students or youth in care due to a lack 
of designated processes to identify these groups, if students are not disclosing their status, or if such institutions 
are not targeting at-risk students or youth in care for enrollment.  
 

OUTCOMES 
 
Institutions were invited to share any student outcomes from the services provided by the HOUSE Liaison. 
Several institutions took the time to complete this section, and this report highlights some stories below. Please 
note that these are unedited responses from institutions, but any personally identifying information has been 
redacted. 
 
Benedictine University:  “Break Housing was critical for these two students as they were able to continue with 
the University. Guiding the students in search for employment was also critical. The St. Benedict Basket (pantry) 
is known by students and well publicized. We also provided food during the break when the pantry was 
closed. The HOUSE Liaison directed students to the textbook assistance program coordinated by a colleague. 
The HOUSE Liaison directs students to our Student Support Center.” 
 
DeVry University:  “We were able to support all 8 students with both financial and academic advising strategies 
as well as support 25/26 FAFSA Completion. We were also able to help triage short term housing challenges 
and direct students to Local Continuum of Care resources while providing a University created IL Community 
Resource flyer which shares information on (Food, Housing, Energy, etc.) assistance based off Country. This 
document was also provided to all colleagues at the University to help identify students in need. In terms of 
sharing student outcomes for the past year, out of the 8 students we were working with that identified needing 
transitional housing assistance (6 students are anticipated to graduate on or before our May 26' start session) 
and are doing extremely well in their programs. We anticipate a very high graduation rate amongst this 
cohort.” 
 
Dominican University:  “Students have shared that the access to free break housing has relieved a great deal 
of stress that has allowed them to succeed academically.” 
 
Elmhurst University: “We had a number of students graduate this year who relied heavily on services for the 
past two years.” 
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Eureka College: “100% of the homeless students receiving referrals to counseling, supply pantry or that 
requested tutoring services followed through to access the services.” 
 
Governors State University:  “In FY 2025, the Counseling and Wellness Center’s GSU4U and HOUSE Task Force 
continued to provide comprehensive wraparound support to students experiencing housing insecurity, financial 
hardship, and other barriers to academic success. These coordinated efforts directly contributed to multiple 
student success outcomes. One student experiencing homelessness engaged with the CWC services for ongoing 
case management and resource coordination, resulting in successful stabilization and graduation in Spring 
2025. Another student, who faced significant financial and basic needs insecurity, received support and 
financial resources, also culminating in graduation during the same term. In addition, two parenting students 
facing housing instability demonstrated remarkable resilience with the assistance of CWC support services. 
One student, who was residing in a shelter with her children, and another who was at risk of homelessness, both 
successfully transitioned into permanent housing and remain enrolled in their respective academic programs. 
These outcomes underscore the effectiveness of comprehensive, student-centered interventions in promoting 
persistence, retention, and degree completion among students navigating significant life challenges.” 
 
Illinois State University: “The Housing Liaison continues to make a measurable and positive impact on student 
retention and success through the provision of proactive and responsive support services. Among students who 
engaged with the Housing Liaison, retention rates were 84.6% in Fall 2023 and increased to 90% in Fall 2024, 
demonstrating notable year-over-year improvement. As noted in last year’s report, these outcomes underscore 
the Housing Liaison’s effectiveness in stabilizing students experiencing housing insecurity—despite the absence 
of dedicated state funding for the position. With sustained investment and growing institutional coordination, 
this role can further expand its reach and reinforce ISU’s commitment to student retention and equitable 
outcomes.” 
 
Lewis University:  “During this reporting period, the H.O.U.S.E. Liaison provided individualized support to Lewis 
University students who identified as homeless or housing insecure in accordance with the Illinois Higher 
Education Housing and Opportunities Act (Public Act 102-0083). Through collaboration with campus partners 
and community organizations, several positive outcomes were achieved. Students were connected to temporary 
and emergency housing options, meal resources, and financial assistance that allowed them to remain enrolled 
and engaged in their coursework. In several cases, students who had considered withdrawal due to unstable 
housing were able to persist through the semester and successfully complete their classes. The Liaison also 
worked closely with the Financial Aid Office, Student Wellness Center, and Student Success Center to 
coordinate supportive measures, including access to emergency funding, food pantries, technology support, 
and academic coaching. These interventions contributed to improved academic performance, financial stability, 
and overall well-being. Additionally, referrals to community-based housing programs and employment 
resources led to long-term stability for some students. As a result, most students served during this period 
remained enrolled, demonstrated academic progress, and reported increased confidence and connection to 
the Lewis University community.” 
 
