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The Illinois Articulation Initiative Act
(110 ILCS 152/1) 
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The General Assembly finds and declares that in January of 1993, the Board of Higher 
Education, the Illinois Community College Board, and transfer coordinators from Illinois 
colleges and universities jointly launched the Illinois Articulation Initiative to ease the transfer 
of students among Illinois public and independent associate and baccalaureate degree-
granting institutions. The General Assembly finds and declares that the Illinois Articulation 
Initiative was driven by the following foundational ideas:

• that associate and baccalaureate degree-granting institutions are equal partners in 
educating college freshmen and sophomores.

• that faculties should take primary responsibility for developing and maintaining 
program and course articulation: and

• that institutions are expected to work together to facilitate transfer for lower-division 
baccalaureate programs.

The General Assembly finds and declares that students have benefited by receiving the 
General Education Core Curriculum and transferring across institutions of higher education. 
(Source P.A. 99-636, eff. 1-1-17).
 



IAI: Celebrating 25 years of full implementation!
Today, there are 108 institutions participating in IAI:
• 75 Full Participants maintain a complete IAI GECC package of courses and agree to accept a 

completed GECC package from any other participating institutions as meeting all lower-division 
general education requirements. 

• 33 Receiving-Only Participants agree to accept a completed GECC package from any other 
participating institution as meeting all lower-division general education requirements of the 
institution. Total Fully-Participating Institutions 75

2-Year Public Community Colleges 48

4-Year Public Universities 12

2- & 4-Year Independent Colleges & 
Universities

15

Total Receiving-Only Participating Institutions 33

2-Year Independent Colleges 3

4-Year Independent Universities 30

*Note that all public colleges & universities 
must be full participants per the IAI Act. 5For discussion purposes only



IAI Robust Statewide Participation

IAI Course Statistics, Courses in IAI GECC and Majors – Through FY22

Course Statistics from 1/1/1998 through 6/30/2022

Total IAI Gen Ed Descriptions 199

Active General Education Courses 6,226

Total General Education Courses 12,843

Total IAI Major Descriptions 82

Active General Major Courses 2,326

Total Major Courses 14,382

Total Active GECC & Major Courses 8,552
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IAI Robust Statewide Participation
FY22 Courses Within IAI iManage Site
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Total GECC Courses 6,224

2-Year: 4,743

Public 4,743

Independent 0

4-Year: 1,481

Public 920

Independent 561

Total Major Courses 2,326

2-Year: 1,862

Public 1,862

Independent 0

4-Year: 464

Public 349

Independent 115



2023 – Amendments to IAI Legislation
How do these changes impact the work of the 

Review Panels?
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IAI Amendments to Section 15 
Participation
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Existing

All public institutions shall maintain a complete Illinois Articulation Initiative General 
Education Core Curriculum package, and all public institutions shall maintain up to 4 
core courses in an Illinois Articulation Initiative major, provided the public institution 
has equivalent majors and courses.



IAI Amendments to Section 15 – Participation

10For discussion purposes only

Revised Impact on Institution

All public institutions shall maintain a 
complete Illinois Articulation Initiative 
General Education Core Curriculum 
package, and all public institutions 
shall submit and maintain up to 4 
core courses in each of the an Illinois 
Articulation Initiative majors major, 
provided the public institution has 
equivalent majors and courses.

An institution must be recognized as a 
participant of IAI, either as a full participant 
(both receiving and transferring institution) or 
as a receiving only institution. As a 
participant in the Illinois Articulation Initiative, 
course syllabi are submitted to one of the 
General Education Core Curriculum or Major 
Panels for equivalency review aligned to 
criteria established by the discipline’s panel. 
Once approved, the course will carry the IAI 
designated code. The institution must submit 
the course for ongoing review approximately 
every five years after the initial approval 
date.



IAI Amendments to Section 15 
Participation Questions

Does my institution have to submit and maintain a course for ALL major 
panels?
YES – if your institution has equivalent majors and courses for a major panel, your 
institution should have at least one, but no more than four courses submitted and 
approved for each panel. A good example of an exception to this requirement is the 
major panel for Agriculture. Not all institutions have agriculture as a major and/or 
equivalent courses in this area; therefore, the institution would not be required to 
submit a course to this major panel.

11For discussion purposes only



IAI Amendments to Section 20 
Course Transferability
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Existing

(a-5) All public institutions shall determine if Illinois Articulation Initiative major 
courses are direct course equivalents or are elective credit toward the requirements 
of the major. If the receiving institution does not offer the course or does not offer it 
at the lower-division level, the student shall receive elective lower-division major 
credit toward the requirements of the major for the course and may be required to 
take the course at the upper-division level.



