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Highlights

e lllinois’ Fall 2022 enrollment is ahead of several national trends! despite slight overall decreases in
undergraduate enrollment.

e |In lllinois, enrollment of African American freshmen increased by 10.5%, which was significantly higher
than the nationally reported decrease of 4.3%. African American undergraduate enrollment was flat
year-over-year, which was better than the 3.5% national decrease.

e Latino freshmen enrollment in lllinois increased by a robust 12.9% and was significantly higher than
the nationally reported decrease of 0.7%. Latino undergraduate enrollment was flat year-over-year,
which was better than the national 0.8% decrease reported for all public universities.

e Graduate and professional enrollment at lllinois public universities increased by 1.3%, equating to an
additional 719 students. This increase was better than the national annual -0.3% change in graduate
enrollment for all public universities.

e Freshmen enrollment at lllinois public universities increased by a noteworthy 5.0% year-over-year.
This, too, bucked national trends which indicated a 2.4% decrease in freshmen at all public universities.
Illinois did particularly well with African American and Latino freshmen.

e Although public university undergraduate enrollment decreased 1.6% at the national level,
undergraduate enrollment at lllinois public universities was down by slightly less at 1.3%, which
equates to 1,705 fewer undergraduates year-over-year.

e Opverall, fall enrollment at Illinois public universities decreased by 0.5% from last fall.

e More than eight out of every 10 (80.3%) new freshmen at lllinois public universities who were enrolled
in the fall of the 2021-22 academic year were still enrolled in the fall semester of 2022-23. This
represents a 1.4% decrease in retention from what was reported for freshmen from the prior year.

e When disaggregated by race/ethnicity, there is more than a 20-percentage point gap in fall to fall
retention between African American undergraduates (62.0%) and their white peers (83.8%).

Overview

IBHE has continued to collaborate with lllinois public universities to provide an early look at fall enroliment.
Aligned with IBHE’s strong focus on equity as described in the new strategic plan for higher education, A
Thriving Illinois: Higher Education Paths to Equity, Sustainability, and Growth, this report provides enrollment
and retention data by race/ethnicity, as well as information on more nuanced enrollment types, like dual
credit and new undergraduate transfers.

! For all of the national comparisons, we used the following: National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. (October 20,
2022). COVID 19- Stay Informed with the Latest Enrollment Information. COVID-19: Stay Informed - National Student
Clearinghouse Research Center (nscresearchcenter.org)
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Total enrollment at Illinois public universities is higher than any recent year going back to 2018-2019 with
the exception of the last academic year. As shown in Figure 1, in fall of 2022, there was a 0.5% annual
decrease in total enrollment relative to fall of 2021-2022, equating to roughly 1,000 fewer lllinois public
university students. After a few consecutive years of robust increases, growth in graduate and professional
enrollments slowed down in 2022-2023 and could not make up for the 1.3% decrease in undergraduate
enrollments.

Figure 1: lllinois Public University Headcount Enrollments
from Fall of Academic Year 2018-19 to 2022-23
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Undergraduate Enrollment. As shown in Table 1, overall undergraduate enrollment was down 1.3% in the
fall of academic year 2022-23, which was a slightly larger decrease than the annual change in 2021-22
(-0.9%) and 2020-21 (-1.0%), but not quite as high as 2019-20 (-1.8%). This marks the fourth consecutive
year of decreasing undergraduate enrollment at lllinois public universities and represents 6,643 fewer
students relative to 2018-19 (See Figure 1).

New first-time, full-time undergraduates at lllinois public universities (generally freshmen) increased by
nearly 5%, with a parallel proportional increase among dual credit/dually enrolled students. However,
there was an overall decrease of 4.6% among new full-time transfer students while the percentage of
continuing undergraduates was also down 2.6% year-over-year.



Table 1: Undergraduate Enrollment Type for lllinois Public Universities (Headcount)
1-Year

_ 0
2019-20 2020-21 | 2021-22 | 2022-23 IRUCTrve
Change Change
Dual Credit/ Dual 1,819 2,463 2,518 2641 123 4.9%
Enrollment
First-Time, Full-Time 23,279 | 22,016 | 23,708 | 24,895 | 1,187 5.0%
Undergraduates
New Full-Time Transfers 10,806 10,020 9,934 9,478 -456 -4.6%
Continuing Undergraduates 90,838 90,368 87,734 85,443 -2,291 -2.6%
All Other Undergraduates 4,115 4,645 4,400 4,132 -268 -6.1%
Total 130,857 129,512 128,294 126,589 -1,705 -1.3%

Graduate and Professional Enrollment. As shown in Figure 1, graduate and professional enrollment at
lllinois public universities increased by more than 700 students, representing a marginal 1.3% increase
year-over-year. This growth was somewhat lower than the robust growth at the graduate and professional
levels in previous years.