Lincoln College of Technology:  "A student disclosed that she was experiencing abuse from her fiancé. The 
HOUSE Liaison immediately coordinated with the local police department to ensure the student’s safety and to 
help her quickly retrieve essential personal belongings from her home. With the assistance of Lincoln College 
of Technology, travel arrangements were made for the student to relocate safely to a friend’s residence out 
of state. The college covered all travel expenses The student had one remaining technical course to complete 
in her program. To support her academic progress, the Program Supervisor, HOUSE Liaison, Academic Dean, 
and the student’s current instructor collaborated to create a plan that allowed her to finish the final course 
remotely. This plan ensured the student could continue her education without interruption while maintaining her 
safety and well-being.” 
 
Monmouth College:  “By providing resources to students, especially those in need, it increases their chances to 
stay on track for graduation.” 
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McKendree University:  “Since we have a LIGHTHOUSE Committee, we were also able to provide free meals 
over our Winter and Spring Break when our dining services are closed due to the generous faculty, staff, 
alumni, and local businesses.” 
 
National Lous University:  “Through our Emergency Housing program two students were able to have secure 
and safe housing while they located off-campus jobs, which then allowed them to save and pay a deposit for 
an apartment, that allowed them to transition off campus to stable housing, and continue as a student. One 
student needed emergency housing in Fall 2024 or he was at risk of not graduating. However, with our 
Emergency Housing program he was able to stay in NLU housing while job searching and completing his senior 
year. He graduated and transitioned to a graduate program in January 2025. He would not have completed 
his education without this support. “ 
 
North Central College: “There was one housing insecure student that the HOUSE Liaison met with during 
orientation of this reporting period. The student was unaware of the Cardinal Operation Hope and Help, and 
Emergency Book Fund services that North Central College offered. The student was extremely stressed about 
how they were going to afford some winter clothing, textbooks, and a few other financial hardships on top of 
their financial aid package. After meeting with the student and connecting them to the support available both 
on campus, and off campus with our local food pantry, the student was able to receive support in all areas of 
their concerns and finished the semester with very high grades while staying engaged in athletics and other on 
campus commitments.” 
 
North Park University:  “A student expressed deep gratitude for the support received through the HOUSE 
program, sharing that the assistance and access to campus resources have been a “huge blessing.” The student 
recently utilized the campus pantry and noted that the help provided has made a meaningful difference during 
a challenging time.” 
 
Northeastern Illinois University:  “Student was referred to HOUSE Liaison from an Academic Success Program. 
This student was homeless due to their gender identity. While working with our Assistant Dean for Student Care, 
this student was granted emergency housing and funds for food and personal hygiene. Student then also 
earned the opportunity to work as the Student Pantry Coordinator, which provided steady income. Student 
also applied and received support from the Basic Needs Assistance Fund to obtain housing support in student 
housing through the summer semester. Student eventually saved enough money to rent their own place and is 
currently exceeding academically.” 
 
Rush University:  “Last summer a student had been traveling abroad to visit his ailing parent. He failed to keep 
track of his expenses and used his funding for rent. This student who is brilliant and has a heart of gold was 
embarrassed that he used up his saving. He desperately needed a roommate for his apartment. Little did he 
know his best buddy was in need of a place to stay. Both embarrassed to share with the other their situation. 
Because of my position and the fact that I know they are friends, it was a pleasure to introduce the idea of the 
two rooming after I got approval to reveal their names. They are still roommates and still good friends.” 
 
Saint Xavier University:  “One student received two weeks of emergency housing through the HOUSE Liaison. 
Another student, whose primary caretaker unexpectedly passed away, received rent and food assistance 
through the Student Life Office and was able to graduate on time. 
 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville:  “It was really great offering individualized support for the students we 
did interact with last fiscal year. One in particular has gone on to be one of those ‘overachieving’ students on 
campus. They have a job on campus, was an Orientation Leader this past summer, and was a Welcome Leader 
this past August - two very prestigious roles. The only option they had to go to over breaks was not safe. They 
have shared multiple times that by allowing them to stay on campus over breaks has probably saved their 
life.” 
 