IAI Amendments to Section 20 
Course Transferability
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Revised Impact on Institution

(a-5) All public institutions' institutions shall 
determine if Illinois Articulation Initiative major 
courses must be transferable as are direct 
course equivalents or are elective credit 
toward the requirements of the major. If the 
receiving institution does not offer the course or 
does not offer it at the lower-division level, the 
student shall receive elective lower-division 
major credit toward the requirements of the 
major for the course and may be required to 
take the course at the upper-division level.

This change clarified the concept of 
direct transfer equivalent. What 
this means is, if a course has 
earned an IAI major code from a 
two-year institution and the four-
year baccalaureate granting 
institution they are transferring into 
also has a course designated with 
the same IAI code, the four-year 
institution must accept this course as 
a major course.



Course Transferability 
Example

• Your institution has CHEM 911 General 
Chemistry I and CHEM 912 approved through IAI. 

• Student also took CHEM 913 and 914 at 
the Community College.

• If you have those courses approved as IAI 
courses, they should transfer in as the Major 
course equivalent, even if your courses are 
offered at the 300 level.

• If you do not have your Organic CHEM I and 
Organic CHEM II courses approved 
as IAI, you must accept those two courses 
in as MAJOR Elective courses.
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Course Transferability Example

• IAI provides recommended pathway to 
complete the GECC package and the CORE 
Courses for a future Chemistry Major while 
at the Community College.

• Legislative Amendment provides an 
opportunity to evaluate how you accept 
those core courses.

• This may be an opportunity to evaluate 
course offerings. Can your courses be 
offered at the 200 level or be submitted for 
IAI approval still at the 300 level? 

• These actions provide students opportunities 
to take more upper-level elective courses in 
their major and eliminate need to duplicate 
coursework. 
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Existing

(a) The Board of Higher Education and the Illinois Community College Board shall 
co-manage the implementation, oversight, and evaluation of the Illinois Articulation 
Initiative, including determining when panels must be discontinued or convened and 
the specific requirements of the General Education Core Curriculum. Panels must be 
convened across the fields of General Education, Communications, Humanities and 
Fine Arts, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
Mathematics, and other fields as determined by the Board of Higher Education and 
the Illinois Community College Board.

IAI Amendments to Section 25 
IBHE and ICCB Duties
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IAI Amendments to Section 25 
IBHE and ICCB Duties
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Revised
Impact on 
Institution

(a) The Board of Higher Education and the Illinois Community 
College Board shall co-manage the implementation, oversight, 
and evaluation of the Illinois Articulation Initiative, including 
determining when panels must be discontinued or convened 
and the specific requirements of the General Education Core 
Curriculum. Panels must be convened across the fields of 
General Education, Communications, Humanities and Fine Arts, 
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, Mathematics, Elementary and Secondary Education, 
and other fields as determined by the Board of Higher 
Education and the Illinois Community College Board.

The amended 
legislation included 
provision for major 
panel focus on 
Elementary and 
Secondary 
Education.



IAI Major Panels
The IAI Major Panels were developed to assist 
students who know their major but are undecided 
about their transfer-to institution.  

Just as with the IAI GECC panels, the Major Panel 
members develop common understandings about the 
lower-division objectives and curriculum content in the 
discipline and monitor changes and developments in the 
discipline that may affect a student’s preparation for 
upper-division work. 

For the undecided students, each Major Panel has 
identified 1 to 4 core courses that are commonly 
required of all students in that major which are typically 
taken at the lower-division level. 
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https://itransfer.org/courses/majors/

https://itransfer.org/courses/majors/


Work of the Review Panels
What do these amendments mean to faculty and staff currently serving on 
an IAI panel?

There is no change in the way in which the panels operate. They will continue to 
review courses using the established criteria and will continue to improve upon 
communication to institutions to help them in the preparation of syllabi for IAI 
approval. [8 faculty members, 1 Transfer Coordinator, 1 Dean/ Deans Rep; co-chairs 
are voted on by panelists – typically one is from IBHE institutions, other is from an 
ICCB institution.]
So – what exactly is that work?
• Requires an understanding of: 

• How syllabi are built
• Agreed upon content typically covered in a course for a given description
• An understanding of the relationship between course outcomes, course topical 

outline, and course assessment  19For discussion purposes only

https://itransfer.org/training/panel_members/panelservice.php
https://itransfer.org/courses/descriptors.php