As undergraduate enrollments comprise a much larger share of overall enrollments at lllinois public
universities (68.9%) and growth in graduate and professional enrollment leveled off, total enrollments at
lllinois public universities were down by slightly fewer than 1,000 students compared to 2021-22.

Institutional Highlights and Detailed Enroliment

Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment. As shown in Table 2, dual credit enrollments were up by 4.9% (+123), driven
by modest year over year growth at Eastern lllinois University (EIU) and large proportional annual growth
at Northeastern lllinois University (NEIU) (+716.7%). EIU still accounts for nearly nine out of every ten
(88.0%) of the dual credit enroliments among lllinois public universities. In fall of 2022-23, eight lllinois
public universities reported dual credit/dual enrollment students, which was up from six universities the year
before.



Table 2: Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment at lllinois Public Universities (Headcount)

Change Change
CSuU 58 0 0 2 N/A
EIU 1,580 2,228 2,275 2,325 50 2.2%
GSU 0 0 0 0 0 N/A
ISU 20 16 8 11 3 37.5%
NEIU 0 29 12 98 86 716.7%
NIU 1 0 0 0 0 N/A
SIUC 3 2 3 5 2 66.7%
SIUE 0 0 0 0 0 N/A
uIC 0 0 0 16 16 N/A
uIS 0 11 0 0 0 N/A
UluC 100 21 94 71 -23 -24.5%
WIU 57 86 126 113 -13 -11.5%
IL Public
University 1,819 2,463 2,518 2,641 123 4.9%
Totals

First-Time, Full-Time Undergraduates.

As shown in Table 3, nine out of the 12 public universities experienced growth in the number of first-time,
full-time undergraduates or incoming freshmen in 2022-23 compared to the fall semester of last year. This
fall marks the highest number of full-time freshmen at lllinois public universities from academic year 2019-
20, representing just shy of 25,000 new students. For lllinois public universities, 2022-23 is the second
consecutive year with large annual growth in freshmen enrollment (+7.7% in 2021-22 and +5.0% in 2022-
23). This recent growth occurred after a large annual decrease of 5.4% during the first full academic year
after the start of the pandemic (fall of academic year 2020-21) and public universities overall have higher
freshmen enrollment than the year prior to the pandemic.

The annual growth in freshmen enroliment was not limited to the larger lllinois public universities, as it
marked the high-water mark for freshmen enrollment for several lllinois public universities including
Governors State University (GSU), lllinois State University (ISU), Northern Illinois University (NIU), and
Southern lllinois University Carbondale (SIUC). With nearly 4,000 freshmen, freshmen enrollment at ISU is
significantly higher than any recent year and surpassed its pre-pandemic high in 2019-20. NEIU bounced
back with nearly 500 new full-time freshmen in 2022-23 after a recent low of 314 new full-time freshmen
in 2021-22. Southern lllinois University Edwardsville had its second largest full-time freshmen class in 2022-
23, down slightly from 2021-22. Freshmen enrollment at University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign is down
from 2021-22 but well above its recent low in 2020-21 which was the first full academic year after the
start of the pandemic. University of lllinois Springfield is at a low point in terms of new full-time freshmen,
after experiencing its highest recent freshmen enrollment in fall of 2019-20, just before the start of the
pandemic. University of lllinois Chicago experienced its second consecutive year of growth in freshmen
enrollment but has yet to reach the level of its pre-pandemic high of 4,381 in fall of 2019-20. SIUC is
approaching 1,500 new freshmen in 2022-23, with its third consecutive year of annual growth. This
occurred after a recent low of slightly more than 1,000 new freshmen in the fall of 2019-20.



Table 3: First-Time Full-Time Undergraduates (Freshmen) at lllinois Public Universities (Headcount)

Change Change
181 144 148 157 9 6.1%
EIU 876 890 770 858 88 11.4%
GSuU 227 202 189 288 99 52.4%
ISU 3,835 3,324 3,355 3,974 619 18.5%
NEIU 432 352 314 498 184 58.6%
NIU 1,877 1,998 2,147 2,377 230 10.7%
SIUC 1,019 1,322 1,387 1,486 99 7.1%
SIUE 1,591 1,509 1,936 1,827 -109 -5.6%
uIC 4,381 3,457 4,024 4,179 155 3.9%
uIS 369 292 260 243 -17 -6.5%
uUluC 7,660 7,474 8,273 7,946 -327 -4.0%
WIU 831 1052 905 1062 157 17.3%
Totals 23,279 22,016 23,708 24,895 1,187 5.0%

New Full-Time Transfer Students.