University of Chicago:  “HOUSE liaisons continued to play an integral role in providing advocacy and campus 
resource linkage to students who were housing insecure. All students were assessed based on their individual 
needs and solutions were provided to address those needs. HOUSE liaisons also worked to be more proactive 
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in supporting students who may be facing housing insecurity rather than being reactive. Through a new summer 
program on campus, HOUSE liaisons were able to assist almost a dozen students facing housing insecurity in 
getting admitted into this program. This not only provided housing for the summer but also provided an 
opportunity for students to engage in research.” 
 
University of Illinois Chicago:  “‘During my experience working with [staff] was nothing short of amazing. She 
truly made sure I knew about every resource that could help me as well as letting me know the office is always 
open to talk. The help I received was very helpful and informative which will help throughout my Grad journey.’ 
This student was facing homelessness as they were scammed from an apartment online. When they came from 
out of state to move into her apartment, that's when she knew she was scammed. We worked with her to 
provide emergency housing, find local emergency funds to apply for a new apartment, and was able to secure 
her housing within a week. This did occur right before the semester started in the summer.” 
 
University of Illinois Springfield:  “Students are thankful for access to the Book Voucher, Stars Food Pantry, and 
School Supply Shop. They often report that they would not be able to remain enrolled without this support. 
Students appreciate that the HOUSE Liaison service is always confidential.” 
 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign:  “The student who has received assistance through our emergency 
funding has been grateful for the assistance, and we have not had to meet with the student again for the same 
issues. There are a few who have come back with the same concerns, but not much.”  
 
University of St. Francis:  “Increased Resource Access: Students connected with the HOUSE liaison gained access 
to more awareness of housing (on and off campus) resources and essential resources that support their academic 
success and better focus on their personal goals. Those receiving ongoing support have demonstrated improved 
semester-to-semester persistence, and many have reported feeling more supported and connected to the 
university community as a result of the individualized outreach and coordination efforts.” 
 
Wheaton College:  “Each student who has received support for their books has expressed gratitude for the 
support. In addition, faculty have shown appreciation that this support is available to aid their students' holistic 
success.”  
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NEXT STEPS 
 
In the third year of implementation of the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act, Illinois public and 
private colleges and universities have shown significant progress in addressing homelessness and housing 
insecurity on their campuses. For the last three years, at least 88 percent of institutions required to report to 
IBHE have designated a HOUSE Liaison and at least 73 percent have completed the annual HOUSE Liaison 
reporting survey, which are among the main requirements of the law. While the total number of institutions 
reporting students experiencing homelessness or youth in care has increased since FY 2023, over half of the 
institutions that completed the required annual report did not report any homeless students or youth in care 
enrolled at their institution and therefore not all the statutory duties were applicable. IBHE intends to put more 
focus on this in FY 2026.  
 
IBHE staff have the following recommendations regarding the next steps to support institutions in strengthening 
compliance rates:  
 

1. Due to the increase of homeless and housing insecure students and youth in care students on higher 
education campuses, IBHE should consider the creation of a student success division dedicated to student 
success as a whole, in addition to supporting HOUSE Liaisons and the work funded by ESHI.  

2. IBHE should continue and, where possible, expand its efforts to raise awareness about the requirements 
of the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act, including the creation of “Communities of 
Practice” to address barriers to implementation.  

3. IBHE should increase utilization of the HOUSE Summit to share best practices for implementing student 
identification and data tracking efforts, specifically on retention and graduation rates. IBHE should 
determine if different strategies are needed to increase retention and graduation rates for youth in 
care specifically and determine how to address the disparity in rates between this group and homeless 
students.  

4. Institutions should prioritize homeless student identification efforts, including encouraging collaboration 
between the financial aid, student housing, or student services departments, and the HOUSE Liaison.  

5. Institutions should update policies and procedures relating to HOUSE Liaisons that will allow the 
institution to come into compliance with all related statutory mandates.  

6. Institutions should ensure that their public websites contain the contact information for their HOUSE 
Liaisons, services and resources available through the institution's liaison, as well as contact information 
for local, State, and federal services. To support institutions in moving toward website compliance, IBHE 
will conduct a review of website links submitted as part of the annual report, notify institutions of areas 
in need of improvement, and provide guidance to complete the required updates. 

