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Context for Rural Development

• Rural community challenges:
o Decades of rural depopulation
o Fastest shrinking age cohort: rural < 20
o Youth outmigration
o Aging population
o Digital divide is real
o Declining rural tax base
o Health care access
o Educational access
o Main Street Economy
o Loss of anchor institutions
o Workforce development challenges
o “Psychology of Decline”

• Strategies for Farm Belt Places?
o Macroscale forces drive depopulation
o How can higher education help? 2
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Pushing Back Against the Negative Narrative
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• Easy to point out rural needs. What about rural assets? “ABCD”

o Confront pessimism and the underlying “psychology of decline”

o IIRA at WIU has innovative programs that work at the local level

o 35 years + 500 communities + great outcomes = Population still drops

• Innovative academic programs are necessary but insufficient to 

maintain the population and quality of life in rural places

o Macroscale processes drive rural population decline

o Need macroscale policy to help stabilize rural places

• Higher education can be part of the solution
o Higher Education is economic development

o State should treat students in the same way DCEO treats businesses

o Funding equity rather then funding equality

o More thoughts: http://www.facibhe.org/documents/papers/IIRA_Intro_2023.pdf 

http://www.facibhe.org/documents/papers/IIRA_Intro_2023.pdf
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