As shown in Table 4, new full-time transfer enrollments were down by 4.6% compared to last year, which
equated to 456 fewer new transfer students across all of the lllinois public universities. Only four of the 12
lllinois public universities experienced year-over-year growth in new transfers, led by Chicago State
University at 13.2%, UIS at 5.8%, EIU at 2.4%, and UIUC at 1.0%. Enroliment of new transfer students at
ISU was mostly flat year-over-year. NEIU, NIU, and SIUC experienced double digit decreases in new
transfer students of 14.8%, 12.5%, and 10.4%, respectively. This trend could continue as lllinois community
colleges, which are the main source of new transfer students at lllinois public universities, have experienced
overall decreases from fall of 2019-20 to fall of 2021-22 (-15.1%, representing a loss of nearly 41,000
students). However, enrollment at lllinois community colleges in fall of 2022-23 increased by 1.5% relative
to 2021-22, representing an increase of 3,300 students. 2

2 Data Source: ICCB Fall 2022 Enrollment Survey and ICCB Centralized Data System—Fall Enrollment (E1) Student-Level
Submission for Fall 2019-2021.
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Table 4: New Full-Time Transfer Students at lllinois Public Universities (Headcount)

- 2019-20  2020-21 2021-22 202223 \Yeer  1-Year%
Change Change
Csu 262 147 121 137 16 13.2%
EIU 479 460 467 478 1 2.4%
GSU 435 324 339 322 7 -5.0%
ISU 1,699 1,514 1,648 1,647 R 0.1%
NEIU 547 514 461 393 .68 14.8%
NIU 1,394 1,225 1,201 1,051 150 12.5%
SIUC 1,068 911 974 873 2107 -10.4%
SIUE 812 831 738 724 14 1.9%
uIC 1,844 1,060 1,017 1,784 133 -6.9%
uls 295 318 277 293 16 5.8%
uluC | 1,438 1,222 1,252 1,264 12 1.0%
WIU 533 504 539 512 27 _5.0%
Totals | 10,806 10,020 9,934 9,478 456 4.6%

Continuing Undergraduate Students. As shown in Table 5, there were nearly 2,300 fewer continuing
undergraduate students comparing 2021-22 to 2022-23, a decrease of 2.6%. This was similar to the
previous cycle’s decrease (comparing 2020-21 to 2021-22) of 2.9% and 2,634 fewer continuing
undergraduate students.

All lllinois public universities, except UIUC, experienced a decline in the number of continuing undergraduate
students. The year-over-year decreases in the percentage of continuing undergraduates ranged from 0.7%
at SIUC to 13.2% at NEIU. UIC experienced the largest decrease in the number of continuing
undergraduate students at 583, followed by NEIU at 438, and SIUE at 411.

Table 5: Continuing Undergraduate Students at lllinois Public Universities (Headcount)

2019-20  2020-21  2021-22 | 2022-23 \-vear 1-Year%
Change Change
CsuU 1,487 1,131 1,024 903 121 -11.8%
EIU 3,152 3,271 3,255 3,170 -85 -2.6%
GSU 2,249 2,241 2,020 1,794 226 -11.2%
ISU 12,495 12,927 12,490 12,270 220 -1.8%
NEIU 4,259 3,745 3,311 2,873 -438 -13.2%
NIU 8,574 8,726 8,057 7,737 -320 -4.0%
SIUC 6,070 5,383 5,407 5,370 37 0.7%
SIUE 7,679 7,194 6,897 6,486 411 -6.0%
uIC 14,835 15,842 15,590 15,007 583 3.7%
uIS 1,770 1,789 1,751 1,667 -84 -4.8%
UIUC 23,967 24,136 24,232 24,684 452 1.9%
WIU 4,301 3,983 3,700 3,482 218 -5.9%
Totals 90,838 90,368 87,734 85,443 | -2,291 -2.6%




Graduate and Undergraduate Enrolilment Summary. As shown in Table 6, total enrollment decreased by
0.5%, with a 1.3% decrease at the undergraduate level along with a parallel proportional increase
(+1.3%) in graduate /professional enrollments.