 
Additionally, it is important to know how many unique students are receiving aid from the HOUSE Liaison and 
the associated costs to the institutions. This will allow us to evaluate the effectiveness of the Higher Education 
Housing and Opportunities Act’s implementation and to better measure the Act’s impacts. This is the third year 
since the Act’s implementation, and this report serves as the first assessment of institutional enrollment of the 
target populations. Two institutions met the Act’s two percent threshold criteria to require a position primarily 
dedicated HOUSE Liaison work. It is important that data collection efforts, both institutionally and at IBHE, 
remain robust to provide a clear picture of the successes and barriers institutions and students are experiencing.  
 
IBHE has the following recommendations for next year’s data collection from the HOUSE Liaisons: 
 

1. Institutions should continue prioritizing establishing and implementing processes and procedures to 
guarantee proper data collection and compliance with the requirements under the Higher Education 
Housing and Opportunities Act. 

2. IBHE should continue to increase institutional awareness and provide guidance on the two percents 
threshold and the tracking and monitoring requirements for the HOUSE Liaison annual reporting survey. 
IBHE should consider providing yearly training for HOUSE Liaisons on the annual reporting template. 

3. IBHE should review the current reporting template to determine if any revisions are needed to 
appropriately capture HOUSE Liaison activities and data. 
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END STUDENT HOUSING INSECURITY (ESHI) GRANTS – FY 2025  
 
In FY 2023, IBHE was awarded $2.0 million from the Department of Human Services under Illinois' Plan to 
Prevent and End Homelessness to provide grants to public and private universities to identify and address the 
underlying causes of homelessness among students. IBHE awarded the Ending Student Housing Insecurity (ESHI) 
grants to 11 institutions that year. In FY 2024, $2 million was transferred into IBHE’s budget, rather than be 
awarded as a grant from DHS. In November 2023, IBHE awarded ten ESHI Grants with amounts expanded to 
up to $200,000 per institution. Institutions used the funding to provide emergency funding for students, expand 
food pantries to basic needs pantries, and provide training for staff and resource centers for students. 
 
In FY 2025, IBHE once again received $2 million in its budget for ESHI grants. For this grant cycle IBHE updated 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) to put more emphasis on institutions developing relationships, increasing 
collaboration, and providing innovative solutions to smooth the transition from high school to college for former 
McKinney-Vento students and youth in care. (Students who have been designated as homeless in a K-12 school 
district receive services at school through the district’s federally required McKinney-Vento Liaison). The goal of 
this emphasis was to encourage institutions, in conjunction with addressing universal housing and basic needs 
insecurity, to focus time, resources, and energy into fostering an easier transition to college for students that 
are already dealing with housing insecurity before coming to college.  
 
Through a competitive grant process, IBHE awarded 11 ESHI grants to the institutions listed below:6.  

• Eastern Illinois University† 
• Governors State University*† 
• National Louis University*† 
• Northeastern Illinois University * 
• Northern Illinois University 
• North Park University 
• Roosevelt University† 
• Southern Illinois University Carbondale*† 
• Southern Illinois University Edwardsville* 
• University of St. Francis*† 
• University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

 
All awarded institutions worked to lay groundwork with K-12 school districts, McKinney-Vento liaisons, and 
local organizations helping foster youth in their areas. Several institutions such as National Louis University, 
Northern Illinois University, and Southern Illinois University Carbondale hosted informational events with 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons. Other institutions, such as North Park University and Eastern Illinois University focused 
efforts on working with foster youth organizations. North Park University hosted a webinar series with Foster 
Progress, a foster youth advocacy organization that specializes in empowering foster youth to earn a college 
degree. Eastern Illinois University created a Summer Immersion Program for Foster Youth, which is discussed in 
greater detail below. Other innovative ideas ESHI grantees tried this year include providing bedding for 
McKinney-Vento or foster youth students at Governors State University and textbook stipends for this 
population at Northern Illinois University. Many institutions made inroads in areas such as student identification 
and tracking that they will build upon next year regardless of whether they receive a subsequent ESHI grant. 
Based on the success of this year, IBHE intends to keep this focus in the RFP for ESHI awards in FY 2026.  
 
