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ILLINOIS PUBLIC UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT STEADY OVERALL FOR  

STUDENTS OF ALL BACKGROUNDS DESPITE ONGOING PANDEMIC  

While Enrollment Declines Nationwide Due to COVID-19, Illinois Enrollment Numbers Defy 

Trend  

 

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Board of Higher Education today released public university 

enrollment data indicating enrollment numbers holding steady despite nationwide declines 

in new and returning students due to COVID-19. Overall enrollment in the state was up by 0.2 

percent or 417 students compared to fall of 2019 with 182,586 students currently enrolled in 

public universities. A nationwide snapshot of fall enrollment shows higher education down by 

1.8 percent compared to 2019, per the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center.  

“I am extremely proud of the resiliency of our students, our institutions, their leadership and 

faculty who all worked hard to make this Fall reopening as successful as possible. There was 

talk over the summer that college enrollments could be down 25 percent across the nation, 

and Illinois has proven that its students continue to stay the course,” IBHE Chair John Atkinson 

said. “Enrollment in our public universities remained largely steady which is, a reflection of 

both Governor Pritzker’s continued commitment to higher education funding and the 

planning and preparation of the IBHE Reopening Committee working with our public, private 

and community college leaders to reopen safely to students” 

Undergraduate enrollment by headcount was down slightly, with a decrease of 1,345 

students (1 percent) for a total of 129,512 students. Graduate enrollment was up 1,762, or 3.4 

percent over last fall. Nationally, undergraduate enrollment at public universities was down 

nearly 2 percent, while graduate enrollment was up 3.6 percent. 
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Illinois Public University Enrollments from Fall of 2020-2021 to Fall of 2019-2020 

 

 
 

The enrollment of Black students was also steady, with a total 20,829 student overall, up 0.6 

percent from last year. Notable increases occurred in the number of new freshmen (3.2 

percent) and in graduate/professional enrollments (5.2 percent).  Nationally, public 

universities saw a decline of 4.0 percent in Black undergraduate enrollment.  In Illinois, Black 

undergraduate enrollment was down only 0.8 percent. 

 

The enrollment of public university Latinx students continued to rise to 27,868 students, an 

increase of 6.1 percent, or 1,594 students, over academic year 2019-2020. Growth was 

notable in both undergraduate enrollment (4.5 percent) and in graduate/professional 

enrollment (14.6 percent).  Nationally, public university Latinx undergraduate enrollment was 

down 1.8 percent. 

 

“This is the first year we have looked at our early enrollment data through an equity lens.  

Illinois public universities beat national trends, increasing enrollment for Black and Latinx 

students.  We were very deliberate about investing in supports for our most vulnerable 

students,” said IBHE Director Ginger Ostro.  “With $30 million in federal funds provided for 

institutions through Governor JB Pritzker’s Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund, 

private funding to provide emergency grants to students, creating a drive-up WiFi hotspot 

map, and launching a public education campaign, “Stay the Course,” everything we did 

since March was focused on keeping students on track to their degree.”  
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Numbers for each of the public universities are as follows: 

 

All Enrollment at Illinois Public Universities 

 

 
 Fall 2019-20 Fall 2020-21 Year to Year % Change 

 Undergrad Graduate Total Undergrad Graduate Total Undergrad Graduate Total 

CSU 2,103 936 3,039 1,685 959 2,644 -19.9% 2.5% -13.0% 

EIU 6,229 1,577 7,806 6,969 1,657 8,626 11.9% 5.1% 10.5% 

GSU 3,185 1,579 4,764 3,021 1,628 4,649 -5.1% 3.1% -2.4% 

ISU 18,250 2,628 20,878 17,987 2,733 20,720 -1.4% 4.0% -0.8% 

NEIU 5,700 1,723 7,423 5,220 1,899 7,119 -8.4% 10.2% -4.1% 

NIU 12,131 4,478 16,609 12,277 4,492 16,769 1.2% 0.3% 1.0% 

SIUC 8,466 3,229 11,695 8,299 3,067 11,366 -2.0% -5.0% -2.8% 

SIUE 10,400 2,661 13,061 9,942 2,918 12,860 -4.4% 9.7% -1.5% 

UIC 21,641 11,749 33,390 21,921 11,597 33,518 1.3% -1.3% 0.4% 

UIS 2,674 1,601 4,275 2,654 1,492 4,146 -0.7% -6.8% -3.0% 

UIUC 34,120 17,485 51,605 33,683 18,996 52,679 -1.3% 8.6% 2.1% 

WIU 5,958 1,666 7,624 5,854 1,636 7,490 -1.7% -1.8% -1.8% 

Total 130,857 51,312 182,169 129,512 53,074 182,586 -1.0% 3.4% 0.2% 

 

The full enrollment reports can be found here. 
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https://www.ibhe.org/pdf/IBHE_First_Look_Fall_Enrollment_12072020.pdf