Three of the 12 lllinois public universities experienced undergraduate enroliment growth: ISU at 2.2%, UIUC
at 1.0%, and EIU at 0.2%. The marginal undergraduate enroliment growth at EIU was sustained by their
modest growth in dual enrollment. NEIU (-8.7%), SIUE (-6.5%), and CSU (-5.3%) experienced the largest
year-over-year proportional decreases in the number of undergraduates.

At the graduate level, enrollment in Illinois increased by 1.3%, although public universities saw a decrease
of 0.3% at the national level. Seven of the 12 lllinois public universities experienced growth in
graduate /professional enrollments compared to fall of 2021-22 and three more experienced marginal
annual decreases; (SIUE at -0.4%; CSU at -0.1%; and UIUC at -0.1%). NEIU experienced the largest
decrease in graduate/professional enrollment at 15.4%. UIS experienced the largest annual growth at
25.3%. EIU (+13.8%) and WIU (+13.2%) also experienced noteworthy double-digit growth in
graduate /professional enrollment.

Table 6: Enrollments and Year to Year Change (Headcount)
Fall 2021-22 Fall 2022-23

Year to Year % Change
Under-

Grad Total

grad
Csu 1,497 860 2,357 1,417 859 2,276 -5.3% -0.1% -3.4%
EIU 6,903 1,705 8,608 6,916 1,941 8,857 0.2% 13.8% 2.9%

GSuU 2,709 1,686 4,395 2,615 1,796 4,411 -3.5% 6.5% 0.4%
ISU 17,674 2,559 20,233 18,055 2,628 20,683 2.2% 2.7% 2.2%
NEIU 4,608 1,832 6,440 4,207 1,549 5,756 -87% -15.4% -10.6%
NIU 11,834 4,400 16,234 11,429 4,220 15,649 -3.4%  -4.1% -3.6%
SIUC 8,147 3,119 11,266 8,000 3,107 11,107 | -1.8%  -0.4% -1.4%
SIUE 9,967 3,043 13,010 9,321 3,198 12,519 -6.5% 5.1% -3.8%
uIC 22,279 11,920 34,199 21,807 11,940 33,747 | -2.1% 0.2% -1.3%
uIS 2,503 1,441 3,944 2,393 1,805 4,198 -4.4%  25.3% 6.4%
uluC 34,779 21,828 56,607 35,120 21,796 56,916 1.0% -0.1% 0.5%
WIU 5,394 2,061 7,455 5,309 2,334 7,643 -1.6%  13.2% 2.5%
Total 128,294 56,454 184,748 | 126,589 57,173 183,762 | -1.3% 1.3% -0.5%




Enrollment Patterns by Race/Ethnicity

African American Enrollments. As shown in Figure 2, overall African American student enrollment at lllinois
public universities was down 0.6% to 20,426 students in 2022-23 and fell slightly below fall semester
2019-20 enrollment of 20,715 students. Undergraduate enrollments were mostly flat year-over-year (an
increase of 17 students). However, this was better than the 3.5% decline in African American
undergraduate enrollments that was reported nationally for all public universities. At lllinois public
universities, graduate and professional enrollments shrunk by 3.0% to 4,719 students, which helped to drive
the overall drop in African American enrollment at lllinois public universities. This decrease was slightly
larger than the 1.9% decrease in African American graduate/professional enrollment that was reported
nationally across all sectors.

Figure 2: Headcount Enrollment of African American Students at lllinois Public Universities
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Latino Enrollments. As shown in Figure 3, total Latino student enrollment at lllinois public universities
decreased by 0.7%, representing 210 fewer students from fall of 2021-22. This occurred after two
consecutive years of growth. Latino undergraduate enrollment was flat, which was slightly better than the
0.7% decline in Latino undergraduate enrollment that was reported nationally for all public universities. At
the graduate /professional level, after two years of large annual growth, Latino students experienced a
decline of 4.3%. This decrease in Latino graduate enrollment was larger than what is being reported
nationally across all sectors (-0.4%).



Figure 3: Headcount Enrollment of Latino Students at lllinois Public Universities
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White Enrollments. As shown in Figure 4, overall, there were nearly 4,310 fewer white students enrolled
at lllinois public universities, representing a fairly large enrollment loss of 5.0%. Undergraduate enrollment
of white students was down 2,299 or 3.8%. This decrease was slightly worse than the -3.1% annual change
in white undergraduate enrollment that occurred nationally. Since the fall of 2019-20, nearly 6,500 fewer
white undergraduates enrolled at lllinois public universities. The year-over-year change in graduate
enrollment at lllinois public universities was -7.9%, representing over 2,000 fewer white students. This too
was worse than the national year-over-year change of -5.0% across all sectors.