In addition to the work of building stronger pathways for McKinney-Vento students and youth in care entering 
college for the first time, all ESHI grant institutions provided some form of direct emergency aid to students. All 
ESHI grantees but one provided funding for an emergency fund where students could receive help with rent 
and/or utilities assistance, helping over 600 students during the seven-month grant period. Several institutions, 
such as North Park University, National Louis University, Northern Illinois University, Southern Illinois University 

 
6 FY 2023 ESHI awardees are indicated with an asterisk* 
FY 2024 ESHI awardees are indicated with a dagger†. 
 



ILLINOIS BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION  23 

Carbondale, and University of St. Francis also offered other student grant or voucher programs for students 
facing housing and basic needs insecurity. The most common voucher programs were transportation, technology, 
and childcare assistance vouchers. Together, these institutions provided at least 330 students with assistance 
through these voucher programs. Other institutions such as Southern Illinois University Edwardsville distributed 
over 2,500 subsidized bus tokens to reduce a key barrier and contributor to housing insecurity among their 
student population.  
 
Other grantees made efforts to address food and basic needs insecurity in FY 2025. For example, National 
Louis University partnered with Top Box to deliver food to 226 students’ homes. National Louis reported a 98 
percent retention rate for students that received Top Box services. University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
provided 300 meal tickets to students during the grant period. Southern Illinois University Carbondale provided 
980 students with a month of basic needs supplies. Roosevelt University, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, 
and the University of St. Francis all provided hygiene or basic needs emergency kits to students in need.  
 

Innovative Program Funded by ESHI 
 
Three institutions used ESHI funding to create programs that were innovative approaches to address the 
transition from high school to college for McKinney-Vento students and/or youth in care. These approaches 
could serve as models for future ESHI grantees. Details about each program are shared below: 
 

Eastern Illinois University:  Summer Immersion Program for Foster Youth 
 
Eastern Illinois University (EIU) worked with the Village Project, a Chicago nonprofit organization, to create its 
first Summer Immersion Program for Foster Youth. This three-day experience was designed to expose high 
school students in at least the tenth grade that are in the foster care system to higher education. EIU hosted 16 
foster-engaged youth from throughout the state and provided a supportive, trauma-informed environment 
where the students could explore college life, build connections, and gain the tools needed to envision a path 
to success in a postsecondary environment. The students stayed in the residence halls, dined on campus, 
attended workshops focused on financial aid, college readiness, career exploration, and resilience. EIU had 
peer mentors and university leaders available to share their educational journeys and provide personal 
encouragement to the students.  
 

National Louis University:  Discovery Day 
 
In April 2025, National Louis University (NLU) held Discovery Day which was specifically designed to support 
students facing housing insecurity under the McKinney-Vento Act. This event was an extension from the 
partnership National Louis University built throughout the grant period with Chicago Public Schools and its 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons. At the event, 66 incoming students who had self-disclosed housing or food insecurity 
attended the event. Each student was referred to Single Stop, an online benefits screener for state and federal 
assistance, and assigned an NLU case manager. After the event, NLU launched outreach efforts to these students 
including one-on-one meetings and coordination with high school McKinney-Vento Liaisons to make sure the 
students had essential services before attending classes. Of the 66 students who attended, 58 officially 
committed to National Louis University, 35 secured stable permanent housing, accessed public assistance, and 
utilized the food pantry with support from their case manager. 
 

Northern Illinois University:  Book and Supplies Assistance Grant 
 
Northern Illinois University (NIU) created this grant to help students facing housing and basic needs insecurity 
pay for textbooks. Initially envisioned to be a one-time grant of up to $300, NIU expanded the effort to allow 
youth in care to be able to receive additional grants to help pay for summer course materials. Altogether this 
grant program helped 88 students, 18 of which were self-identified as being former foster youth.  
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APPENDIX A. IBHE HOUSE LIAISON ANNUAL REPORT COMPLETION LIST BY INSTITUTION 
 

Institution Name Completed IBHE 
Annual Survey 

A.T. Still University Yes 
Adler University Yes 

American Islamic College No 
Augustana College Yes 
Aurora University Yes 

Beck School of Practical Nursing Yes 
Benedictine University Yes 

Bexley Hall Seabury Western Theological Seminary Federation Yes* 
Blackburn College No 

Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing Yes 
Bradley University Yes 

CAAN Academy of Nursing Yes 
Catholic Theological Union No 

Central Baptist Theological Seminary Yes *‡ 
Chamberlain University Yes* ‡ 
Chicago Baptist Institute No 

Chicago College of Oriental Medicine Yes 
Chicago State University Yes 

Chicago Theological Seminary No † 
Christian Life College No 

Columbia College (MO) No † 
Columbia College Chicago Yes 

Concordia University Chicago Yes 
DePaul University Yes 

DeVry University, Inc. Yes 
Dominican University Yes 

Eastern Illinois University Yes 
East-West University No 
Elmhurst University Yes 