Work of the Review Panels

20

Checklist for new Panel 
Members
Panel members can log into 
the IAI site 
(https://itransfer.org/traini
ng/panel_members/memb
erchecklist.php) to review 
the complete checklist
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Work of the Review Panels
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iManage Log In page
Tutorial found here:

https://itransfer.org/downl
oads/Log%20in%20to%2
0iManage.pdf 
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https://itransfer.org/downloads/Log%20in%20to%20iManage.pdf
https://itransfer.org/downloads/Log%20in%20to%20iManage.pdf
https://itransfer.org/downloads/Log%20in%20to%20iManage.pdf


Work of the Review Panels
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iManage Course Review 
page
Tutorial found here:

https://itransfer.org/downl
oads/Accessing_courses_fo
r_panel_members.pdf 

Video tutorial link:

https://itransfer.org/trainin
g/videos.php#FacultyPanel
Members  
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Key Takeaways
• IAI is a legislative initiative – higher education, by law, is expected to 

be an active participant.
• Transferability – Major courses receiving IAI code are considered as 

direct transfer equivalents into the major.
• Faculty reviewers are expected to be knowledgeable on syllabus 

creation, core components, and relationship between outcomes, 
assessments, and course topical outlines.

• Transfer Coordinators understand how the courses are used across 
different majors

• Deans/ Deans Reps provide context with how the course fits within the 
discipline - can articulate future vision for the discipline within their 
institutions (e.g., CJUS).

• Take time to familiarize yourself with IAI site – use resources linked in 
this presentation.

For discussion purposes only 23



Questions

• What questions do you have?
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ContactsJustin T. Bradley, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Academic Affairs
Illinois Board of Higher Education
1 North Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 
333
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 689-5197
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Colleen M. Sexton, Ph.D.
Transfer Initiatives
Academic Affairs
Illinois Board of Higher Education
1 North Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 333
Springfield, IL 62701
(708) 967-6314

Malinda Aiello
ISU IAI Course Submitter
State Director of IAI
Illinois Articulation Initiative
(309) 438-2421
mmaiell@ilstu.edu
http://itransfer.org

Krista Jackson
IAI and iTransfer.org Coordinator
309-438-8640
http://itransfer.org/
kmjack2@ilstu.edu
kjackson@itransfer.org

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__itransfer.org%26d%3DDwQFAg%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3D0H0ypY_lv-9qkFJG1LMCLCx7ylEsU0LDi_k0vU6BepQ%26m%3DGQshtul-_eofqoOIXwsp2ASRECkrODtk9PUPh2LDEN-OMKHaS6R7KRWHmtPQwEnU%26s%3DhQ8p2U83HZW8zMo_f8MWWwHnkwLkKnQ4ppACcqahbfI%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7Csexton%40ibhe.org%7Cb8150aa4fd77454ddcc208dbc474b1a3%7C93952f6aa36449f9acca6fe44b96f1c0%7C0%7C0%7C638319777716433386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2FeLHEjUvtd%2FFuR5zJBP2mEJeMtb%2BciHOBXWkzS0W0w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__iTransfer.org%26d%3DDwQFAw%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3D0H0ypY_lv-9qkFJG1LMCLCx7ylEsU0LDi_k0vU6BepQ%26m%3DrA5-ZCpgiY0RD8kG9hMahFmoFiXwMaw0ED0rzQGF5GL0R8uKvpUTSFqgBZqDzLAm%26s%3DaAlutpMWq11d33dibHDhXI6y2u8tiCiMpr2zFcJxNNc%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7Csexton%40ibhe.org%7Cab514aa088ef43ffd7b908dbc44fd9be%7C93952f6aa36449f9acca6fe44b96f1c0%7C0%7C0%7C638319619492561369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FPyBOaJVJUqWMqsbhh9uayPF85kLmy9urv9Fq98THEs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__itransfer.org_%26d%3DDwQFAw%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3D0H0ypY_lv-9qkFJG1LMCLCx7ylEsU0LDi_k0vU6BepQ%26m%3DrA5-ZCpgiY0RD8kG9hMahFmoFiXwMaw0ED0rzQGF5GL0R8uKvpUTSFqgBZqDzLAm%26s%3DQoC9sy92gxSR2sJpf3292oI13IWRVYwDI7oUXLXR6PM%26e%3D&data=05%7C01%7Csexton%40ibhe.org%7Cab514aa088ef43ffd7b908dbc44fd9be%7C93952f6aa36449f9acca6fe44b96f1c0%7C0%7C0%7C638319619492561369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tyRieMaNsjevgu%2FKNxtCIwyPkCf0uUat8JRyRGCHQjw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kmjack2@ilstu.edu
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