Figure 4: Headcount Enrollment of White Students at Illinois Public Universities
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International Student Enroliments. As shown in Figure 5, after experiencing large enrollment decreases
among international students in 2020-21 (-11.1%), overall enroliment of international students at lllinois
public universities continued to grow at a significant rate with 19.0% year-over year growth for 2022-23.
Illinois public universities experienced a robust increase in graduate and professional enrollments among
international students (+25.5%), increasing proportionally more than undergraduate enrollments (+8.8%).
The annual growth in undergraduate international students at Illinois public universities bucked the national
trend across all public universities which experienced a 7.0% annual loss. The annual growth in graduate
enrollment at lllinois public universities (+25.5%) was higher than what is being reported for international

students nationally across all sectors (+15.4).

Figure 5: Headcount Enrollment of International Students at Illinois Public Universities
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Fall to Fall Retention by Race/Ethnicity. As shown in Figure 6, more than eight out of every 10 (80.3%)
new freshmen at lllinois public universities who were enrolled in the fall of 2021-22 were still enrolled in
the fall semester of 2022-23 (reported as 2022). This represented a slight decrease from the prior year
(change of -1.4%). However, once again, gaps emerged when retention rates were disaggregated by
race/ethnicity. A retention gap of more than 20 percentage points was evident between African American
undergraduates (62.0%) and their white peers (83.8%). The retention gap between Latino undergraduates
and their white counterparts was smaller, at around eight percentage points. After Asian undergraduates
(92.7%), international students had the second-highest rate (88.0%) of retention among all groups.

Figure 6: Fall to Fall Retention by Race/Ethnicity for Illinois Public Universities

Annual

2021 2022 Change
All 81.7% 80.3% v -1.4%
African American 65.5% 62.0% v -3.6%
American Indian, Alaska Native 63.6% 67.9% A 4.2%
Asian 93.4% 92.7% O -0.7%
Latino 76.9% 75.7% v -1.2%
White 85.6% 83.8% v -1.8%
2+ Races 78.2% 79.7% O 1.5%
International Students 87.9% 88.0% O 0.1%
Missing /Not Reported 81.9% 79.3% vV  -26%

*A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is in this country on a visa or temporary basis.

Fall to Fall Freshmen Retention. As shown in Figure 7, there was variation across the twelve lllinois public
universities in terms of retention for new freshmen from fall of academic year 2021-22 to fall of 2022-23
(reported as 2022) in addition to the variation that was reported last year for the group of freshmen from
fall of academic year 2020-21 to fall of 2021-22 (reported as 2021). CSU and GSU experienced
comparatively large increases in freshmen retention year-over-year, as did UIS. UIUC continued to have
the highest fall to fall retention rate at over 93%, followed by ISU at 80.3%, while CSU and GSU had the
lowest rates at 55.8% and 55.3%, respectively.
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Figure 7: Fall to Fall Freshmen Retention by lllinois Public University
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Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity and Gender

African American: African American undergraduate enrollment was mostly flat at lllinois public universities,
with males experiencing an increase of 1.8% and females slightly decreasing. However, enrollment of
African American freshmen increased by 10.5%, with males experiencing a significantly larger increase at
17.5%. African American males experienced a large decrease in graduate enrollment (-7.7%) driving the
overall decrease, while female graduate enrollment was down only slightly (-0.7%).

Asian: Asian undergraduate enrollment slightly increased (+0.8%) at lllinois public universities, with
females experiencing an increase (+2.3%) compared with a slight decrease for males (-0.4%). The public
universities experienced moderately large decreases in the number of Asian freshmen (-8.9%). There was
a large decrease in the number of Asian female transfer students (-20.6%), while Asian male transfer
students increased at a rate of 5.1%.

Latino: Latino undergraduate enrollment at lllinois public universities was flat with the number of Latino
females increasing slightly (+0.2%) and Latino males decreasing slightly (-0.1%). The increase in Latino
freshmen equated to 12.9% growth year-over-year with similar double-digit growth in freshmen among
Latino females (+13.6%) and Latino males (+11.9%). The decrease in new Latino transfer students was
5.8% with Latino males and experiencing a slightly larger decrease at lllinois public universities (-7.3% for
male related to -4.5% for females).

White: White students experienced enrollment decreases across nearly across all of the enrollment types
and gender groups except for freshmen (+2.4%).
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International: International students had large year-over-year enrollment increases for males and females
across all enrollment types, with only one exception - the slight annual growth among new female transfer
students at 1.2%.

Figure 8: Change in Headcount Enrollments at lllinois Public Universities
from fall of 2021-22 to 2022-23
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