Erikson Institute Yes 
Eureka College Yes 

Fox College Yes 
Garrett - Evangelical Theological Seminary No 

Generations College No 
Governors State University Yes 

Graham Hospital School of Nursing Yes 
Greenville University Yes 

Hebrew Theological College Yes 
Illinois College Yes 

Illinois College of Optometry Yes 
Illinois Institute of Technology No † 

Illinois State University Yes 
Illinois Wesleyan University Yes 

Institute for Clinical Social Work Yes 
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Institution Name Completed IBHE 
Annual Survey 

Instituto College No 
Judson University Yes 

Knox College Yes 
Lake Forest College Yes 

Lake Forest Graduate School of Mgmt. Yes 
Lakeview College of Nursing Yes 

Lewis University Yes 
Lincoln College of Technology Yes 
Logos Evangelical Seminary Yes* ‡ 
Loyola University of Chicago Yes 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago No † 
McCormick Theological Seminary No 

McKendree University Yes 
Meadville - Lombard Theo. School Yes 

Methodist College Yes 
Midwest College of Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine (WI) No 

Midwestern Career College Yes 
Midwestern University No 

Millikin University Yes 
Missouri Baptist University (MO) Yes 

Monmouth College Yes 
Moody Bible Institute No † 

Morrison Institute of Technology Yes 
National College of Naprapathic Medicine No 

National Louis University Yes 
National University of Health Sciences Yes 

North Central College Yes 
North Park University Yes 

Northeastern Illinois University Yes 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary No 

Northern Illinois University Yes 
NorthShore University HealthSystem School of Nurse Anesthesia No 

Northwestern University Yes 
Olivet Nazarene University Yes ‡ * 

Pacific College of Health and Science (CA) Yes 
Principia College Yes 
Quincy University Yes 

Rasmussen University (MN) Yes‡* 
Relay Graduate School of Education Yes 

Rockford University Yes 
Roosevelt University Yes 

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine & Science No 
Rush University Yes 

SAE Institute of Technology No 
School of the Art Inst. Chicago No 

Southern Illinois University Carbondale Yes 
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Institution Name Completed IBHE 
Annual Survey 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Yes 
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and Leadership Yes 

Saint Xavier University Yes 
St. Anthony College of Nursing Yes 

St. Augustine College Yes 
St. Francis Medical Center College of Nursing Yes 

St. Johns College of Nursing Yes 
St. Sava Serb. Orth. Sch. Theo. No 

Stautzenberger College-Rockford Career College Yes 
Taylor Business Institute Yes 

Telshe Yeshiva Yes 
Chicago Psychoanalytic Institute  

(formerly The Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis) Yes 

The Chicago School No 
Touro College Illinois Yes 

Toyota Technological Institute at Chicago Yes 
Trinity Christian College Yes 

Trinity College of Nursing & Health Sciences No † 
Trinity International University Yes 

University Center of Lake County Yes 
University of Chicago Yes 

University of Illinois Chicago Yes 
University of Illinois Springfield Yes 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Yes 
University of Notre Dame (IN) Yes 

University of St. Francis Yes 
University of Saint Mary of the Lake  Yes 

Upper Iowa University (IA) Yes 
Urbana Theological Seminary Yes 
VanderCook College of Music Yes 
Walther Theological Seminary Yes 

Webster University (MO) Yes 
Western Illinois University Yes 
Westminster College (MO) No 

Wheaton College Yes 
Worsham College of Mortuary Science Yes 

 
* Institution completed required HOUSE liaison annual report template for first time in FY 2025 
† Institution completed required HOUSE Liaison annual report in FY 2024, but not in FY 2025. 

‡ Institution completed required HOUSE Liaison annual report past deadline in FY 2025, data not included. 
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APPENDIX B. INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT IDENTIFIED HOUSE LIAISON AS OF JUNE 2025 
 

Institution Name 

American Islamic College 
Chicago Baptist Institute 

Garrett - Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Instituto College 

Logos Evangelical Seminary 
Midwest College of Oriental Medicine (WI) 

Midwestern University 
Moody Bible Institute 

National College of Naprapathic Medicine 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary 

NorthShore University HealthSystem School of Nurse Anesthesia 
Rasmussen University (MN) 
SAE Institute of Technology 

St. Sava Serb. Orth. Sch. Theo. 
The Chicago School 

Westminster College (MO) 
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